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We are now in the final stretch of the 2010 Elections.  Most of the statewide and local races have become much clearer since the primary and run-off elections have been finalized.  After visiting with Democrats, Republicans and Independent sources, it has become clear which races will be the key races to watch on election night.  Below is a breakdown of the key races to watch.  We have also included a spreadsheet of all the races.
Overall Environment
The political environment in Oklahoma this year is shaping up to be the most favorable environment for Republicans in state history.  It is a surprise to many to learn that there are still more registered Democrats in Oklahoma than Republicans.  There are about 50% registered Democrats, 40% registered Republicans and 10% registered Independents.  This has actually been trending toward Republicans and has for years but the new growing group of voters is Independents.  This group is making up as many as 20% of the voters in certain districts.  We expect this trend to continue.  Even though Democrats outnumber Republicans the real story is that the overwhelming majority of Oklahomans consider them self a conservative.  Therefore, many Democrats vote Republican mostly because they do not identify with the National Democrat Party.
President Barack Obama has the lowest statewide approval ratings of a sitting President in the history of the state and that will have a devastating impact on Democrats on election night.  The Obama backlash in this state almost assures Republicans will perform well on election night.  A good example of how the Democrats are not motivated is to take a look at the primary elections.  Even though the Democrats had a highly contested Governor's race the turnout was one of the lowest in recent times.  Only 25% of registered Democrats bothered to go vote in the primaries.  The Democrats will need a big turnout in November in order to counter the negative Democrat and Obama tide from Oklahoma voters.
The one wildcard this election season is State Question 744.  This State Question would mandate that the Oklahoma legislature fund education spending at the regional per pupil average.  This would be a tremendous increase in funding for common education at the peril of every other entity in the state that relies on state funding.  However, common education groups are strongly supporting this question and the National Education Association has given $3 million to the campaign operation.  The education groups are typically aligned with Democrats.  Therefore, a $3 million campaign could have some positive impact on Democrat efforts to fend off the overwhelming Republican tide.  The issue is whether or not this State Question will be the wildcard that allows Democrats to neutralize the negative environment they are facing.
Governor
This is an historic election in Oklahoma history.  Two female candidates’ are facing off to become the first female Governor in state history.  Lt. Governor Jari Askins - D is facing former Lt. Governor and current Congresswoman Mary Fallin.  Both candidates are very popular and two of the most popular politicians in Oklahoma.  Polls have shown Fallin with a double digit lead but most experts expect this race to tighten and go down to the wire.
Lt. Governor
This is a race between two state Senators.  Todd Lamb - R is the Senate Majority Floor Leader and he is running against Senator Kenneth Corn - D.  Both candidates have raised a similar amount of money and this race has been closer than expected.  Due to the environment and Sen. Lamb's profile many believed this would be a slam dunk for Lamb.  However, Sen. Corn has raised a good amount of money and run a good campaign so far.  This race will really be decided in the last 3 weeks when both candidates are up on television.
Insurance Commissioner
Current Commissioner Kim Holland - D enjoys support from most of the insurance industry but is facing a strong campaign by political newcomer John Doak - R.  Doak's campaign is primarily focused around Holland's connection with Obama.  Holland was a delegate to the Democrat Convention and publicly supported Obama.  This is very unpopular amongst Oklahomans.  However, she has made some smart political moves to distance herself from the Democrat party.  This should end up being a very close race.
Attorney General
This is a race between political newcomer Jim Priest - D and former State Senator Scott Pruitt - R.  Pruitt appears to be the odds on favorite to win this race.
School Superintendent
State Senator Susan Paddack - D is facing a stiff race from political newcomer Janet Barresi - R.  Barresi is running a campaign of reform and promoting more charter schools and conservative agenda items.  Paddack enjoys the support of most of the education community.  This should come down to the wire.
State Treasurer
Representative Ken Miller - R is the odds on favorite to win this race.  He is running against political newcomer Stephen Covert - D.  Miller has all the support from the banking and business community.  He has also raised far more money and should win by a large margin.
State Senate, Current Make-up is 26 Republicans and 22 Democrats
SD 6 - Current State Senator Jay Paul Gumm - D is facing a strong campaign from political newcomer Josh Brecheen - R.  Brecheen has worked for Sen. Tom Coburn and is getting support from his previous work.  However, Gumm is very popular and this is a heavily Democrat district.  Gumm is expected to win in a somewhat competitive race.
SD 10 - This is one of the top target races in the Senate this year.  This seat that was held by Democrat Joe Sweeden and is a potential pick-up for the Republicans.  Rep. Eddie Fields - R is running against political newcomer Dale Christianson - D.  Early polls show Fields with the lead and this will be an expensive and competitive race down to the wire.  The registration is 50% Democrat and 40% Republican.
SD 14 - Another possible pick-up for the Republicans this seat promises to be a close race.  Former State Senator Daryl Roberts - D is running against political newcomer Frank Simpson - R.  The registration in this district is favorable for Democrats with 65% registration and 24% for Republicans, but voting trends favor the Republicans.  Some early polls show Simpson with a slight lead.  This will be a tough race and one with high stakes for both sides.  However, the House seat in this area is held by Republicans and Bush beat Kerry in 2004 getting 63% of the vote.  The voters of this district do not have a problem crossing over and voting Republican.
