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Back to School Traffic Safety
Oklahoma Highway Safety Office urges adults, children to be cautious
(OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.) –As children and teens across Oklahoma head back to school, the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office reminds motorists to slow down and pay attention to school zones, city streets, and crosswalks.
“It’s very important for drivers to be aware that classes are back in session and that children will be walking, biking, or riding to school,” said Alice Collinsworth, OHSO communications manager. 

Collinsworth said drivers need to slow down in school zones, watch for crosswalks, and be on the lookout for kids riding to and from school on bicycles and getting on and off school buses. 

In Oklahoma in 2009, 202 crashes involved a school bus. One person was killed and 101 were injured. During the same year, 598 crashes involved pedestrians, with 32 deaths and 532 injuries.

The OHSO offers the following tips for drivers, parents and students:

Motorists:

· Slow down and obey all traffic laws and speed limits; pay attention to school zones.

· When a school bus is stopped and red flashers are on, drivers in both directions are required to stop before reaching the bus and remain stopped until the flashing lights are turned off.

· Watch for children walking or bicycling in the street and for youngsters gathering near bus stops.

· When backing out of a driveway or leaving a garage, look for children walking or biking to school.
Parents:

· Help your children learn and practice safety rules for walking, bicycling and riding in a car or bus. 

· Always buckle up in your car and make sure your children are secured in age- and size-appropriate car seats. 

· Always supervise young children walking or biking to school and as they wait at a bus stop.
(cont’d)

Students:
· If you ride a school bus, know and practice the safety rules for waiting at the bus stop, getting on and off the bus, and riding the bus. If you walk to school, obey the safety rules for pedestrians. Always cross at crosswalks or corner-to-corner. Obey all traffic lights or crossing guard instructions.

· Always buckle up when riding in a car, and ride in the back seat. It’s the safest place for young people. Be a good role model for siblings and friends.
· If you ride a bike, always wear a bicycle helmet and obey all traffic rules.
“Going back to school is an exciting and busy time for families,” Collinsworth said. “Parents need to take the time to talk with their children about safety, and to be sure kids are acquainted with the best routes to school and the best safety practices. And of course drivers always need to be on the lookout for children on city streets.”
For more information, visit www.ohso.ok.gov, www.nhtsa.gov, www.safekids.org, or www.walktoschool.org. 
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