STATEWIDE 911 ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2011
MINUTES

Board Members Present: Vicki Atchley, M.T. Berry, Dana Church, Greg Fisher, Ronnie Freeman, Linda Herndon, Leroy Lage, Darryl Maggard, Norman McNickle, Ben Stout, Ron Strecker, Gene Thaxton, Steve Willoughby 

Board Members Absent:   Lanette Coppedge, Darita Huckabee, Lynn Mell, Diane Pedicord,
Richard Ruhl, Blaine Smith, Stephen Williamson
Notice and Agenda of this regular meeting of the Statewide 911 Advisory Board was posted on the door of Room 534A of the Oklahoma State Capitol Building located at 2300 North Lincoln Boulevard on February 17, 2011.  An additional posting was made at http://www.ok.gov/911/Meeting_Information/index.html on February 10, 2011. 
I. Call to Order:  Meeting called to order by Chairman, Norman McNickle, at 1:30 p.m.

II. Roll Call:  Quorum present

III. Introduction of Guests:  Orval Jones, Gene Linton, Mary Harris, Lance Terry, Matt Stillwell, Derek Tatum, Eric Holtzclaw, Philip Clover, Andrea Pogue, Shaun Barnett, Senator Patrick Anderson
IV. Approval of December 2, 2010 minutes:  Motion to approve minutes made by Ron Strecker.  Motion seconded by Leroy Lage.  Motion passed unanimously.  
V. Discussion and possible action changing the April 7, 2011 meeting date to coincide with 9-1-1 Day at the Capitol:  Gene Thaxton and Lanette Coppedge have been working to change the current date set for 9-1-1 Day at the Capitol.  Linda Herndon made a motion to have the April 7th, 2011 Statewide 911 Advisory Board meeting changed to coincide with 9-1-1 Day at the Capitol if possible.  Motioned seconded by M.T. Berry.  During discussion of this motion, Gene Thaxton advised that he would notify the Board of the exact date for the April Statewide 911 Advisory Board meeting and 9-1-1 Day at the Capitol.
VI. Discussion and possible action on legislative issues affecting 911:  Senator Patrick Anderson distributed copies of a Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 175.  The Committee Substitute includes language for the creation of a statewide 9-1-1 coordinator under the Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security (OKOHS) and provides that OKOHS collect and distribute 9-1-1 fees to cogs.  The following Questions were asked of Senator Anderson:
Question 1: Mary Harris:  Is there a funding mechanism for the 9-1-1 coordinator’s position in SB 175?
February 18, 2011 Statewide 911 Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
Page 2
Answer 1: Senator Anderson:  A funding mechanism is not suggested in SB 175.  With additional language however, it may be possible be fund the position with a portion of the collected 9-1-1 fees.
Question 2: Norman McNickle:  How do you envision the statewide coordinator impacting the jurisdictions that run 9-1-1?
Answer 2: Senator Anderson:  Those are challenges that I need input on.  It seems that we need to put one person in place to be a primary source of information for 9-1-1.
Question 3: Mary Harris:  Is the coordinator’s position in SB 175 the same as the one that is in the original law that created the 9-1-1 Advisory Board?   

Answer 3: Senator Anderson:  Yes, that is the intention and the old bill would be repealed.
Question 4:  Vicki Atchley:  How does the board go about educating the legislature on 9-1-1 issues?
Answer 4: Senator Anderson:  A letter from the Board would help and I can support it and take it to legislatures asking them to support 9-1-1 legislation.  

Question 5:  Norman McNickle:  Do you have any target fees in mind for wireless, land-line, and point of sale collections?
Answer 5: Senator Anderson:  My thought is that we need to raise the fee to a point that is sufficient for some time going forward so that we are not frequently revisiting this issue.  To what that amount would be, we are uncertain.  I am open to recommendations.
Question 6:  Orval Jones:  Is it a possibility to get a fee increased in the legislature?
Answer 6: Senator Anderson:  It’s very difficult, right now.  It’s doable with further education of the legislature.  Additionally, the current fees being collected are inconsistent and we would benefit from a more uniformed assessment and collection of fees.  

Question 7:  Mary Harris:  Should we do a feasibility study again?
Answer 7: Senator Anderson:  Not necessarily.  I believe the need for the service and to improve the service is a bigger decision maker.

