
OKLAHOMA ABSTRACTORS BOARD 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

February 16, 2016 

1. A regular meeting of the Oklahoma Abstractors Board (OAB) was called to order 

by Chairman Chaney Haynes at 10:00 a.m., at the OLERS Conference Room, 421 

NW 13th Street, Suite 100, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

 

2. Mark Luttrull called the roll.  Attending were, Chaney Haynes, Ralph Harrison, 

Mark Luttrull, Robert Getchell, Corky Heard, Ken McDowell, J Thomas. John 

Bailey and Charles Nichols were absent. 

 

3. The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the OAB, conducted on January 19, 2016, 

were reviewed. After review, Mr Luttrull mentioned that he had noticed a 

misspelling to be corrected. A motion was made to approved the amended minutes 

with the misspelling corrected by Mr. Getchell to approve the minutes as 

presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. McDowell.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Chairman’s Report-Chaney Haynes:  Chaney Haynes reported that several of 

the Board members had attended the Oklahoma Land Title Association’s Owners 

and Managers Meeting the previous day. He stated that it was a good meeting and 

he appreciated the Association bringing in Senator Dahm to give an explanation of 

SB1444. There appears to be a lot of ideas regarding the legislation out of North 

Carolina and in the next year or so, there is sure to be other ideas and changes. A 

positive note is that many of the ideas rely upon the AG’s office for oversite and 

review and it’s his hope that some form of that will be how we move forward. The 

Legislative Reception appeared to be a well-attended success and he thanked the 

OLTA members present for inviting the OAB to attend. 

  

5. Administrator’s Report (Board Report):  Ms. Smith reported on the State’s 

continuing efforts to find money to offset the budget shortfall. The Board was 

asked to provide information to the Senate and House Fiscal Analyst teams on 

budgets for FY 2016 and forecasting FY 2017 as well as subsidies received from 

any sources.  

 

6. Committee Reports. 

a.) Budget and Finance-J Thomas:  Mr. Thomas, gave an update on the budget 

and presented the “Operating Budget Comparison by Department and 

Account” report showing the total budget for the year is $311,275. YTD 

budget is $181,931 Expenses YTD are $120,455.38 the Outstanding 

Encumbrances $37,347.30 for total expenses and encumbrances of 



$157,802.68. “Allotment Budget and Available Cash” showing that our 

available cash at the end of the month is $368,740.13. The next report is the 

“Summary of Receipts and Disbursements” showing revenue of $192,030.90 

and expenditures of $123,697.74. The next report is the Six-Digit Object of 

Expenditure” report, showing our expenses for the month at $18,654.12, and 

YTD expenses at $123,697.74. The final report we have today is the “Six-Digit 

Expenditure Detail” report, which covers each month from the beginning of the 

fiscal year for comparison purposes shows a net amount of $6,869.48. Our 

“Outstanding Encumbrances Report” shows that we have funds encumbered 

are $37,377.851. After review and discussion, a motion was made by Mr. 

Luttrull to approve the report as presented. Second by Mr. Getchell. Motion 

carried. 

 

b.) Rules and Regulations-Ralph Harrison: Mr. Harrison reported that the 

Public Comment meeting is set for Friday, March 18th at 1:00 PM. It will be 

held at 9220 N Kelley Avenue. All of the information is posted on the OAB 

website. Because of publication dates and the date of the Public Hearing, the 

March Board Meeting had to be pushed back to the 4th Tuesday, which is 

March 22nd.  

 

c.) Licensing and Testing-Corky Heard:  Last test was in Tulsa on January 20th. 

Twelve took the test and ten people passed. Next test date is March 17, 2016 in 

OKC. 

 

d.) Inspections-Katherine Smith: Ms. Smith completed 5 inspections since the 

last Board Meeting and presented those for approval. There was a finding with 

one of the companies and a Consent Order will be sent to the company for 

review and response. Motion to approve Inspection Reports: Mr. McDowell. 

Second: Mr. Herd. Vote: Unanimously approved. 

 

e.) Enforcement Committee Reports-Robert Getchell:  

Applications for Licenses:  Presented to the Board for approval was a list of 

applicants for abstract licenses or renewals, which are set out in the 

attachments hereto.  A motion was made by Mr. Getchell to approve all of the 

licenses presented, subject to administrative review and to make sure all 

compliance issues were met and appropriate fees paid.  Second by Mr. Luttrull. 

Vote: Unanimously approved. Abstention: Mr. Luttrull due to licensees from 

his affiliated company being among those presented for consideration. 

 

Certificates of Authority and Rate Sheets:  Presented to the Board for 

approval were applications for renewal of Certificate of Authority by Adams 

Abstract Company (LeFlore County), Atlas Abstract Company (Hughes 

County), Capitol Abstract & Title Company (Oklahoma County), Cheyenne 



Abstract Company (Roger Mills County), Claremore Abstract & Guaranty 

Company (Rogers County), Cleveland County Abstract, Clinton Abstract 

Company (Custer County), Cordell Abstract (Washita County), Cotton County 

Abstract, Creek County Abstract Company, Ellis County Abstract, Grand 

River Abstract & Title Company (Delaware County), Guaranty Abstract & 

Title Company (Texas County), Guaranty Abstract & Title Company (Haskell 

County), Guaranty Abstract Company of McClain County, MG Cox Abstract 

(Garvin County), Ottawa County Abstract & Title Company, Pioneer Abstract 

Company (Seminole County), Pioneer Abstract of Muskogee (Muskogee 

County), Powers Abstract Company (Noble County), Sayre Abstract Company 

(Beckham County), Seminole County Abstract, Sovereign Abstract and Title 

of Comanche County, Tishomingo Abstract Company (Johnston County), 

Valley Abstract Company (Garvin County), Valley Land Title Company 

(Sequoyah County), Woods County Abstract Corp. A motion was made by Mr. 

