Board 'represents the chiropractors,' governor says
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Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger tried to distance himself Thursday from his own appointees to the state Board of Chiropractic Examiners, including two of his earliest bodybuilding friends, yet he suggested the consumer-protection board should represent the interests of its practitioners after the panel took questionable actions last week.

"They run their board by themselves, independent of us," Schwarzenegger said after touring the San Joaquin County Jail in French Camp. "We don't give them directions. What is important is that the chiropractic board represents the chiropractors. And each board represents their profession."

The board, created in 1922 by voters to protect consumers, fired its executive director without warning, ejected a deputy attorney general from a meeting, endorsed a controversial chiropractic technique that involves use of anesthesia and certified a Florida chiropractic college that did not have an active application in place. The board's meeting got so out of hand that five California Highway Patrol officers were called in to keep the peace.

At the center of the action were two of Schwarzenegger's earliest friends from bodybuilding who now practice as chiropractors. Richard Tyler, who picked up Schwarzenegger at the airport when he first arrived in California in 1968, led the board for the first time as its chairman at the March 1 meeting. The board also includes Franco Columbu, a chiropractor and two-time Mr. Olympia who was best man in Schwarzenegger's wedding to First Lady Maria Shriver. Schwarzenegger appointed Tyler in 2004 and Columbu in 2006 to four-year terms.

"As you know, it's an independent board," Schwarzenegger said. "I haven't given them any directions. Each of those boards sort out their own problems. This is something that's up to the board."

Some critics fear that Schwarzenegger's chiropractic board has shifted away from protecting consumers to the benefit of chiropractors. Former board member Barbara Stanfield, who attended the March 1 meeting, said Schwarzenegger appointees had made it clear in previous meetings that they wanted to rein in what they considered excessive regulation of chiropractors.

Before the 2003 recall election in which Schwarzenegger became governor, Columbu told an industry magazine, Dynamic Chiropractic, that Schwarzenegger might be more receptive to expanding insurance coverage to chiropractors if he won office. The governor on Saturday addressed a group of chiropractors during his Arnold Sports Festival and spent 20 minutes posing for personal photos with chiropractors in Columbus, Ohio.

Asked Thursday whether he wants to include more insurance coverage for chiropractic under his health care plan or through other state proposals, Schwarzenegger said, "I think improvement is always good."

