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STA TE OF OKLA HOM A

2nd Session of  t he 53 rd Legislature (2012 )

SENA TE/HOUSE BILL By:

A S INTRODUCED

A n A ct  relat ing t o state government ;  

BE IT ENA CTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STA TE OF OKLA HOM A :

§ 301 .  Short title

Sect ions 15  t hrough 39  301  t hrough 325  of  t his act  shall be know n and may be cit ed as

the " Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct " .

§ 302 .  Legislative intent

It  is t he intent  of  t he Legislature that  t he law  ref lect  t he f ollow ing it ems:

1 . That  t he operat ion of  government  be properly  conducted so that  public of f ic ials of

polit ical subdiv isions of  t his state are independent  and impart ial and that  a public of f ice is not  used

for private gain other t han the remunerat ion prov ided by law .  Public interest ,  t herefore, requires

that  t he law  protect  against  any conf lic t  of  int erest  and establish standards f or t he conduct  of

elected of f ic ials and government  employees of  polit ical subdiv isions of  t his state in sit uat ions

w here conf lic t s may ex ist ;

2 . That  t he government  at t ract  t hose cit izens best  qualif ied t o serve.  Thus, t he law

against  conf lic t  of  int erest  must  be so designed as not  t o impede unreasonably or unnecessarily  the

recruitment  and retent ion by government  of  t hose best  qualif ied t o serve.  Public of f ic ials of

polit ical subdiv isions should not  be denied t he opportunit y ,  available t o all other c it izens, t o acquire

and retain private economic interest s except  w hen such interests conf lict  w it h t he responsibilit y  of

such of f ic ials t o t he public;

3 . That  t he campaign process in t his state operate t o ensure that  the people of  t his

state elect  t heir representat ives of  polit ical subdiv isions in an informed and equitable manner and

that  qualif ied persons become candidates f or public of f ice w it h f ull conf idence in t he abilit y  of  t he

process t o protect  them f rom w rongful allegat ions of  unlaw ful elect ion pract ices;

4 . That  t he people be f ree t o seek redress of  t heir grievances and express t heir

opinions t o all government  polit ical subdiv ision of f ic ials on current  issues and pending legislat ive

act ions at  every  local level of  government ;
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5 . That  t hese object ives of  protect ing the integrit y  of  government  and of  f acilit at ing

the recruitment  and retent ion of  qualif ied personnel by  prescribing rest rict ions against  conf lic t  of

interest  w it hout  creat ing unnecessary barriers t o public serv ice be implemented;

6 . That  no of f icer or employee of  any polit ical subdiv ision of  t his state, have any

interest , f inancial or otherw ise, direct  or indirect ;  engage in any business t ransact ion or professional

act iv it ies; or incur any obligat ion of  any nature that  is in substant ial conf lic t  w it h t he proper

discharge of  dut ies in t he public interest ;  and

7 . That  all public of f ic ials and public employees of  polit ical subdiv isions of  t his state

are agents of  t he people and hold t heir posit ions f or t he benef it  of  t he people.  They are bound t o

uphold t he Const it ut ion of  t he Unit ed States and t he Const it ut ion of  t his state and t o perform

ef f ic ient ly  and f ait hfully  t heir dut ies under t he law s of  t he f ederal,  st ate and local governments. 

Such of f icers and employees must  observe, in t heir of f ic ial acts,  high standards of  ethics regardless

of  personal considerat ion, recognizing t hat  promot ing t he public interest  and maintaining t he

respect  f or t heir government  must  be a f oremost  concern.

§ 303 . Administration of act–Certain clerks not to receive complaints under act

A . The prov isions of  t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  shall be administered as

follow s:

1 . The Ethics Commission created in Sect ion 1  of  A rt ic le XXIX  of  t he Oklahoma

Const it ut ion, shall administer t he Polit ical Subdiv ision Ethics A ct  w it h respect  t o candidates or

candidate commit t ees for county  of f ice, campaigns f or or against  county  ballot  measures and

public of f ic ials and public employees elected or appointed t o serve in county government ;

2 . The municipal c lerk shall administer t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  w it h

respect  t o candidates or candidate commit t ees f or municipal of f ice, commit t ees support ing or

opposing candidates f or municipal of f ice and campaigns f or or against  municipal ballot  measures

other than t hose involv ing ut ilit y  f ranchises; and

3 . The clerk of  t he board of  educat ion shall administer t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics

A ct  w it h respect  to candidates or candidate commit t ees f or school dist rict  of f ice or commit t ees

support ing or opposing candidates f or school dist rict  of f ice.

