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Key Activities 2011

Oklahoma ABLE Tech Statistics
• 557 assistive technology (AT) devices loaned to Oklahomans in “try before you buy” short-term 

loan program.

•  529 AT demonstrations to Oklahomans were demonstrated by SoonerStart personnel to children 
0-3 years old, another 759 demonstrations to Oklahomans were provided serving all ages. 

• The Alternative Financing Program provided $455,146 in AT device low interest bank loans 
assisting 79 Oklahomans with disabilities.

• 98 AT devices exchanged from sellers to buyers for a savings of $149,824.
• 396 individuals received information and referral on AT devices and services.

• AT training events served over 1,403 people.

Highlights
• ABLE Tech serves individuals of all ages and all disabilities in Oklahoma.

• ABLE Tech and its partners provided 9 AT loan and demonstration sites to give Oklahomans 
an opportunity to touch, try, and take home AT devices and improve independence in the 
community, schools, and workplace.

• ABLE Tech provided training on accessible information technology including web access, 
telecommunications, software accessibility, and procurement to 395 state agency and 
postsecondary personnel.

• ABLE Tech provided training on AT devices and services to individuals, disability related 
organizations, state agencies, and higher education students.

• “Fire Safety for Oklahomans with Disabilities” professionally installed 62 specialized smoke alarms 
in 45 households statewide.

• 25 Special Education Due Process hearings were resolved by the Special Education Resolution 
Center - keeping state dollars in the classroom educating students.  Due Process proceedings can
cost the state an average of $300,000; therefore, resolved hearing requests saved Oklahomans 
approximately $7,500,000. 

• The Oklahoma AgrAbility Project provided education, assistance and support to farmers, 
ranchers and their family members with disabilities or debilitating injuries that limited their 
abilities to perform farm tasks. ABLE Tech, through its partnership with Oklahoma Cooperative 
Extension Services, Langston University, School of Physical Therapy and the Oklahoma Assistive 
Technology Foundation provided direct services to 50 farmers or their family members and com-
pleted 32 on-farm site visits.  
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Programs are provided at no cost to Oklahomans.

Oklahoma ABLE Tech 
Coordination and Collaboration

Oklahoma ABLE Tech maintains coordination and collaboration eff orts among 
partners that provide funding that will enhance the opportunities for individuals to 

access and acquire assistive technology. 
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Success Stories in Oklahoma

ABLE Tech ranks 3rd in the nation for number 
of loans made out of the 31 fi nancial loan 

programs.

ABLE Tech ranks 2nd in the nation for 
number of devices exchanged out of 36 

reutilization programs.

ABLE Tech ranks 10th in the nation for                 
number of device demonstrations out of 55 AT               

demonstration programs.

ABLE Tech ranks 19th in the nation for number 
of device loans out of 54 programs.
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William is an 88 year old Tulsa native with hearing loss. 
Total Source for Hearing Loss and Access located in 
Tulsa, an ABLE Tech device demo and loan program, 

helped William select AT including the PocketTalker and XL50. 
The PocketTalker amplifi es sounds closest to the listener  while 
reducing background noise, while the  XL50 is an amplifi ed phone. 
William said he was very satisfed with the products he tried, “I 
could talk on the phone and increase the volume, and the phone 
did everything but tell the time in Hong Kong!” William said. 
“The PocketTalker worked really well, and I was able to connect 
the cord with the TV and could watch television without turning 
up the volume. It allowed me to talk with my family and friends 
again.” 

The Childrens Center partners with Oklahoma ABLE Tech 
to provide assistive technology (AT) to Oklahoma children 
with disabilities. This Bethany resident, K, uses a Jelly Bean 
switch attached to a Gooseneck mount to activate different 
devices. The Jelly Bean Switch is a button or touch switch 
designed to control a wide range of electrically operated toys 
for children with upper extremity disabilities. This provides K 
with opportunities to develop and strengthen her cause/effect 
association through the activations of a variety of different toys 
and computer programs.  Activating a speech generating device 
allows her to participate in social greetings or phrase fi ll-in 
activities.  This has provided her with increased independence 
in the classroom and therapy sessions, as well as increased 
enjoyment through play with cause/effect toys.  
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Success Stories in Oklahoma

Brian is a 9th grader at Memorial High School in 
Tulsa,  who uses Braille technology to complete 
his class work. Recently, he borrowed a Braille 
Note Apex QT to try for a few weeks from Okla-

homa ABLE Tech. Brian said, “ I really liked the Braille 
display and the other features on the Apex! I especially 
liked the scientifi c calculator because I used it in Geom-
etry class.” He continues saying, “I thought it was easy to 
learn and it was very helpful. I like the APEX much better 
than what I had been using because it doesn’t ‘freeze up’ 
as much. It is very frustrating when equipment fails and 
I have to go back to using a manual brailler. I really liked 
the Apex and I hope I get to buy one for school!”         

