February 20, 2003

May 5, 1995

AMENDED ON February 12, 2003

MEMORANDUM

TO:  ALL LICENSED ARCHITECTS

FROM:  THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE LICENSED ARCHITECTS

               AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS OF OKLAHOMA

RE:  DESIGNING PLANS FOR CLIENTS

In recent years, the Board has become aware of situations where the architect has been hired to remodel or make additions to an existing building.  Many times, the owner has the existing plans and may expect the architect to incorporate those plans into the construction documents.  Deceased person’s plans have, in some instances surfaced recently as a portion of plans submitted for building permits, while others have been over forty (40) years old.  This memo is designed to bring these situations to your attention and ensure that the entire architectural plan is developed by the licensed architect based on the current conditions and analysis of the building.  While it is believed the client is the one responsible for most of these situations, the architect is contributing by developing only a limited plan of the building and using his/her seal to obtain permitting.

This is also a reminder that the architect is NOT allowed permitted to review plans and then seal, sign and date them.  The plans are REQUIRED to be wholly developed under his/her direct and personal supervision responsible control as defined in OAC 55:10-1-3.

By sealing, signing and dating your plans, you are ensuring compliance with codes within a specific time frame.  This is an additional protection for you should the plans be used later without your knowledge.

By making you, the professional, aware of these requirements, we hope you can avoid these situations should they arise.  Should you find yourself in any of these situations and we can help, please call the Board office.