B. The Neit her t he Ethics Commission, t he municipal c lerk and nor t he c lerk of  t he

board of  educat ion shall not  receive any complaint s of  v iolat ions of  t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics

A ct  and.  The municipal c lerks and t he clerks of  t he boards of  educat ion shall be lim it ed to t he

dut ies prescribed in paragraphs 1 , 2 , 3 , 4  and 5  of  Subsect ion A  of  Sect ion 19  305  of  t his t it le.

§ 304 . Definitions

A s used in the Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct :

1 . "Accept" ,  w it h reference t o a cont ribut ion, means f ailure by a candidate, designated

agent  or subagent  of  a candidate or the t reasurer or agent  or subagent  of  a commit t ee t o expressly

and uncondit ionally  reject  and return a t endered cont ribut ion t o t he cont ributor w it hin six  (6 )

business days f rom receipt  of  t he t ender.

2 . "Act"  means t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct ,  Sect ions 301  t o 325  of  Tit le 51

of  the Oklahoma Statutes.

3 . "Address"  means mailing address unless otherw ise specif ied in t his act .

4 . "Affiliated"  or "connected entity"  means any ent it y  w hich direct ly  or indirect ly

establishes, administers or f inancially  support s a polit ical ent it y .
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5 . "Ballot measure"  means a proposit ion or measure submit t ed t o voters for their

approval or reject ion at  a county  or municipal elect ion other t han one involv ing ut ilit y  f ranchises.

6 . “ Bundled contributions”

a. In general.   For t he purposes of  Sect ion 314 .1  of  t his act ,  t he term “ bundled

cont ribut ion”  means any cont ribut ion or other payment :

(i) t ransmit t ed or f orw arded f rom the cont ributor or payor t o t he covered ent it y

by another person; or

(ii) received by t he covered ent it y  f rom the cont ributor or payor,  w here t he

covered ent it y  eit her know s another person raised or solic it ed such cont ribut ions or

payments, or credit s another person f or raising or solic it ing such cont ribut ions or

payments t hrough records, designat ions or other means of  recognit ion.

b. Joint fundraising.   If  tw o or more persons have joint ly  prov ided bundled

cont ribut ions t o a covered ent it y  or have been credit ed for joint ly  prov iding bundled

cont ribut ions t o a covered ent it y ,  t hen each such person shall be deemed to have prov ided

the t otal amount  of  such bundled cont ribut ions t o t he ent it y  for the purpose of  apply ing t he

monetary  t hresholds described in Sect ion 187 .1of  Tit le 21of  t he Oklahoma statutes.

7 . "Business"  means any corporat ion, lim it ed liabilit y  company, partnership, lim it ed

liabilit y  partnership, lim it ed partnership, sole proprietorship, f irm , enterprise, f ranchise, associat ion,

organizat ion, self -employed indiv idual,  holding company, joint  st ock company, receivership, t rust ,

or any legal ent it y  through w hich business is conducted f or prof it ;

2 .  8 . "Business day"  means any day except  a Saturday, Sunday or a legal holiday

designated in Sect ion 82 .1  of  Tit le 25  of  t he Oklahoma Statutes.

9 . "Calendar quarter”  means each t hree-month period of  a calendar year,  beginning on

January  1 , A pril 1 ,  July  1  and October 1  of  each year;

3 . 10 . "Campaign"  means and includes all act iv it ies f or or against  t he elect ion of  a

candidate t o a specif ic  local of f ice f or a specif ic  t erm, or t he passage or defeat  of  a ballot  measure

f rom the date of  acceptance of  t he f irst  cont ribut ion, t he making of  t he f irst  expenditure, t he f iling

of  a declarat ion of  candidacy or a public announcement  of  int ent  t o seek such elect ion, w hichever

is f irst ,  unt il a f inal campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ures report  is f iled;

11 . "Campaign expenditure"  is an expendit ure not  otherw ise prohibit ed w hich is used t o

def ray t he costs of  a candidate' s campaign including, w ithout  lim it at ion, advert ising, t ravel and

food w hile campaigning, and costs f or campaign w orkers, w hether paid or volunteers.

