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 Atoka (Region 5) 
 Buffalo (Region 1) Freedom 
 Chickasha (Region 3) 
 Cleveland (Region 2) Perry 
 Durant (Region 5)  Wagoner 
 Idabel (Region 5) 
 Jenks (Region 7) 
 Kingfisher (Region 1) 
 Lindsay (Region 3) 
 Hollis (Region 3) 
 Owasso (Region 2) 
 Pryor (Region 2)  Quahpah 
 Sand Springs (Region 7) 
 Seminole (Region 5) 
 Stroud (Region 6) 
 Tishomingo (Region 3) 
 Sallisaw 

 
 



 Antlers (Region 5)  
 Ardmore (Region 3) 
 Clinton (Region 1) 
 El Reno (Region 6)   
 Enid (Region 1) 
 Guymon (Region 1)  
 Lawton (Region 3) 
 McAlester (Region 5) 
 Midwest City (Region 8)   
 Nowata (Region 2) Pryor 
 Ponca City (Region 2) 
 Poteau (Region 5)  
 Sulphur (Region 3) 
 Tahlequah (Region 4) Durant    
 Woodward (Region 1) 
 Oolahgah 

 



 
 
 

 Muskogee (Region 4) 
 Norman (Region 6) 

 



 Oversight Committee still meets monthly 
 REMSS Conference 
 Medical Branch Director Course 
 Strike Team Leader Course 
 STL Instructor Course—cadre of instructors for 

future courses 
 Update REMSS guideline 
 Dispatch/Deployment guidelines (20 versus 5) 

 
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Severe weather again—first tornado in Edmond area around 19:00—small in RSA—became a monster outside RSA and hit CarneySecond Tornado formed near Moore—F-4 struck outer reaches of RSA and eventually hit Shawnee OklahomaDone with that response around midnight



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We were warned, and it happenedNWS true heroes—skill and warning saved livesAllowed for pre-planning and operational readiness



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Strangest disaster encounteredHad making of making 5/20 look like a property damage accidentF-5 Tornado (worlds widest) turned into a Cat 3 Hurricaine
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A tornado strike is multi-jurisdictional and 
response planning should start with that 
fact…. 
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Multiple “Operational Areas”  that form at 
the same instant—and have to be 
coordinated at the same instant… 
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SITUATIONAL  AWARENESS/BIG PICTURE 
If you need help, we need to 

 know in order to help (HCC, Medical Branch) 



DECISIONS                                    



 Large geographic area with multiple areas of 
operation.  Medics on single unit presented with 
multiple injured (and uninjured family members): 

 
 Stay and set up treatment area 
 Transport critical patients only 
 Send patients out via private vehicle 
 Put everyone in ambulance and transport 

to hospital 



HOSPITAL DESTINATION 
Hospital Augmentation 

•Additional resources 
•Each hospital L-1 Trauma 
 

•Closest Facility 
•Critical patients 
•Back to scene 
•Transport habits 
•Access and egress 
 

SECONDARY RE-DISTRIBUTION 



 Bombing 
 Arrival Mode 
 EMS (33%) 
 Non-EMS (67%) 

 Tornado 
 Arrival Mode 
 EMS (19%) 
 Non-EMS (81%) 
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UNIFIED MEDICAL BRANCH 
 Home jurisdiction 
 Public Health 
 Supporting EMS 
 (Hospitals) 
 
EMS STRIKE TEAMS 
Goal:  Make Medical Branch better…….or make 

Medical Branch easier…. 



 TRIAGE (ANDTAGS) 
 



 “SELF RESPONDERS” MAY NOT BE WHAT 
YOU THINK….. 

 





CONTINUITY OF 
OPERATIONS 



 MAY 19 (2) 
 Adults:  2      Blunt Force Trauma 

 May 20 (25)   
 Adults:  16  Blunt Force (15) / Sequela (1) 
 Children  9  Blunt Force (3) Asphyxia (6)  

 May 31 (22) 
 Adults  14  Blunt Force (8) / Ashphyxia (1) 

    Drowning (5) 
 Children 8  Blunt Force (2) / Asphyxia (1)  

    Drowning (5) 
 

 

 



 May 20th Tornado: 
 Poisoning                       1    0.25%  
 Cut/Pierce   192 48.36% 
 Fall         41  10.33% 
 Struck By/Against   127  31.99% 
 Other      20    5.04% 
 Transportation     16    4.03% 
 Total    397      100% 
   
 May 31st Tornado: 
   
 Poisoning:                    0      0.00%   
 Cut/Pierce      59   41.26% 
 Fall     37   25.87% 
 Struck By/Against                  16   11.19% 
 Other       6     4.20% 
 Transportation    25   17.48% 
 Total   143       100% 

 





•Three hospitals “evacuated” during the incident 
•5/20  Moore—emergency evacuation 5/20 
•5/21  Heart South—patient relocation—water 
•5/31  Mercy El Reno—evacuate critical due to 
infrastructure damage 

 
•Fortunately patient numbers relatively low 
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 They will do incredible things 
 Media Coverage 
 EAP 
 Support: During and After 

 



MICHAEL MURPHY 
405-409-0956 
murphym@emsa.net  



The Double-Edged Sword 
 
Communications Adjunct 
Intelligence Source 
 
 
Citizen Expectations 
Rumor Expansion 
False Calls 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Reality—but Unpredictable 
Huge Logistic Issues/Time 
Consuming 
Requests/Directives Out of Left 
Field 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Part of the Response… 
 
Feed the Monster 
 
Don’t Know What We Do… 
 
Assumptions/Perceptions about 
Rural/Middle America 
 
JICS and PIO’s are OK……BUT will still 
freelance and use anything/anyone they 
can 
 



 95% of Search is done 
by citizens.. 

 3 FEMA Teams 
 1 State Team 
 Multiple “Re-Search” 
 Field Search 

 
 Overuse of Resources? 



 They will do incredible things 
 Media Coverage 
 EAP 
 Support: During and After 
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