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The Oklahoma AgrAbility Project provides direct service, education & networking 
to support the rehabilitation and assistive technology needs of Oklahoma farmers,  

ranchers, and their family members impacted by a disabling condition. 
	
Direct	Services:	
 

 95 individuals received informaƟon and referral 
 46 individuals served 
 23 individuals received an on‐site farm assessment  
 11 individuals received $6,388 in Oklahoma AssisƟve Technology FoundaƟon grants 
   2  individuals received $8,000 in accommodaƟons from the Veterans Affairs 
 11 co‐shared Department of RehabilitaƟon Services (DRS) clients received $68,119 
     in assisƟve technologies  
 $10,699 spent for other rehabilitaƟon‐related services by DRS for co‐shared clients 

 

Education:	
 

 32 professionals received CEUs at the 9th Annual “RehabilitaƟng Oklahoma Farmers 
 & Ranchers” workshop 
 25 state and naƟonal presentaƟons conducted, impacƟng over 7,944 individuals  
 16 Langston University School of Physical Therapy doctoral students received training in 
 fundamental knowledge and skills, advocacy and support, and the use of assisƟve tech‐
 nology for persons with disabiliƟes who wish to work in agriculture 
 46 veterans with disabiliƟes and 47 DRS counselors and staff received educaƟon on AgrAbility 
 service delivery objecƟves 
 208 youth have parƟcipated in disability awareness and agriculture accommodaƟons acƟviƟes  
 AgrAbility/OCES ArthriƟs Training Module was piloted to 22 Oklahoma Home & Community 

EducaƟon members  
 OCES & AgrAbility IniƟaƟve: 35 AgrAbility Trained Educators received AT Tool Kits  
 OCES & ArthriƟs FoundaƟon IniƟaƟves: 36 Educators trained to instruct Land Exercise Classes, 

5 Educators trained to teach Tai Chi, and 18 Educators trained in Self‐Help Pain Management  

	
Networking:	
 

 The 5th AgrAbility Day at the Capitol was held March 25, 2013. The event was reported online 
 and statewide by newspaper 

 4,449 copies of the quarterly newsleƩers distributed 
 58 state and naƟonal exhibits, impacƟng over 53,867 individuals 
 17 public awareness acƟviƟes, impacƟng 98,996 individuals 
 Memorandums of Understanding maintained with the Department of RehabilitaƟon 
 Services, Department of Career & Technology EducaƟon, and Oklahoma ABLE Tech 
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Lori Coats 
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Client Demographic InformaƟon 

MaƩhew has worked on his father’s poultry farm, Country Hatchery, for several years. 

Matthew stays busy raising and selling chickens, geese, ducks, turkeys, and guineas. He’s ea‐
ger to accept responsibilities of the family business and its several thousand eggs hatched 
each week. But a learning disability and high levels of frustration have presented obstacles 
for Matthew, so we at AgrAbility teamed up with the Department of Rehabilitation Services. 
Our colleagues at DRS—helping to reduce Matthew’s stress caused by hourly demands and 
responsibilities—provided him with a digital, automated incubator/hatcher equipped with 
self‐timers. This technology helps provide opportunities for Matthew and limits one of the 
most challenging aspects of his profession. “I really appreciate it!” Matthew says. Continuing 
the pioneer spirit, Matthew is ready to take his family’s business into the 21st century—and 
stay ahead of the competition.   
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  Two Success Stories in Oklahoma 

Ia Vang produces a variety of fruits and vegetables—including eggplant, Thai pep‐

per, lemongrass, and strawberries—on her two acres with her husband in northeast Ok‐
lahoma. Oklahoma weather affects Ia Vang, reducing her mobility and the care that she 
can give her two‐acre garden. She experiences pain in her legs and knees when standing, 
walking, and carrying. If on her feet for long periods of time, Ia Vang also experiences 
swelling and muscle tightening in her legs and knees, so AgrAbility joined with the De‐
partment of Rehabilitation Services to reduce the barriers to Ia Vang’s mobility and agri‐
cultural success. DRS through AgrAbility has helped Ia Vang maintain her operation by 
providing her with home modifications to improve access and assistive technologies to 
improve mobility and efficiency, including an outdoor scooter and an irrigation system 
for the hoop house.  

AgrAbility Partners 
Oklahoma AgrAbility 

1514 West  Hall of Fame   •   Oklahoma State University 
SƟllwater, OK 74078 

www.agrability.okstate.edu   •   Phone: 888‐885‐5588 
Email: ability@okstate.edu  

 Primary Agriculture Operation  Primary Disability Type  

Oklahoma AgrAbility Annual Report is provided by the Oklahoma AgrAbility Project, 1514 West Hall of Fame Stillwater, OK 74078; 1-888-885-5588 (voice/tty); www.agrability.okstate.edu. The Oklahoma AgrAbility Project is a 
joint effort of the Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma Assistive Technology Foundation with services provided by Oklahoma ABLE Tech, and the Langston University School of Physical Therapy. Mention or 
display of a trademark, proprietary product or firm does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Oklahoma State University, Langston University or the National AgrAbility Project, and does not imply 
approval to the exclusion of other suitable products or firms. Oklahoma State University and Langston University, in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX 
of the Education Amendment of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal laws and regulations, do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, disability, or status as a 
veteran in any of their policies, practices, or procedures. This includes but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. This publication is issued by Oklahoma State University as authorized by 
the Dean of the Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources and has been prepared at $400.00 for 500 copies by USDA-NIFA grant #2010-41590-20754. 
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