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TITLE 25.   OKLAHOMA AERONAUTICS COMMISSION
CHAPTER 1.   COMMISSION OPERATIONS
25:1-1-3  &  25:1-1-8
                                               
A. The proposed amendments to the rules will allow designated emergency management use landing sites to receive a windsock from the Commission, free of charge.  These sites are predetermined areas for the landing and taking off of aircraft for emergency management use.  Typical emergency management use operations include medical evacuation/transportation, search and rescue activities and law enforcement related duties.
B. Those most likely to be affected by the amendments are the communities that have these emergency management use landing sites nearby and benefit from the aircraft that are doing emergency management operations at the sites.  
C. Those who will benefit most from the proposed amendments are the municipalities and the members of the communities that have these designated emergency management use landing sites.  With the implementation of these proposed amendments to the rules, these municipalities will have the opportunity to receive these windsocks, free of cost, from the Commission.  This will provide an enhanced level of safety that previously was not achieved at the sites due to the cost of installing and maintaining a windsock.  
D. The economic impact of the proposed rules will be the reduction of cost for municipalities that have previously had to purchase windsocks for their emergency management use landing sites.
E. [bookmark: _GoBack]The probable cost will be the multiplier of the number of windsocks requested from municipalities with designated emergency management use landing sites. The cost to the Commission is not expected to be greater than $5000 a year.  Municipalities would find it easier to install windsocks at these landing sites, therefore making them safer to operate into and out of.  The proposed amendments will not have any impact on state revenues and OAC will continue to be funded by dedicated, non-appropriated aviation generated revenues.
F. The proposed amendments will have a beneficial economic impact on municipalities as they will now be able to receive a windsock, free of cost, for their emergency management use landing sites.  It would require their cooperation in filling out an application and showing a need for the windsock at their emergency management use landing site.
G. The proposed amendments will not have any adverse economic effect on small business as provided by the Oklahoma Small Business Regulatory Flexibility Act.
H. There will be no compliance costs associated with the proposed amendments.
I. The proposed amendments are designed to reduce risks to public safety by making it easier and less costly to install windsocks at designated emergency management use landing sites.  These windsocks will provide valuable wind direction and speed indication to pilots as they land and take off from these sites.  Most of these sites will be open grassy areas, parking lots, or other clear areas that are not designed specifically for the landing and takeoff of aircraft, but can be used during times where urgent aerial access is needed for medical evacuation, search and rescue during natural disasters, law enforcement operations or similar activities.  Because these operations are usually during high stress periods of time, it is important that every effort is made to assist the pilot by giving them as much beneficial information as possible.  When these wind socks provide quick and reliable information to the pilot, they will be able to focus their attention to other important areas so that they may complete the flight in a safe and efficient manner.  
J. If the proposed amendments are not implemented, there is a possibility that these designated emergency management use landing sites will not have any windsocks for pilots to rely upon.  This could cause a less safe and more hazardous operating environment for these pilots and their passengers.
K. The Rule Impact Statement was prepared on December 31, 2013.
