
John S. Richard Mary Fallin 
Director  Governor 

 STATE OF OKLAHOMA  
 DEPARTMENT OF CENTRAL SERVICES  
 
 
 

“SERVICE, QUALITY, INTEGRITY” 
Administration · Will Rogers Office Building (2401 N. Lincoln Boulevard), Suite 206 / P.O. Box 53218 · Oklahoma City, OK 73152-3218 

Telephone: 405/521-2121 · Fax: 405/521-6403 · www.dcs.ok.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Contact: Sara Cowden  
Telephone: (405) 637-6875  
 
September 2, 2011 
 
SAFETY PRECAUTIONS TAKEN AT THE STATE CAPITOL BUILDING  
 
OKLAHOMA CITY –The Department of Central Services (DCS) has initiated safety precautions due to 
crumbling exterior limestone on the southwest corner of the south portico of the State Capitol.  Small pieces of 
the limestone have been found to have dislodged from the walls above the columns. The damage is due to long 
term water intrusion on the 100 year old Capitol building, and has potentially been amplified by the recent heat 
conditions in Oklahoma.    
 
Several small pieces have fallen, and conditions indicate that this will be a continuing problem.  Although these 
pieces are small, they are an indicator of the damage which water intrusion and the harsh Oklahoma weather may 
cause.  “Our immediate concern is for the safety of pedestrians in the capitol area.  We are continuously 
monitoring the facade of the capitol to identify any changes in the known conditions of the limestone,” said John 
Richard, Director of the Department of Central Services.   
 
The area has been cordoned off with cautionary orange barrier fencing to protect pedestrians. DCS is working 
with construction and design experts to determine necessary repairs.  Results of the review will be provided on 
completion. 
 
The 400,000 square foot State Capitol Building was constructed between 1914 and 1919 and was designed by 
architects Solomon Layton and Wemyss Smith.  The March, 2011, State Capitol Building Historic Conditions 
Report  indicates the exterior limestone façades are deteriorating.   
 

### 

http://www.ok.gov/DCS/documents/State%20Capitol%20Conditions%20Report%20for%20Print%202-24-2011.pdf

