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• Attendees from the Fire service? 
– Use VHF?  Have VHF? 

• Law Enforcement? 
• Public Works & Other responders? 
• Emergency Management? 
!

• Involved in Wildland Fire Task Force?

Discussion



AGENDA 
!

• This Morning’s Exercise 
• Status of VHF in Oklahoma 
• Radio Issues Affecting Mutual Aid 
• Radio Issues Affecting Task Forces



• This morning 
!

–Our Observations 
!

–Your Comments

Using Calling/Hailing Channels

Practice at Public Events



• January 28th  Ada 
• April 22nd   Woodward 
• June 3rd   Muskogee 
• August 8th    Lawton 
!

Several Hundred Radios Tested

APCO 2013 Tests

Practice at Public Events



• Check Programming 
!

• Hooked up to “Service Monitor” 
!

• Talked to KNOWN GOOD RADIO

APCO 2013 Tests

Practice at Public Events



• MOST were off frequency 
• Vendors Charged $$$ to reprogram 
!

• Other transmission tuning problems 
• Template hodgepodge

APCO 2013 Tests

Practice at Public Events



Working Right

Practice at Public Events



Bad Alignment

Practice at Public Events



!

With no radio maintenance, 
Narrowbanding makes things 

more precisely WORSE!

Narrowbanding

Practice at Public Events



• Safety 
– Mismatch can cause un-readable signals 

• Liability 
– Violators subject to fines 
– Agencies subject to public embarrassment 
– Risk in mutual aid situation 

• Cooperation  
– Task Force: All on Same Page 
– Mutual Aid: No confusion at staging

Narrowbanding

Practice at Public Events



QUESTIONS?

Eastbound on highway 27 & 71 coming in to Bastrop, Texas, E SE of Austin.  
1386 homes were destroyed early Sept 2011.



John Comstock 
Communications Technician 

Oklahoma County Emergency Management 
405-605-8979 

Jcomstock@oklahomacounty.org 
!

Lucien Jones 
Communications Center Manager 

Okla. City Public Safety Comm. Center 
405-297-2443 

lucien.jones@okc.gov

mailto:Jcomstock@oklahomacounty.org
mailto:lucien.jones@okc.gov

