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Overview
On Sept. 25, 2010, Office of State Finance, CORE Techs, pushed an upgrade of PeopleTools 8.5 into the PeopleSoft EPM Budgeting system.

In this upgrade, you will only notice that the overall ambiance of the system has changed.  For instance, where there are lines of data (departments, line items, etc.), they will now have two shades of bright blue, no longer white/gray/brownish, to distinguish them from each other – tabs will also be a bright blue color instead of white.  Also, the login page has changed its look.  Instead of being blue with the large title, PeopleSoft, it now will look similar to the login page for Financials – a white page with a large title, written in red, “Oracle”.  Another change in the look that you will see is in the blinking red “Processing” when the system is thinking.  Now you will see what we like to call a Whirly-gig (see example below).  Searching and entering valid chartfield values will become more efficient.  The system will work best if on Internet Explorer 7.0 and above or Mozilla Firefox 3.5 and above.

There have not been any changes to the menu or to how to retrieve your budget models.  There also are no changes in how you enter your budget data.  All processes remain unchanged.  Your USERID and password remain unchanged. 

Below are examples of some of the changes you will see, along with examples from prior to the upgrade.

Login Page – Display
OLD – Prior to PeopleTools upgrade:
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NEW – After PeopleTools Upgrade
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NEW – The Internet Browser will need to be upgraded if you are still using Internet Explorer prior to version 7; or Firefox prior to version 3.5.
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Header for Each Page
OLD – Notice the PeopleSoft title
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NEW – Notice the Oracle title
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Aesthetics of Rows of Data and Tab Colors
OLD – Notice the tab, labeled “Find an Existing Value,” is White; Notice the rows of data are shades of gray/white.
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NEW – Notice the tab, labeled “Find an Existing Value,” is blue; Notice the rows of data are shades of blue.
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Changes of Row Data – Related to Mouse Pointer Movement
NEW – As the mouse pointer is moved from one row of data to the next, whether in a search results page, in the line item details page, in the budget work items pages, or elsewhere where multiple lines of data are showing, the row under the mouse pointer will change to a light shade of yellow.  This helps you to know which row you are selecting.
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Searching – Finding a Valid Item in a Chartfield

OLD – Prior to the PeopleTools upgrade, if you clicked on the spyglass, a new page would open where you then could search / look-up the intended value.  If you manually entered a value that was invalid, the system would let you know by coloring in the field red, but you would not know the value was wrong until you tried to click off the page or save.

NEW – When you begin to type a value into a field, if it is incorrect, the new PeopleTools will give you a box below the field that says, “No Match Data” (see example 1).  If the beginning character(s) do match data in the system, the new PeopleTools will show a box below the field displaying all the matching values available – you can then continue typing, or select, from the box, the value you desire (see example 2).  You could also use the spy-glass lookup but instead of sending you to a new page, you will now see the search on top of the current page, with the current page grayed out / inactive.  Once you select a value in the look up box, the original page becomes active again (see example 3).  Incorrect values will still earn a red fill with the upgraded PeopleTools.

EXAMPLE 1:
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EXAMPLE 2:
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EXAMPLE 3:
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Processing – System Messages

As stated above, the messages that we see as end-users while the system is thinking, or the “Saved” messages, have changed.

OLD – Blinking RED “Processing” in the upper right corner
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NEW – A whirly-gig now ticks around as the system is “thinking”.
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NEW – The SAVED message in the upper right hand corner of the system, prior to the upgrade, was just the characters.  After the upgrade, the characters, SAVED, are seen in a button-like box.
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Budget Work Items / Budget Work Item Details Pages

There is a difference in the look of the Budget Work Items / Budget Work Item Details pages once a budget center has been submitted.

OLD – Budget Work Items Detail page – status Open – Submit button in black and active
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OLD – Budget Work Items Detail page – status Submitted – Submit button in gray and inactive – Master version
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NEW – Budget Work Item Details page – note the two different budget centers – one is Submitted, the other is Open. Note the submit button is entirely gray (and thus inactive) for the submitted budget center and the entire submit button is yellow for the un-submitted budget center.
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OLD –  Budget Work Items page – Reviewer/Coordinator view
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NEW –  Budget Work Items page – Reviewer/Coordinator view – showing inactive (gray) and active (yellow) buttons
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