
Oklahoma City Educare Center      
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
  

Request for Qualifications 
 

 
Project Description 
Oklahoma City Educare, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma is seeking an artist (or team of artists) to create 
permanent outdoor works of art for their new building which is scheduled to be completed in February 
2009. The areas that are available for art include 9 columns of the front porch, the exterior wall of the 
building (a curved wall with a 3 foot base of stacked stone), a monumental freestanding sign and going into 
the building--the large, central, covered area (the piazza).  This significant outdoor program of artwork will 
be highly visible and must complement the architecture, style, scale, medium and integrity of the new 
building. (Details of the building plan can be seen at the architectÕs website 
www.rdgusa.com/earlychildhood/index.html )  The works of art may be of any appropriate material, 
including mosaic, bas relief cast into the concrete, paint, or any unique or alternative art media as long as it is 
durable, safe, weather resistant, and vandalism resistant.  
 
The goal of this project is to use the artwork as a tool to help create an environment that is welcoming and 
credible and sends a message of reassurance to families and their children that the staff and teachers at 
Educare are devoted to helping their children grow up safe, healthy and with a sound foundation for 
successful learning.  The works should send a message of hope and optimism for the future of the children 
benefiting from EducareÕs programs. The Center is being built in a predominately Latino neighborhood and 
with the Cesar Chavez Elementary School (K-6) being built next door to the Center, the CenterÕs artwork 
will have a broad, significant aesthetic impact. 
 
The chosen artist is responsible for the design, fabrication and installation of the works of art; however, they 
will be an integral partner of the CenterÕs design, architecture and construction teams. 
 
Educare 
Family and community have the greatest influence on how children grow up. But it is education that levels 
the playing field for all children and families. The problem is too many children arrive at Kindergarten 
already behind and too many children keep falling further behind and never catch up. 
 
The network of Educare CentersÑ called the Bounce Learning Network---seeks to shape a new way of 
doing business when it comes to delivering early care and education to our nationÕs most at-risk children 
and families. 
 
Each center is more than a beautiful building. 
 
Each center provides low-income children with the kind of caring, consistent attention that lays the 
groundwork for social and emotional growth and language and literacy development. 
 
Each center is a platform for long-term change in how our country views education, demonstrating that 
including a childÕs first five years of life as part of the public education system is the wisest investment with 
the greatest return. 
 
Each center is unique, recognizing the needs of the particular community where it is located. Oklahoma City 
Educare, in addition to serving children enrolled in the program, will offer family support services to ensure 
that pregnant women and newborns receive health care. New techniques such as Òplay therapyÓ will be part 
of Oklahoma City EducareÕs mental health services, the most comprehensive delivery system for infants, 



young children and families within the network. Oklahoma City Educare will be the first Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified Educare facility in the nation. 
 
Educare Centers in operation include Chicago (www.ounceofprevention.org), Omaha 
(www.educareomaha.com), Milwaukee (www.nextdoormil.org), Tulsa (www.educaretulsa.org), and Denver 
(www.theclaytonfoundation.org). 
 
Budget   
The total budget for the artwork is $70,000, plus costs for construction credits should the artist choose to 
replace materials already planned for in the building construction.  This amount must cover all associated 
costs including design, materials, fabrication, travel, insurance coverage, shipping and installation. 
 
If a design is presented that warrants additional funding, consideration will be given to raising additional 
funds. In this instance a supplemental design and budget would have to be submitted with the Proposal. For 
example, if a water feature (this is only an example) can be added to the original plan but would push the 
total budget over $70,000; the extra design of the water feature and budget for that component can be 
submitted in addition to the $70,000 budget for the artwork. 
   
Artist Eligibility  
Open to professional artists with experience working on public art projects creating site-specific works. 
 
Timeline 

 Application Deadline:  March 10, 2008 at 5:00 pm 
 
 The following dates are subject to change: 
 Notification to Artists :  By March 24, 2008 
 ArtistsÕ Presentation of Proposals:  By May 16, 2008 

Selection of Artist: By May 23, 2008 
Completion of Building:  February, 2009 

 
Application Guidelines 
Submissions for this project must contain the following materials: 

!  A one page maximum typed letter of interest outlining your qualifications for and 
interest in the project, as well as the general idea for your approach.  Please consider the 
following questions when developing your letter of interest: 
♦ Why do you want to work on this project? 
♦ How would you approach this project?   
♦ What materials do you work with that would be appropriate for outdoor use? 
♦ Have you worked on similar projects? If not, what relevant experiences do you have? 
♦ How does the project relate to your current work? 

!  A sketch may be included but must be no larger than 8.5 x 11 inches. Do not send 
original work.  

!  Resume (not to exceed three pages) 
!  An Artist Submission Entry Form and Checklist (attached) 
!  A CD, with 10 to 20 digital photographs in JPEG or TIF format.  All images must have a 

resolution within the range of 72 to 150 dpi and a size not larger than a 5x7.  Annotated 
image/slide list: An image list corresponding with the: 
♦ filename on the CD-ROM should include the following: artistÕs name,  
♦ title of artwork, medium, size, date of artwork completion, location and  
♦ project details (i.e. budget commissioning agency, etc, if public art).  