Question 8:  Orval Jones:  Do you have house sponsors yet?
Answer 8: Senator Anderson:  We will have house sponsors.  I don’t think this will all happen in one year. Creating a position in Homeland Security would be the starting point and identifying funding for those positions.
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Steven Willoughby provided an update to the status of HB 1595, the technical cleanup bill from last year’s pre-paid wireless legislation.  It provides direction to the Tax Commission of where to send the collected service fees. The bill is on its way to the General Appropriation Budget Subcommittee.  Ron Strecker asked if a 9-1-1 fee will be able to be collected from voice over IP carriers.  Chairman McNickle responded that the Board needs to identify a vehicle to collect 9-1-1 fees from every carrier and these types of issues are probably the number one reason Oklahoma needs a statewide coordinator position.  
VII. Update concerning the State of Oklahoma’s E911 Grant:  $346,750.41 of grant funds has been expended.  Gene Thaxton provided agency project statuses.  Garvin and ACOG have completed their projects and the remainder of the agencies are in various stages of their project.  The Department of Public Safety will be visiting those agencies that have completed their projects.  If agencies cannot expend all of their funds, those funds may be moved to another approved agency’s project that could utilize those additional funds.

VIII. Appointment of Nominating Committee for Board Officers:  A nominating committee was created consisting of Steve Willoughby, M.T. Berry, Vicki Atchley, Darryl Maggard and Ronnie Freeman.  
IX. Report and possible action from subcommittee on point of sale fees:  Steve Willoughby spoke on behalf of the subcommittee.  Based on definitions in statute, the subcommittee came up with a 3 prong approach on certifying jurisdictions to receive pre-paid wireless 9-1-1 fees by asking of each jurisdiction: 
Has the jurisdiction voted to assess a wireless 9-1-1 fee?

Is the jurisdiction receiving wireless 9-1-1 fees now?

Has the jurisdiction implemented routing services, at least phase 1 wireless?
If a jurisdiction did not meet at least 1 of the 3 criteria, by default, that jurisdiction’s pre-paid wireless service fees are to be distributed to the County.  The distribution amounts indicated on the subcommittee’s distributed documents are based on the 2009 census information.  The new census data will be used in July 2011, when the distribution amounts will be recertified.  A motion was made by Steve Willoughby that the Board accept the subcommittee’s recommendations for certification of entities for remittion of prepaid wireless service fees to the Oklahoma Tax Commission.  Motion seconded by Gene Thaxton.  The Chairman declared the vote to have passed as follows:
AYE: Vicki Atchley, M.T. Berry, Dana Church, Greg Fisher, Linda Herndon, Leroy Lage, Darryl Maggard, Norman McNickle, Ben Stout, Ron Strecker, Gene Thaxton, Steve Willoughby
NO: None
ABSTAIN: Ronnie Freeman
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X. Discussion and possible action regarding training programs for 911 Communications Officers:  The 9-1-1 training and standards subcommittee recommended that by the year 2013 the Oklahoma State 911 Advisory Board will develop rules and standards for a training program and certification that will comprise up to 40 hours of entry level instruction, for Public Safety Dispatchers.  Darryl Maggard asked the Board to support this recommendation.  Norman McNickle would like the trainees to receive Cleet hours for this type of training.  Eric Holtzclaw stated that although Senator Anderson had not mentioned this during his presentation, he would be willing attach this recommendation to his shell bill.  Gene Thaxton advised that the District Attorney’s Council came up with federal funds for the training of 9-1-1 dispatchers on domestic violence calls.  The funds cover the cost of this day and a half course with travel, per diem and room & board for dispatchers.  Classes may be offered as early as the first part of July 2011.  
Darryl Maggard motioned for the Board to approve the language of the subcommittee’s recommendation and that the Board takes this language and approaches the legislature about sponsoring this and putting this into our rules. Motion seconded by Dana Church. 
Discussion of Motion:  A suggestion to amend the original motion was made to replace the word “rules” with the word “guidelines,” making the recommendation to read:

“By the year 2013 the Oklahoma State 911 Advisory Board will develop rules guidelines and standards for a training program and certification that will comprise up to 40 hours of entry level instruction, for Public Safety Dispatchers.”  

M.T. Berry asked if the motion is to have this language added to the statute that created the Advisory Board.  Darryl Maggard replied, Yes.

Darryl accepted the amendment to his motion.  Dana Church seconded this amendment.  With no objections and abstentions, the motion passed unanimously. 
XI. Public comments concerning 911:  No public comments voiced.
XII. New Business:  No new business voiced.
XIII. Adjournment:  The Chairman adjourned the meeting.