4  12 . "Candidate" means a person w ho seeks nominat ion or elect ion to local of f ice.  A n

indiv idual is a candidate w hen the indiv idual:

a. has f iled a not if icat ion and declarat ion of  candidacy f or any public local of f ice w it h

the secretary  of  any county  elect ion board;

b. is nominated as a “ subst it ute candidate”  pursuant  t o Sect ion 1 -105  of  Tit le 26  of

t he Oklahoma Statutes; or

c. solic it s or accepts cont ribut ions, makes expendit ures or gives consent  t o an

indiv idual organizat ion, part y  commit t ee, or other commit t ee t o solic it  or accept

cont ribut ions or make expendit ures t o secure elect ion to any local of f ice at  any

t ime, w hether or not  t he of f ice for w hich t he indiv idual w ill seek nominat ion or

elect ion is know n w hen the:
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(i) solic it at ion is made;

(ii) cont ribut ion is accepted; or

(iii) expendit ure is made.

The t erm " candidate"  shall include a person w hose candidacy is unopposed, but  shall not  include

any person w ho has w it hdraw n such not if icat ion and declarat ion of  candidacy;

5 . 13 . "Candidate committee”  means t he commit t ee, consist ing of  one or more persons

w ho may be t he candidate only ,  designated by a candidate to promote t he candidate' s candidacy

and serve as t he recipient  of  all cont ribut ions and t he disburser of  all expendit ures for the

candidate;

6 . "Committee"  means a candidate commit tee, polit ical act ion commit t ee, polit ical

part y ,  or organizat ion;

14 . “ Clearly identified”  means t he candidate’ s name, nickname, photograph or draw ing

appears, or t he ident it y  of  t he candidate is otherw ise apparent  including, but  not  lim ited t o, an

unambiguous reference such as “ t he Governor,”  “ your State Representat ive,”  or “ t he incumbent ,”

or including, but  not  lim it ed t o, an unambiguous reference to his or her status as a candidate such

as “ t he Democrat ic gubernatorial nominee”  or “ t he Republican candidate f or State Senate Dist rict

No. 49  in Oklahoma” ;

15 . "Commission"  means t he Ethics Commission;

16 . "Committee"  means a candidate commit tee, polit ical act ion commit t ee, or part y

commit t ee;

7 . 17 . "Compensation"  means money, serv ice, f acilit y  or t hing of  value or f inancial benef it

w hich is received or is t o be received in return for or in connect ion w it h :

a. an advance, conveyance, f orgiveness of  indebtedness, deposit ,  dist ribut ion, loan,

payment ,  pledge, or t ransfer of  money or anything of  value; or

b. a cont ract ,  agreement ,  promise, or other obligat ion for an advance, conveyance,

f orgiveness of  indebtedness, deposit ,  dist ribut ion, loan, payment ,  pledge, or t ransfer

of  money or anything of  value,

f or serv ices rendered or t o be rendered;

8 . " Complainant "  means a person f iling a complaint  pursuant  t o t he prov isions of   21

of  this act ;

9 . "Contributor"  means and includes every  person or commit t ee w ho makes a

cont ribut ion;

10 . 18 . "Contribution"

a. means and includes any money, propert y ,  or in-k ind serv ices, including but  not

lim ited to, print ing or engrav ing, radio or t elev ision t ime, billboards, advert ising,

subscript ion, f orgiveness of  indebtedness, personal or professional serv ices or any

other t hing of  value w hatsoever w hich is given or loaned t o be used in a campaign:

(i) a gif t ,  subscript ion, loan, guarantee or f orgiveness of  a loan, conveyance,

advance, payment ,  dist ribut ion, or deposit  of  or anything of  value made to

and w it h t he know ledge and f or t he benef it  of  a candidate or commit t ee,

w hich expressly  advocates t he elect ion or defeat  of  a c learly  ident if ied
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candidate or candidates or t he passage or defeat  of  a ballot  measure or

ballot  measures, or f or reducing t he debt  of  such commit t ee;