Getchell to approve all the applications. Second by Mr. Luttrull. Vote: 

Unanimously approved. Abstention: Mr. Luttrull due to his affiliated company 

being among those presented for consideration. 

Rate Sheets Only:  Presented to the Board for approval were rate sheet 

changes for JC Humphrey Abstract (Garfield County), Guarantee Abstract 

Company (Garfield County), Garfield County Abstract. A motion was made by 

Mr. Getchell to approve the rate sheets. Second by Mr. McDowell. Vote: 

Unanimously approved.  

 

Permit Renewals:  Presented to the Board for approval were permit renewal 

applications by Oklahoma Digital Abstracts/American Eagle Title and Abstract 

(Wagoner County), Oklahoma Digital Abstracts/American Eagle Title and 

Abstract (Rogers County). The permit that Oklahoma Digital held in Garfield 

County was withdrawn. A motion was made by Mr. Getchell to approve the 

applications. Second by Mr. Thomas. Vote: Unanimously approved. 

 

As an informational item only, it was noted that Oklahoma Digital Abstract 

had been purchased in whole by American Eagle Title Group and an edited 

(because the form pertains to the transfer of ownership of a Certificate of 

Authority and there wasn’t a form for the transfer of the ownership of a 

company holding a permit) Transfer of Ownership had been submitted 

signifying that change. 

 

Mandy Etheridge: Mandy Etheridge’s Application for an Abstract License 

was presented for review and approval. Ms. Etheridge was able to obtain a 

notice of dismissal from the court expunging her record. Because that notice 

essentially wipes her record clean as if it never happened, she could not be 



found in violation of an issue of moral character. Mr. Getchell also pointed out 

that the Board had previously received letters of recommendation regarding 

Ms. Etheridge. Mr. Luttrull stated that he felt that because of her access to 

court records, he would prefer not to set a precedent of allowing someone who 

willingly admitted that she’d changed court documents to be able to obtain a 

license. Mr. Crittenden stated that as a matter of law, there are no records 

stating that such a crime exists. Mr. Luttrull asked if her statements made in the 

Board Meeting had to be disregarded as well. Mr. Crittenden said, No, but as 

for legal evidence of moral turpitude, it does not exist. Mr. Getchell pointed 

out that what she did had nothing to do with her having an Abstractors License. 

It was her own personal file, which she could have reviewed at any time from 

the Court House. Mr. Luttrull said that he didn’t believe that she could have 

gotten the raw documents from the court house pertaining to the case. Mr. 

Getchell said that if an individual went to a court house, in any county that he 

was aware of, anyone can look at their individual court file. He continued that 

he didn’t believe that she had taken a court file out an altered it but that she had 

submitted things that had signatures on them that she had supplied and 

numbers filled in that had not been agreed to. Which is not something her 

abstractors license gave her the access to do. If it had been someone else’s file 

that she had gotten access to because of her license, it would be a different 

situation. Mr. Luttrull disagreed. Mr. Getchell stated that he didn’t believe the 

action was any different, just that her access would have been different. Mr. 

Getchell stated that even with attorneys, they may be suspended from 

practicing law and disbarred, but often, after time has passed, they are able to 

seek re-admittance to the bar. Mr. Haynes asked if there were other cases 

where licenses were considered in view of an expungement. Mr. Crittenden 

stated that this was the first one to be considered. He also reviewed the 

timeline of the occurrences. There had first been a felony case with a deferred 

sentence that was then reduced to a misdemeanor case with a plea of no contest 

and now the expungement nullifies those charges. Mr. Haynes asked if when a 

background check is run and the charges are still showing, what should we do? 

Mr. Crittenden said that he would advise the Board to ignore that because the 

notice will eventually remove it completely from her background check. A 

motion was made by Mr. Getchell to approve the application. Second by Mr. 

Harrison. Vote: Mr. Haynes, Yes; Mr. Heard, Yes; Mr. Thomas, Yes; Mr. 

McDowell, Yes; Mr. Luttrull, No; Mr. Harrison, Yes; Mr. Getchell, Yes. 

Motion passed. 

 

7. New Business:  Mr. Haynes asked for any new business, there was none. 

 

8. Report Legal Counsel-John Crittenden:  John Crittenden stated that he has been 

working with the Rules Committee and the Enforcement Committee. He noted that 

the Consent Order that was sent by the Board was reviewed and approved and 



seemed to process through the AG’s office quickly and efficiently. There are no 

active cases. 

 

9. Visitor’s Comments: Mr. Haynes asked for any visitor comments. There were 

none.  

 

10. Announcement of next meeting: Tuesday, March 22, 2016, at 10:00 a.m., 421 

NW 13th Street, Suite 100 (OLERS) Conference Room, Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma. 

 

11. The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Haynes. 


