BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE LICENSED ARCHITECTS,  
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS OF OKLAHOMA


RULES IMPACT STATEMENT


CHAPTER 10. LICENSURE AND PRACTICE OF ARCHITECTS AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
1. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF THE RULE: 

The proposed revisions to the Rules are being made to Subchapter 1 to add definitions to the Rules allowing a broadly experience professional to obtain licensing or registration after ten (10) years of licensing or registration in another jurisdiction and also allow candidates in the process of obtaining training and testing to use the term intern Architect, Landscape Architect or Interior Designer.  Subchapter 3-13 is increasing fees to Architects, Landscape Architects, Interior Designers, firms and applicants to bring our self funded agency into balance in our revenues versus expenses.  Subchapter 5   is moving a Candidate’s active application from 5 years to one (1) after the last examination was taken and requiring a Candidate to reapply.  This section also is allowing the Board to determine hardship cases and extend the examination retention period.  It is also stating all Architect Candidates beginning July 1, 2009, will test under NCARB provisions.    This section is also implementing the broadly experienced person to obtain licensing or registration.  This section is also bringing the Landscape Architects qualifications in line with the national organization (CLARB).  This section also deletes the six year applicant with passing the NCIDQ examination and the Architects from having to qualify for registration as an Interior Designer, according to the Act.  Training hours and partial hours are also defined for all professions.  The section is also allowing credit for training in a foreign country under a credentialed person.    Subchapter 7 establishes all Architect candidates shall now test under current policies and procedures adopted by NCARB and this Board beginning July 1, 2009.  Stating Candidates shall reapply if their application is expired.  Subchapter 9 adds the word “months” as a correction only.  Subchapter 11 is separating direct supervision in the confines of the office and responsible control so this can be two different persons.  It also allows a generated date to be used on documents along with generated seals and signatures.  Subchapter 13 requires a licensee in direct supervision of employees to be listed on the certificate of authority as an architect of record.  Also adds a requirement that the Architect of Record and the Interior Designer of record be in good standing.  Subchapter 15 allows the Counsel for the Board to close an investigation case.  Subchapter 17 changes a title from acronyms (CEU) to continuing education requirements in the subsection.                               

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE CLASSES OF PERSONS WHO MOST LIKELY WILL BE AFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED RULE, INCLUDING CLASSES THAT WILL BEAR THE COSTS OF THE PROPOSED RULE: 

Fee increases will apply to Architects, Landscape Architects, Interior Designers, firms, applicants and candidates. Licensed architects and persons with six years experience desiring to register as Interior Designers will be affected as they will be required to qualify for registration.  

3. DESCRIPTION OF THE CLASSES OF PERSON WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM THE PROPOSED RULE: 

Architects, Landscape Architects, Interior Designers, firms, candidates and applicants will benefit from the proposed rules.
4. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROBABLE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED RULE UPON AFFECTED CLASSES OF PERSONS, POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS, INCLUDING A DISCUSSION OF FEE CHARGES: 

There is a slight economic impact upon all licensees, registrants, firms and applicants from these proposed amendments. There is no impact on any political subdivisions. 

5. PROBABLE COSTS AND BENEFITS TO THE AGENCY AND TO ANY OTHER AGENCY OF THE IMPLEMENTATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE PROPOSED RULE AND ANY ANTICIPATED EFFECT ON STATE REVENUES INCLUDING ANY PROJECTED NET LOSS OR GAIN IN SUCH REVENUES:

There should be no significant change in the operations of the Board resulting from adoption of the proposed revisions, but it will allow the Board to proceed with current operational levels.  However, the proposed fee increases will increase state revenues and general revenue payments, along with slight budgetary increases that come now due to predicted inflation of ten (10) to thirty (30) percent.  We are anticipating projected revenue increases during a two (2) year period will provide the Board complete coverage for their expenses without having to dip into their small surplus, which is held for hard times or one time purchases, such as computer systems, etc.
6. A DETERMINATION OF WHETHER IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROPOSED RULE WILL HAVE AN ECONOMIC IMPACT ON ANY POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS OR REQUIRE THEIR COOPERATION IN IMPLEMENTING OR ENFORCING THE RULE: 

The proposed revisions to the rules should not have an economic impact on any political subdivisions, nor will they require their cooperation in implementing or enforcing the proposed changes to the rules.

7. MEASURES THE BOARD HAS TAKEN TO MINIMIZE COMPLIANCE COSTS AND A DETERMINATION OF WHETHER THERE ARE LESS COSTLY METHODS OR NONREGULATORY METHODS OR LESS INTRUSIVE METHODS FOR ACHIEVING THE PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED RULE: 

There does not appear to be a less costly or less intrusive method for achieving the purposes of the proposed revisions to the rules, as this agency is self funded and only derives operating monies from fees and penalties.

8. DETERMINATION OF EFFECT OF PROPOSED RULES ON PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT.

The proposed revisions to the rules should not affect the public health, safety or environment.

9. DETERMINATION OF ANY DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT IF THE PROPOSED RULES ARE NOT IMPLEMENTED.

There should not be any detrimental effect on the public health, safety and environment if the proposed rule amendments are not implemented.

10. DATE RULE IMPACT STATEMENT WAS PREPARED:

The rule impact statement was prepared on October 16, 2008.