(ii) an expenditure expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified

candidate or candidates or the passage or defeat of a ballot measure or ballot

measures made by a person or committee, other than a candidate committee,

with the cooperation of, or in consultation with, a committee, a candidate,

candidate committee, or candidate's agent or that is made in concert with, or at

the request or suggestion of, a candidate, candidate committee, or candidate's

agent;

(iii) the difference between the payment to a person, other than a candidate or

committee, of compensation for personal services or products to the candidate or

committee, and the reasonable and customary rate charged by the person for like

services or products in like quantities when the candidate or committee has

knowledge of the discounted services or products;

(iv) anything of value received by a committee that is transferred from another

committee or other source;

(v) sums paid for tickets for a political event such as a reception, rally, or a similar

fundraising event; however, the amount of any such contribution may be reduced

for the purpose of complying with the reporting and contribution limitations

requirements of Chapter 10 of this title, by the actual cost of consumables

furnished by the committee in connection with the purchase of the tickets, and

only the excess over the actual cost of the consumables shall be deemed a

contribution;

(vi) the candidate's own money used on behalf of that candidate's candidacy; and

(vii) the difference between the open market value and a discount or rebate:

(i) not extended to the public generally; or

(ii) by a television or radio station not extended equally to all candidates for

the same office.

b. The t erm " cont ribut ion"  shall not  include:

a. (i) money loaned t o a candidate in connect ion w it h his ow n campaign by a

bank, sav ings and loan associat ion or credit  union w hich is t o be repaid w it h

interest  at  a rate comparable t o t hat  of  loans f or equivalent  amounts f or

other purposes, t he value of  serv ices prov ided w it hout  compensat ion by any

indiv idual w ho volunteers on behalf  of  a candidate or commit t ee;

b. (ii) t he value of  serv ices prov ided w it hout  compensat ion by indiv iduals

volunteering a port ion or all of  t heir t ime on behalf  of  a candidate,

organizat ion, polit ical act ion commit t ee, or polit ical part y ,  f or purposes of

t he cont ribut ion lim it s set  f orth in Sect ion 187 .1  of  Tit le 21  of  t he Oklahoma

Statutes, the t ransfer of  any f unds by a polit ical act ion commit t ee t o an

af f iliat ed or connected polit ical act ion commit tee or by  a part y  commit t ee t o

an af f iliat ed or connected part y  commit t ee, prov ided t he commit t ees have

been established as provided by law  and t he t ransferring commit t ee and t he

receiv ing commit t ee have been established, direct ly  or indirect ly ,  and are

administered or f inancially  supported, direct ly  or indirect ly ,  by  a common

ent it y ;
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e. (iii) f or purposes of  t he cont ribut ion lim it s set  f ort h in Sect ion 2  of  t his act ,  t he

t ransfer of  any f unds by a polit ical act ion commit t ee t o another polit ical

act ion commit t ee, prov ided t he commit tee has been established as prov ided

by law  if  t he t ransferring commit t ee and t he receiv ing commit t ee have been

established, direct ly  or indirect ly ,  and are administered or f inancially

supported, direct ly  or indirect ly ,  by  a common organizat ion, or any payment

or obligat ion incurred by a corporat ion, labor organizat ion, membership

organizat ion, cooperat ive or corporat ion w it hout  capit al st ock f or t he

establishment ,  administ rat ion, and solic it at ion of  cont ribut ions t o a separate

segregated f und or polit ical act ion commit t ee t o be ut ilized for polit ical

purposes;

d. (iv ) any payment  or obligat ion incurred by a corporat ion, labor organizat ion,

membership organizat ion, cooperat ive or corporat ion w it hout  capit al st ock

for t he establishment ,  administ rat ion, and solic it at ion of  cont ribut ions t o a

separate segregated f und or polit ical act ion commit t ee t o be ut ilized f or

polit ical purposes a nonreimbursed payment  made by an indiv idual f or t he

indiv idual' s ow n t ravel expenses on behalf  of  a commit t ee;

(v) a payment  made by an occupant  of  a residence or of f ice f or cost s related

to a meet ing or f undraising event  held in the occupant ' s residence or of f ice

if  t he cost s f or t he meet ing or f undraising event  do not  exceed f ive hundred

dollars ($500 ).  How ever, if  t he occupant  host s more t han one (1 ) event  in

an elect ion cycle for t he same benef ic iary , all subsequent  payments t hat

exceed f ive hundred dollars ($500 ) in t he aggregate are cont ribut ions;

