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Agricultural Pest

Survey (CAPS)

with the goal of

first detection of
agriculture pests

or for certification

of pest-free status

for plant and plant
products export.

Among the CAPS

surveys for 2009 is

the pine pest trapping in 10
counties: Atoka, Choctaw,
Cleveland, Haskell,
Latimer, Le Flore,
McCurtain, Oklahoma,
Pittsburg, and Pushmataha.
Traps were placed at
commercial Christmas tree
farms, state parks, national
forest, lakes, and areas
where wood industries are
located. There are 9 exotic
pine pests listed in the
survey guidelines that
include bark beetles,
sawyer beetles,
woodwasps, and moths.
Barbara Shove, Plant
Protection Specialist,
inspects the traps and trap
collections are sent to OSU
Plant disease & Insect
Diagnostic Laboratory for

contained an American
burying beetle (ABB)

listed as an endangered
species since July 1989.

ABB is the largest species
of the scavenger or carrion
feeders in North America.
They bury the carcasses of
small vertebrates, such as

has disappeared from over
90% of its’ historic range.
The loss, alteration, and
degradation of the beetle’s
habitat, along with a low
reproductive rate have
attributed to the decline of
ABB and led to the
determination of
endangered and threatened
status for the insect.
Oklahoma’s oak-hickory
woodlands and mixed
grassland provide ideal
soils suitable for the
beetle’s burying activity.
Eighteen animal and 2
plant species are on the
Oklahoma endangered or
threatened species list.

CURRENT AND REFORTED HISTORICAL RANGE OF THE AMERICAN BURYING BEETLE
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Oklahoma Invasive Plant Council . .......

The annual meeting of
the Oklahoma Invasive
Plants Council was
held July 8" in
Stillwater with 56
attending from
Oklahoma, Kansas,
and Texas. Speakers
and topics included:
An introduction to the
Oklahoma Invasive
Plant Council invasive
plant species list
developed by the
Oklahoma Native Plant
Society; Oklahoma
Biological Survey;
OSU Natural Resource
Ecology and
Management; and the
Oklahoma Chapter of
The Nature
Conservancy. The
current list names 32
possible problem
species, 23 species to
watch for; and 127
species listed as
problems in bordering
states. A presentation
provided by Jeanetta
Cooper, Program
Administrator, on

species that would
have a regulatory,
quarantine, or
enforcement impact on
Oklahoma’s
agriculture.

An audit by The
Nature Conservancy
invasive species who
uses the Nesom
ranking of threat to
evaluate a species: F1,
plant negatively affects
native species by
altering the
biodiversity,
competition, and
hybridization in the
habitat; F2, plant is
abundant in number &
widespread; or F3,
plant is relatively few
in number, in few
localities. An
overview of the aquatic
nuisance species
management plan
developed by the
Oklahoma Department
of Wildlife
Conservation. A
presentation provided
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Environmental
Biologist from the U.S.
Army Corps of
Engineers shared the
Hazard Analysis and
Critical Control
management systems
developed for aquatic
nuisance species. A
report from the
National Association
of Exotic Pest Plant
Councils. An update
on the weed program
by The State Weed
Specialist from the
Kansas State Plant
Protection & Weed
Control on the
successes since the
noxious weed law went
into effect in 1937.

Critical issues that face
many states and
invasive species
programs are lack of
proper training and
education, funding, and
public awareness.
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Pests and pathogens have
had the biggest impact on
forests in the last 100 years
according to forest
ecologists in the emerald
ash borer (EAB) weekly
situation activity report
from USDA. But not only
forests and urban
landscapes are affected by
the millions of dying and
destroyed ash trees. lvy
Tech College in Indiana
presents “Under the Scope:
How Arthropods Affect
Human Health,” a
program on disease and
medical use of insects. This

Many people have reported
losing a tree that had
memorable or special
significance; Decline of
natural forests and other
recreational sites affect
outdoor activities that are
often part of family
traditions; Death of
numerous trees leading to
increases in temperatures
in urban areas; and dying
trees and devastated
landscapes are associated
with economic losses,
causing physical and
emotional stress.

Arthropods & Emotions ...

cooperatively to ensure that
EAB regulations were not
violated by the 3,000 motor
homes arriving at the
fairgrounds. The group
was not allowed to
transport firewood from
the location since the
fairgrounds were in an
EAB quarantined area.

EAB quarantines are in
place in Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Virginia,
West Virginia, and

study reports the emotional ~ Activities seldom Wisconsin.
effects of losing such large assaciated with
numbers of landscape trees  agriculture, such as the
to emerald ash borer and Family Motor Coach
other invasive pests. The Association meeting in
impact of EAB alone Bowling Green, Indiana are
effects humans in such impacted by the EAB
means as: Loss of 40-80% of quarantine and regulation.
their communities’ tree USDA EAB Plant Health
coverage in some areas in Survey Specialist and the
eastern states. event organizer worked
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Federal Phytosanitary Certificates Issued, July by jeanetia tooper
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State Phytosanitary Certificates Issues, July i s e

USDA Annual Cooperator’s Meeting .......

