	



Pledges a good sign

August 18, 2008 09:45 am

— Editor, Daily Press:
The staff of the Communities of Excellence Tobacco Control Program attended the Kids Day Back to School event at the Cherokee County Community Building on July 30, along with other area organizations. We provided families and children with information on the dangers of tobacco use and the opportunity to get help in quitting smoking.
Ninety-four parents signed a pledge to keep their homes and cars free from cigarette smoke! 
We know that each year, exposure to secondhand smoke causes 150,000 to 300,000 acute lower respiratory tract infections (pneumonia and bronchitis) in children 18 months and younger.
It also exacerbates 400,000-1,000,000 cases of asthma and results in middle ear infections, coughing and wheezing in children.
R.J. Reynolds Chairman Charles Harper said at a stockholders meeting in 1996, “If children don’t like to be in a smoky room, they’ll leave.”
When asked by a shareholder about infants who can’t leave a smoky room, Harper said, “At some point, they begin to crawl.”
I would like to thank the parents of Cherokee County who pledged to protect their children from secondhand smoke, the Community Partners of Adair and Cherokee Counties coalition members, Kid Connections, and community partners for continuing to offer families help gear their children up for another healthy and safe school year.
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