(v i) a loan of  money made in t he ordinary  course of  business by a f inancial

inst it ut ion authorized t o t ransact  business in this state at  t erms and interest

rates generally  available t o a member of  t he public w it hout  regard to t hat

person' s status as a state of f icer or state employee or a candidate f or state

of f ice by t he inst it ut ion;

(v ii) a communicat ion by a corporat ion, labor organizat ion, or associat ion aimed

at  it s employees, members, ow ners, st ockholders, directors, execut ive

administ rat ive personnel, or t heir f amilies;

(v iii) a t ender of  a cont ribut ion if  t he t ender is not  accepted, including use as

collateral;

(ix ) t he f air market  value earnings of  a sole proprietorship, partnership, lim it ed

partnership, lim it ed liabilit y  partnership, or lim it ed liabilit y  company; or

(x) a communicat ion w hich does not  expressly  advocate t he elect ion or defeat

of  a c learly  ident if ied candidate or candidates or t he passage or defeat  of  a

ballot  measure or ballot  measures.

c. If  any person makes, or cont ract s t o make, any disbursement  f or any elect ioneering

communicat ion as def ined in this sect ion; and such disbursement  is coordinated

w ith a:

(i) candidate or authorized commit t ee of  such candidate, or agent  or of f ic ial of

any such candidate, such disbursement  or cont ract ing shall be t reated as a

cont ribut ion t o t he candidate supported by t he elect ioneering communicat ion

and as an expendit ure by t hat  candidate commit t ee;
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(ii) st ate or local polit ical part y  or commit tee t hereof , or agent  or of f ic ial of  such

polit ical part y ,  such disbursement  or cont ract ing shall be t reated as a

cont ribut ion t o t he polit ical part y  of  t he candidate or candidates supported

by t he elect ioneering communicat ion and as an expendit ure by t hat

candidate’ s or candidates’  part y ;  or

(iii) ballot  measure commit t ee, or an agent  or of f ic ial of  any such ballot  measure

commit t ee; such disbursement  or cont ract ing shall be t reated as a

cont ribut ion t o t he ballot  measure commit t ee supported by t he

elect ioneering communicat ion and as an expendit ure by that  ballot  measure

commit t ee;

19 . "Contributor"  means and includes every  person w ho makes a cont ribut ion;

20 . “ Covered entity.”   For t he purposes of  Sect ion 314 .1  of  t his act ,  t he t erm “ covered

ent it y ”  means any of  t he f ollow ing:

a. A ny corporat ion as def ined in t his sect ion, other t han a corporat ion described in

paragraph (3 ) of  sect ion 501 (c) of  t he Internal Revenue Code of  1986  and exempt

f rom tax under sect ion 501 (a) of  such Code;

b. A ny labor organizat ion as def ined in t his sect ion;

c. A ny group described in paragraph (4 ),  (5 ),  or (6 ) of  Sect ion 501 (c) of  t he Internal

Revenue Code of  1986  and exempt  f rom tax under sect ion 501 (a) of  such Code;

and

d. A ny polit ical commit t ee under sect ion 527  of  t he Internal Revenue Code of  1986 ,

other t han a polit ical commit t ee under t his t it le;

21 . "Day"  means calendar day, except  t hat  in instances w here a report  or other

document  is required t o be f iled w it h t he Commission and t he calendar day upon w hich such a

report  or document  must  be f iled f alls on a day other t han a business day, any such report  or

document  may be f iled on t he immediate next  business day;

22 . “ Disclosure date”   For t he purposes of  Sect ion 314 .1  of  t his act ,  t he t erm

“ disclosure date”  means:

a. t he f irst  date during any calendar year by  w hich a covered ent it y  has made

disbursements f or peripheral campaign act iv it y  in an aggregate amount  equal t o or

exceeding $1 ,000 ; and

b. any other date during such calendar year by  w hich a covered ent it y  has

made disbursements for peripheral campaign act iv it y  in an aggregate amount  equal

t o or exceeding $1 ,000  since t he most  recent  disclosure date for such calendar

year;

11 . "Commission" means t he Ethics Commission;

12 . 23 . "Election"  means a Primary , Run-of f  Primary , General,  or Special Elect ion in

w hich a candidate or ballot  measure is on t he ballot ;