♦ The list should be sorted in desired priority of viewing. 
!  A list of three references with whom you have worked on a public art project, including 

current telephone number and/or email address. 
!  A self-addressed, stamped envelope (SASE) with postage sufficient for the return of 

your materials. Materials and CDs will not be returned unless a SASE is included. 
 
Send applications to:  Elizabeth Gould 
    Inasmuch Foundation 
    210 Park Ave., Suite 3150 
    Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102 
 

"  All applications must be RECEIVED by 5:00 p.m. CST, March 10,  2008 
"  To ensure fairness, there are no extensions or waivers of deadlines. 
"  Applicants will be notified no later than March 24, 2008 as to the status of their application. 
"  Questions or for more information contact: 

Sarah Roberts 
Inasmuch Foundation 

    210 Park Ave., Suite 3150 
    Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73102 
 

sarah.roberts@inasmuchfoundation.org 
405.604.5292 

 
 
Selection Panel and Selection Criteria 
The artist will be selected based on the materials submitted---please see the Application Guidelines above. 
Selection for this project will be made by a panel of representatives of the Oklahoma City  Educare Arts 
Committee which includes the project architect, members of the Oklahoma City arts community and the 
community at-large.  The Arts Committee will be looking at the merit of the artistÕs work, past experience at 
completing projects on time and within budget, and appropriateness and maintenance requirements of the 
proposed concept. The Arts Committee will also consider artists who can demonstrate sensitivity to the site 
and surroundings. Artists must be able to commit and effectively work within the project timeline and 
collaborate with the CenterÕs administration, architects, and contractors. 
 
Selection Process 
At this stage of the selection process, specific concepts are not required; however, the selection panel would 
like a general idea of your approach to this project. You are welcome to submit drawings, but they should 
not be larger than 8.5 x 11 inches and should not be originals.  
 
Please note that the guidelines are geared for artists with experience in public art commissions.  Artists who 
are unable to submit a CD documenting their previous work should submit a detailed proposal.   
 
The Arts Committee will review applicantsÕ submissions and then select up to five finalists. Each finalist will 
be awarded an honorarium to create a site specific design proposal that should include a scale model, an 
itemized budget, a project timeline and a project narrative. Finalists will be required to present their 
proposals in person. Out-of-area artists will receive a moderate allowance for transportation and per diem 
expenses. The Arts Committee will make the final decision on the artist awarded the project. 
 
Commissioning of artists is implemented without preference to racial or ethnic origins, sex, sexual 
orientation, religious affiliation, disability or age. 
 



The Arts Committee reserves the right to modify this solicitation and to request additional information 
or proposals from any or all participating artists. The Arts Committee reserves the right to accept or 
reject, at any time prior to the commissioning of a work, any or all proposals when the acceptance, 
rejection, waiver or advertisement would be in the best interest of the project. In addition, the panel       
may solicit proposals from artists not responding to this call and reserves the right to select an artist 
outside of the pool or artists responding to this call. 



 
 
 

 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF ENTRIES is 5:00 p.m. CST on March 10, 2008. 

 
Name  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State and Zip Code ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number ____________________Cell Number______________ Fax Number___________ 
 
Email__________________________________Website______________________________________  
 
Submission 

 Entry Checklist 
#  Completed Submission Entry Form 
 
#   CD with 10 -20 digital photographs 
 
#  Typed CD image identification sheet 
 
#  1 appropriately organized set of requested Written Materials 
  (Statement, Resume and Other Information) 
 
#  Adequately sized, addressed and stamped envelope for return of materials.  

CDs will not be returned if envelope is not included in submission.  All other 
materials will be retained by Oklahoma Art in Public Places Program. 

 
 
Please indicate if Artist is submitting as an Individual or as a Team of Artists: 

□ Individual Artist 

□ Artist Team Member.  Type names of other Team Members below: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

ARTIST SUBMISSION ENTRY FORM 
Complete one form for each Artist.  Form must be typed. 



 
 
 
Artist Name  __________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Title of Work _____________________________________________Price:________________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Title of Work         _____________________________________________Price:________________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________  

3. Title of Work        ______________________________________________Price:_______________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

4. Title of Work         ______________________________________________Price:_______________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

5. Title of Work         _______________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location    __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

6. Title of Work        _______________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location   __________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions__________________________________________________________________ 

7. Title of Work        ________________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                    ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions___________________________________________________________________ 

8. Title of Work       __________________________________________________Price:_____________________ 

Owner/Location  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions___________________________________________________________________ 

9. Title of Work       _________________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Date Completed/Dimensions___________________________________________________________________ 

10. Title of Work       __________________________________________________Price:______________________ 

Owner/Location  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Media                   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

DateCompleted/Dimensions____________________________________________________________________  

SLIDE IDENTIFICATION SHEET 
Complete one for each artist.  Form must be typed.  

Name__________________________________ 



 