Sean was referred to NewView Oklahoma by the 
Department of Rehabilitation Services for Computer 
Assistive Technology training. He started with the 
Talking Typing Tutor.  The Talking Typing Tutor is 
designed to teach typing skills to people with disabilities 
by helping them practice typing skills through specially 
designed lessons. Sean said when he started he only 
knew about six keys on the keyboard. Now he knows the 
entire keyboard and is working on keystroke commands 
for JAWS screen reader software.  He can now learn how 
to surf the internet and send email. Sean is very excited 
to continue this learning so he will be qualifi ed to get a 
job. In his spare time he enjoys talking to friends on the 
phone, watching TV, and hanging out with friends and 
family. 

Oklahoma ABLE Tech is helping Oklahomans fi nd assistive 
technology (AT) solutions through its demonstration program.  
Austin from Guymon currently is in need of Accessible 
Instructional Materials (AIM) at his school.  Austin and his family 
came to the Seretean Wellness Center to receive demonstrations 
of available AT that could assist him in accessing his classroom 
textbooks as well as complete his in-class and homework 
assignments.  ABLE Tech staff demonstrated many pieces of 
equipment, but Austin chose the  SOLO 6 by Don Johnston.  
This software can be loaded onto Austin’s laptop to help him 
read digital textbooks, organize and write papers, and complete 
worksheets and tests electronically.  Now this fun, energetic 
young man has a tool available to him that can grow with him as 
he continues his studies.



Oklahoma ABLE Tech Contact Information
OSU Seretean Wellness Center Director     Kent Bunker 
Director of Sponsored Programs     Linda Jaco
Oklahoma ABLE Tech Program Manager    Milissa Gofourth
Program Manager       Brenda Dawes
Alternative Financing Program Coordinator   Kate Miller
Senior Administration Support Specialist   Diana Sargent
Assistive Technology Specialist     Shelby Sanders
Assistive Technology Specialist     Allyson Robinson
HR and Fire Safety Grant Coordinator    Tammie Honeyman
AT Teacher         Kimberly Berry
Oklahoma Special Education Resolution Center  Jo Anne Pool Blades 
Administrative Assistant      Shannon Esmeyer
Oklahoma AgrAbility Case Manager    Sandra Stevenson
Oklahoma AgrAbility Program Assistant   Stacy Bauter

OSU Seretean Wellness Center, 1514 W. Hall of Fame Stillwater, OK 74078

1-800-257-1705 or 405-744-9748 Fax 405-744-2487

Info-line 1-888-885-5588 V/TTY

ABLE Tech Website http://okabletech.okstate.edu

AT Equipment Exchange http://oec.okstate.edu

Oklahoma ABLE Tech Partners
Oklahoma ABLE Tech 
Stillwater 1-888-885-5588

New View   
Oklahoma City 405-232-4644

Mary K. Chapman Center for 
Communicative Disorders 
Tulsa 918-631-2913

The Childrens Center
405-789-6711

SoonerStart Early Intervention 
Program 405-522-5167

Hearing Loss Association of 
Oklahoma City 405-717-9820

Total Source for Hearing-loss and 
Access, Tulsa 918-823-8742

Department of Rehabilitation Services, AT Lab 
for Blindness and Low Vision, Oklahoma City 
405-522-3442 

Department of Rehabilitation Services,         
Vocational Rehabiliation, 800-745-8476

Oklahoma Assistive Technology Center 
800-700-6282

Development Disabilities Services 
Division (DDSD), Tulsa 918-794-7632

 Seretean Wellness Center
 REAL SOLUTIONS FOR REAL PEOPLE

OSU Seretean Wellness Center Director     Kent Bunker 

This program is funded by the Rehabilitation Services 
Administration (RSA) of the U.S. Department of Education, 
Grant #H224A110036. This publication does not necessarily 
refl ect the position of the policy of RSA/ED, and no offi  cial 
endorsement of the material should be inferred.