13 . 24 . "Election board"  means t he appropriate county  elect ion board in reference t o

candidates w ho f ile a declarat ion of  candidacy w it h t he county elect ion board;
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25 . "Election cycle" means the period beginning the day after the General Election, up to

and including the following General Election, including a Primary, Special Primary and the following

Special General Election;

26 . “ Electioneering communication”

a. means any communicat ion or series of  communicat ions t hat  is sent  by  handbill or

direct  mail;  broadcast  by  radio, t elev ision, cable or satellit e;  or appear in a

new spaper, magazine or on a billboard w hich –

(i) refer to one candidate or one or more of  t he same clearly  ident if ied

candidates or one ballot  measure or one or more of  t he same ballot

measures;

(ii) are made w it hin –

(A ) 60  days before a general or special elect ion f or t he of f ice sought  by

the candidate or candidates or t he ballot  measure or ballot  measures;

or

(B) 30  days before a primary  or runof f  primary  elect ion f or t he of f ice

sought  by  t he candidate or candidates; and

(iii) are t argeted t o t he relevant  electorate;

b. does not  mean –

(i) a communicat ion or series of  communicat ions appearing in a new s story ,

commentary , or editorial dist ributed t hrough t he f acilit ies of  any

broadcast ing stat ion, new spaper, magazine, or other periodical publicat ion,

unless such f acilit ies are ow ned or cont rolled by any polit ical part y ,  polit ical

act ion commit t ee, candidate, candidate commit t ee or ballot  measure

commit t ee;

(ii) a communicat ion or series of  communicat ions w hich const it ute an

expendit ure or an independent  expendit ure under t his chapter;  or

(iii) a communicat ion or series of  communicat ions w hich const it ute a candidate

debate or f orum or w hich solely  promotes such a debate or f orum and is

made by or on behalf  of  t he person sponsoring t he debate or f orum;

c. For purposes of  t his def init ion, a communicat ion or series of  communicat ions w hich

refer to one or more clearly  ident if ied candidates or one or more ballot  measures are

‘ t argeted t o t he relevant  electorate’  if  t he communicat ion or series of

communicat ions have been or can be received by 2 ,500  or more persons in t he

municipalit y ,  dist rict ,  or county  t he candidate seeks t o represent ;

14 . 27 .  "Expenditure" means 

a. a purchase, payment , dist ribut ion, cont ribut ion, loan, advance, compensat ion,

reimbursement ,  f ee deposit ,  t ransfer of  f unds betw een commit t ees, or a gif t  made

by a commit t ee w hich is used t o expressly  advocate t he elect ion or defeat  of  a

clearly  ident if ied candidate or candidates or t he passage or defeat  of  a ballot

measure or ballot  measures of  money securement ,  or any other t hing of  value, or

serv ices including but  not  lim it ed t o postage, t elephone, t elegraph, print ing,

advert ising, t ravel,  lodging, meals or entert ainment  f or w hich payment  is made w it h
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private or public f unds, and includes a cont ract ,  promise or agreement  t o make an

expendit ure, w hether or not  legally  enforceable;

b. A n expendit ure does not  include t he f ollow ing:

(i) a loan of  money, made in the ordinary  course of  business, by  a f inancial

inst it ut ion authorized t o t ransact  business in this state;

(ii) a communicat ion by a corporat ion, labor organizat ion, or associat ion aimed

at  it s employees, members, ow ners, st ockholders, execut ive administ rat ive

personnel,  or t heir f amilies;

(iii) uncompensated serv ices prov ided by an indiv idual volunteering the

indiv idual' s t ime;

(iv ) a t ransfer of  f unds t o another commit t ee if  such t ransfer is not  accepted; or

(v) any new s story , commentary, or edit orial dist ributed through t he f acilit ies of

any broadcast ing stat ion, new spaper, magazine, or other periodical

publicat ion, unless such f acilit ies are ow ned or cont rolled by any polit ical

part y ,  polit ical act ion commit t ee, candidate, candidate commit t ee or ballot

measure commit t ee;

28 . “ Expenditure incurred”  means an amount  ow ed to a credit or f or purchase of

delivered goods or completed serv ices;

   15 . 29 . "Family"  means an indiv idual,  his or her spouse, if  any, and all children under t he

age of  eighteen (18 ) years residing in t he same household;

