[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]SMOKE*FREE

TEXAS






Resolution SUPPORTING A SMOKE-FREe TEXAS

WHEREAS:  Secondhand smoke is the third leading cause of preventable death in the U.S., killing 3,400 Americans due to lung cancer and about 46,000 due to heart disease annually.  Thousands more suffer from second-hand smoke related illness and disease including lung cancer, heart disease, low birth weight, chronic lung ailments and other health problems.
WHEREAS:  The 2006 and 2010 U.S. Surgeon General's report concluded there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke.

WHEREAS:  Twenty-nine states already have comprehensive smoke-free laws, and Texans in 34 cities – including the state’s four largest - are currently covered by comprehensive smoke-free indoor workplace ordinances. Unfortunately, 55 percent of Texans are still not protected from secondhand smoke exposure in the workplace. Without a statewide law, over 23 percent of Texans will never enjoy this protection as they live in unincorporated cities or rural areas where no entity exists to pass or enforce this type of legislation.

WHEREAS:  Cigarette smoking and secondhand smoke cost $92 billion in productivity losses each year in the U.S., according to the U.S. Centers of Disease Control and Prevention. 
WHEREAS:  Smoke-free workplace laws in other states have been shown to have an immediate impact on these figures, saving lives and saving the state millions of dollars in health care costs.  Numerous studies, including analysis of sales tax receipts in numerous Texas cities, show that going smoke-free does not adversely impact the hospitality industry. In fact, businesses ultimately save money on health care costs, insurance, cleaning and other indirect costs of secondhand smoke. 

WHEREAS:  70 percent of Texans favor making all the state's workplaces, restaurants and bars smoke-free, according to a 2011 public opinion poll conducted by Baselice and Associates. 
WHEREAS:  Ethnic minorities are disproportionately targeted by the tobacco industry and suffer disparately from the health risks of tobacco and secondhand smoke, requiring that the tobacco dependence issue be addressed not only as a rightful public health priority, but also as an important social justice priority. 
BE IT RESOLVED:  That the undersigned Texas organization endorses a comprehensive statewide smoke-free workplace law that will prohibit smoking in indoor workplaces, including restaurants and bars, to protect all Texans from the dangers of secondhand smoke exposure in the workplace. 
Name of Organization___________________________________   Number of Members _______________
Contact Person___________________________________________________________________________
Address, City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________________________
Phone, Fax, E-mail _______________________________________________________________________
Authorized Signature ____________________________________________ Date _____________________
Please Return To:

Shuronda Robinson, Smoke-Free Texas 

Email to srobinson@smokefreetexas.org
For more information on this Resolution, call Shuronda Robinson at (512) 472-6112 or (512) 297-9392.

For more information on Smoke-Free Texas, visit www.smokefreetexas.org. 

All Texans deserve to breathe smoke-free indoor air!

www.smokefreetexas.org