Jason Baker, Program  termite and general techniques have been
Administrator, pest control in New implemented.
attended the USDA Orleans. The group Approximately 35
Annual Cooperator’s toured the USDA - states were

Meeting in New ARS Southern represented. _
Orleans, Louisiana, Regional Research bl

July 14" — 15" Topics Center, Jackson Square
included cooperators and surrounding streets

web site update, to show areas where
electronic forms and termites are a problem
their use in the and what pest control

the field, GPS used by Agricultural Research Service
private applicators, and

program, technology in USDA United Statas Department Of Agriculturs
#

Pesticide Complaints, FY09 v v vanteenter

FY-09 COMPLAINTS BY CATEG ORY During fiscal year
2009, the Pesticide
Section investigated
198 consumer-
mrercuLRALrLanT ||| generated complaints.
oRNAMENTALAND TURF| || FOrty-seven percent of
DRIGHTOF WAy the complaints were
:;ET:“E“;TE agricultural
applications and 22% of
% complaints involved
structural pest.

0%

22%

%
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Pesticide Relaled Inspections, June and July i s

Number of Inspections

Inspection Type June July Two Month Total
Experimental Use Permit 0 0 0
Marketplace 28 12 40
Pesticide Applicator Facility 21 10 31
Pesticide Service Inspection 0 0 0
Restricted Use Pesticide Dealer 1 2 3
Producer Establishment 0 1 1
Use 35 29 64
Termite 1 0 1
Wood 1 0 1
Pre-treat 17 26 43
Drift Investigation 32 17 49
Suspect Pesticide Label 11 4 15
Worker Protection 1 7 8
Total 148 108 256

Along with the above inspections, CPS pesticide inspectors took 163 Ag Use Samples and 130 Non Ag Use Samples. The
inspectors also participated in 13 certification and training activities including inspector training, CEU meetings, test
sessions, pesticide applicator training and public speaking.

PESTICIDE COMPLAINTS BY FISCAL YEAR Structural pest complaints have been declining over the last
ten years. In FY-99 the Department worked 200 termite
complaints which are more than the total number of
complaints worked in 2008. Many factors may have
contributed to this decline including better education with

46 the implementation of the Pinkston Educational Facility in

- TETE Stillwater, increased enforcement, and new chemicals on

o the market for termite control.
—%—TOTAL

Agricultural plant complaints have remained steady over
. el the last ten years with a slight peak in FY-06 and FY-07 due
BERUB R EBNU U BUGHRTRDNU LB GKHO O to drift on cotton related to herbicide.

Honeybee Update ...
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Anhydrous Ammonia Webcasl Safety Tramning i v
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Anhydrous Ammonia
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Unlawiul Seed Sales.......

License holders of protected | becoming more watchful of | against a producer from
wheat varieties are unlawful sales. Kansas selling OSU
expressing added concern varieties without

about this year’s potential Representatives from certification. This case

for illegal seed sales of Oklahoma Genetics will be the first enforcement
protected wheat varieties. Incorporated (OGI) and the [ litigation filed by OGI since
Wheat harvest ended well Kansas Wheat Alliance its inception.

below average in many (KWA) have indicated they

parts of the state and some are investigating several

producers are searching for |l violations and there will be

new seed wheat. no tolerance for violators.

Investigators for protected For example, enforcement

variety owners are proceedings were brought

Seeds of a papaya

orwe———wa \Weights & Measures Program Performance

grocery store

.
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Weights & Measures Program Performance .......

Random Pack ~ Standard Pack Scanner Scale Violations Cases
Inspections Inspections Inspections  Inspections Forwarded

Total 444 939 4,705 10,038 1,124
Letter of Warnings 26 112 907

Stop Sale Issued 2 24

Rejected

Small & Platform
Scale

Livestock Scales
Ranch Scales
Vehicle Scales

Door-to-Door
Scale Owner

Scale Company

General Council

Additionally, 427 price verification inspections were conducted with letters of
warning issued on 62 of those inspections. Seventeen scale companies received
letters of warning for not properly servicing scales. The weights & measures staff
issued 217 service licenses, 44 device technician licenses.

Wendy Meyer & Tyler Hicks, Ag Field Inspectors, attended the 94" annual National
Conference on Weights & Measures in San Antonio Texas July 12-16. “Getting
Involved and Making a Difference” was this year’s motto. There were several voting
items which will be added to the handbooks used by state Weights & Measures
program administrators as guidelines for inspection procedures. These handbooks
impact US retail sales of $535.4 billion which ensures consistency between federal &
state programs.

Grain Warehouse Board Report by joe piven

The warehouse examiners  state. The average wheat examinations

inspected harvest grade was #3 statewide. for state
conditions statewide. This harvest may not have  chartered
Wheat yields were down been the worst in 50 years, warehouses.
95% in far southern but it will be remembered

Oklahoma and moderated  as a bad year. Warehouse

to a reduction of 25% in auditors have begun a new

the northern part of the round of yearly

Grain warehouse silos
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Oklahoma Dept. of

Agriculture, Food and Forestry

2800 N. Lincoln Blvd.

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105-4298

Phone (405)521-3864
Fax (405)522-4912

htt://www.oda.state.ok.us

Check out our blog
www.agblog.ok.gov

Harvesting wheat
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