    16 . 30 . "Governmental entity"  means any department ,  commission, authorit y , council,

board, bureau, commit t ee, legislat ive body, agency, public t rust ,  or other establishment  of  t he a

polit ical subdiv ision of  t his state;

    17 . 31 . "Income"  means any money or t hing of  value received, or to be received as a c laim

on future serv ices, w hether in the f orm of  a f ee, salary , gif t ,  expense, allow ance, f orbearance,

f orgiveness, interest ,  div idend, royalt y ,  rent ,  capital gain, or any other f orm of  recompense or any

combinat ion t hereof ;  prov ided, t he t erm " income"  shall not  include campaign cont ribut ions;

    18 . 32 . “ Independent  expendit ure”  means an expendit ure made by a person t o advocate

the elect ion or defeat  of  a c learly  ident if ied candidate or candidates or a ballot  measure or ballot

measures, but  w hich is not  made to, cont rolled by, coordinated w ith, requested by, or made upon

consultat ion w it h a candidate, commit t ee, t reasurer, deputy t reasurer or agent  of  a candidate

commit t ee or a ballot  measure commit t ee;

33 . "In-kind contribution or expenditure"  means goods or serv ices provided t o or by  a

person at  no charge or f or less t han t heir f air market  value, but  shall not  include serv ices prov ided

by a volunteer;

34 . “ Loan”  means a t ransfer of  money, propert y ,  guarantee, or anything of  value in

exchange for an obligat ion, condit ional or not , t o repay in w hole or part ;

35 . "Local office"  means all elect ive of f ices f or w hich declarat ions of  candidacy are f iled

w it h t he secretary  of  any county  elect ion board;

19 . 36 . "M inisterial action"  means an act ion t hat  a person performs in a prescribed

manner w hich involves no discret ionary  judgment ;
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20 . 37 . "Organization"  includes a corporat ion, government  or governmental

subdiv ision or agency, business t rust , estate, t rust ,  part nership or associat ion, union, educat ion or

act ion group or commit t ee or ent it y  w it h tw o or more persons having a joint  or common polit ical

interest ; means a:

a. labor organizat ion;

b. collective bargaining organization;

c. local, state, or national organization to which a labor organization pays membership or per

capita fees, based upon its affiliation and membership; or

d. trade or professional association that receives its funds exclusively from membership

dues or service fees, whether organized inside or outside the state;

38 . "Party committee"  means a polit ical part y  or any af f iliat ed or connected ent it y ;

21 . 39 . "Person"  means an indiv idual,  corporat ion, lim it ed liabilit y  company,

associat ion, proprietorship, f irm , partnership, labor union or labor organizat ion lim it ed liabilit y

partnership, lim it ed partnership, joint  venture, joint  st ock company, syndicate, business t rust ,

estate, t rust ,  company, organizat ion, commit tee, or c lub or other organizat ion, or a group of

persons w ho are voluntarily  act ing in concert ;

40 . “ Peripheral campaign activity”

a. In general.   For t he purposes of  Sect ion 314 .1  of  t his act ,  t he term “ peripheral

campaign act iv it y ”  means:

(i) an independent  expendit ure consist ing of  a public communicat ion;

(ii) an elect ioneering communicat ion, as def ined in t his sect ion, prov ided

how ever t hat  t he t ime period in t he def init ion of  “ elect ioneering

communicat ion”  shall be 120  days instead of  60  days;

(iii) a t ransfer of  f unds f rom a covered ent it y  t o another person f or t he purpose

of  f unding such an independent  expendit ure or elect ioneering

communicat ion by t hat  person, as described by Paragraph (2 );  or

(iv ) a t ransfer of  f unds f rom a covered ent it y  t o another person f or t he purpose

of  f unding a t ransfer by  t hat  person, as described by Paragraph (3 ).

b. Transfers made for purpose of funding peripheral campaign activity.   A  t ransfer of

f unds by a covered ent it y  t o another person is “ f or t he purpose of  funding such an

independent  expenditure or elect ioneering communicat ion by t hat  person or by  any

other person,”  if  one or more of  t he follow ing apply :

(i) The covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred the f unds designates, request s, or

suggest s t hat  t he t ransferred f unds be used by t he recipient  t o make an

independent  expendit ure consist ing of  a public communicat ion or an

elect ioneering communicat ion, as def ined in t his sect ion;