SD 16 - Current State Senator John Sparks - D is running for reelection and facing a tough race from Sharon Parker - R.  However, this is a good district for Democrats and Sparks should be fine.
SD 18 - This is another possible pick-up for the Republicans and probably their best chance at picking up a seat.  Two political newcomers are facing each other.  Kim David - R is running against Janice Aldridge - D to replace Senator Mary Easley.  This district has been trending toward Republicans for some time but Easley was always able to be reelected.  More than likely this is a pick-up for Republicans.  Democrats have 51% of registered voters compared to 38% for Republicans.  Bush got 60% of the vote over Kerry in 2004.
SD 42 - This is the only Republican incumbent in the Senate facing opposition in the general election.  Senator Cliff Aldridge - R has been targeted by the Democrats and is facing Mike Kelly - D.  Aldridge should win but will need to run a good race to do so.  Registration is pretty even which favors Republicans.  44% of voters are registered Republicans and 42% are Democrats.  Bush got 68% of the vote.
SD 44 – This is another possible pick-up for the Republicans.  This is a seat in South Oklahoma City and is currently held by Debbie Leftwich – D, who opted not to run for reelection.  Randy Rose - D is facing Ralph Shortey - R.  Shortey shocked everyone in the runoff where he was not expected to win.  This race sets up an interesting general election.  The district is a slight edge for the Democrats but this will be competitive.  50% of voters are registered Democrats and 32% are Republicans.  Bush got 63% of the vote in 2004.
House of Representatives
The Republicans have a firm hold on the House and will only strengthen their hold this November.  They are expected to pick-up several more seats.  Here are the key races to watch.
HD 3 - This is the seat being vacated by Neil Brannon who is running for the State Senate.  This is a solid Democrat registration area but the Republicans are gaining ground in this part of the state.  This is between James Lockhart - D and Roger Mattox - R.
HD 9 - This is a race between Marty Quinn - R and Eric Cullen - D to replace House Majority Floor Leader Tad Jones.  Quinn is the odds on favorite to win.
HD 18 - In a sign that Republicans feel there are very few places they are not competitive any more this race to replace Terry Harrsion in Southeast Oklahoma is up for grabs.  This is between Donnie Condit - D and Kyle Burmeir - R.  This is a 72% Democrat registration district.
HD 21 - Another of the solid Democrat districts that Republicans feel they have a chance this year.  This race is to replace John Carey in Southern, Oklahoma and is between Nathan Williams - D and Dustin Roberts - R.
HD 27 - This is a big race for Republicans to hold onto a seat that is being vacated by a Republican.  This is Shane Jett's seat and Josh Cockroft - R is facing off against Chris Odneal.  Cockroft is a 21 year old who ran an impressive campaign in the primary.  This seat is 52% Democrat registration to 35% Republican.
HD 28 - This is another target race because this is a potential pick-up for the Republicans.  This seat is being vacated by Ryan Keisel.  Democrat Ed Smith is facing off against Republican Tom Newell.  This district has 63% registered Democrat to 27% Republican.  However, the district's voting trend favors Republicans.
HD 34 - This is one of the top three races of an incumbent Democrat that has a strong challenge from a Republican.  This is considered a potential pick-up for Republicans.  Rep. Corey Williams - D is facing Republican Ryan Smith.  The registration is 39% Democrat and 46% Republican making it one of only two districts with higher Republican registration being held by a Democrat.
HD 35 - This seat is currently held by Rex Duncan and should stay in the Republican column.  Democrat Rodger Ensign is running against Republican Dennis Casey.
HD 36 - This is one of the most competitive open seats.  This seat is currently held by Republican Eddie Fields who is running for the Senate.  Sean Roberts - R is running against Greg Brown - D.  The district is 53% Democrat and 36% Republican registration.
HD 37 - This is one of the other incumbent Democrats who is facing a tough challenge.  This is the other district that has higher Republican registration (48%) than Democrat (40%).  Rep. Ken Luttrell - D is facing Steven Vaughn - R and because of the district Luttrell will always face stiff challenges.  Luttrell is very popular in his district and got 59% of the vote in his last election.
HD 45 - This is the final incumbent Democrat facing a tough challenge.  Rep. Wallace Collins - D is again facing a challenge from Aaron Stiles.  Stiles ran against Collins in 2008 and lost by 900 votes.  This is a 46% Democrat district to 39% Republican.
HD 66 - Eli Potts - D is facing a stiff challenge from Jadine Nollan - R.  This is a seat currently held by Democrat Lucky Lamons and the Democrats have an edge in registration 49% to 35%.  Both are excellent candidates.
HD 78 - Incumbent Jeanie McDaniel - D usually has competitive races because of her district.  This year she is facing off against Republican Molly McKay.  McDaniel is expected to win.
HD 87 - This is one of the few Republican incumbents with a tough challenge.  Rep. Jason Nelson - R is running against Dana Orwig who is running for the 3rd time.  She lost to Nelson in 2008 by less than 200 votes and lost to Rep. Trebor Worthen in 2006 by less than 300 votes.  
HD 93 - Rep. Mike Christian - R is running against former Representative Wanda Jo Peltier.  Christian is expected to win.
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