(ii) The person t o w hom the amounts w ere t ransferred or it s agent  or

representat ive solic it ed t he covered ent it y  f or f unds t o make an independent

expendit ure consist ing of  a public communicat ion or an elect ioneering

communicat ion, as def ined in t his sect ion;

(iii) The covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred the f unds has spent , in aggregate, 25

percent  or more of  it s gross receipt s in t he period beginning on t he f irst  day
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of  t he calendar year and ending on t he t ransfer date t o make independent

expendit ures consist ing of  a public communicat ions or elect ioneering

communicat ions, as def ined in t his sect ion;

(iv ) The covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred the f unds spent ,  in aggregate, 25

percent  or more of  it s annual gross receipt s or asset s in t he immediately

preceding calendar year t o make independent  expendit ures consist ing of

public communicat ions or elect ioneering communicat ions, as def ined in t his

sect ion;

(v) t he covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred t he f unds spent , in t he aggregate,

$5 ,000  or more to make independent  expendit ures consist ing of  public

communicat ions or elect ioneering communicat ions, as def ined in Sect ion

304  of  t his act ,  during the 12 -month period w hich ends on the date of  t he

t ransfer;  or

(v i) t he covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred t he f unds knew  or had reason t o know

that  t he recipient  w ould use t he t ransferred f unds t o make independent

expendit ures consist ing of  a public communicat ions or elect ioneering

communicat ions, as def ined in t his sect ion, in t he 12 -month period

beginning on t he date of  t he t ransfer;

22 . 41 . "Political action committee"

a. means a combinat ion of  at  least  tw o indiv iduals, or a person other t han an

indiv idual,  except  a corporat ion or labor union:

(i) w it h t he primary  or incidental purpose of :

(A ) expressly  support ing or opposing a c learly  ident if ied candidate or

candidates or polit ical part y ,  except  t hose required t o f ile w it h t he

Federal Elect ion Commission or t he Ethics Commission, and or

(B) support ing or opposing a ballot  measure; and

b. (ii) w hich accepts or gives cont ribut ions or makes expendit ures, including

independent  expendit ures, f rom a joint  account  aggregat ing at  least  Tw o

Five Hundred Dollars ($200 .00 ) during a calendar year;

b. does not  include:

(i) a part y  commit t ee or a candidate commit t ee; or

(ii) a combinat ion of  indiv iduals, or a person other t han an indiv idual,  if  t he

combinat ion of  indiv iduals, or a person other than an indiv idual,  solic it s

cont ribut ions on behalf  of  a commit t ee; and, any cont ribut ions received as a

result  of  t he solic it at ion are f orw arded t o t he commit t ee w it hout  being

deposit ed in any account ;  and, the cont ribut ions are required by t hese rules

to be reported by t he commit tee t hat  receives t he cont ribut ions;

(iii) a corporat ion; or

(iv ) a labor union;

42 . "Political party"  means any polit ical part y  so recognized f or t he purpose of  hav ing

candidates appear on t he ballot ;



Proposed Draft of Legislative Changes — Staff Recommendations for the PSEA, 2012  Session

For Considerat ion at  t he Ethics Commission January  12 , 2011 , Public Hearing/Special M eet ing

Page 12  of  35  pages

24 . 43 . "Public employee"  means any person w ho is employed by and receives

compensat ion f rom any governmental ent it y ,  but  shall not  mean independent  cont ractors or public

of f ic ials;

25 . 44 . "Public official"  means an elected or appointed of f ic ial in the execut ive or

legislat ive branch of  a polit ical subdiv ision of  t he state;

26 . 45 . "Represent" or "representation"  means any f ormal or informal at t endance

before, or any w rit t en or oral communicat ion w ith, or t he f iling of  documents w it h any

governmental ent it y  on behalf  of  a person or organizat ion w hether gratuit ous or f or compensat ion;

27 . " Respondent "  means a person named in a complaint  f iled pursuant  t o t he prov isions

of  Sect ion  21  of  t his act ;

    28 . 46 . "Source"  means t he name, address, and descript ion of  t he principal business

act iv it y  of  a person or organizat ion; and

29 . " Substant ial f inancial int erest "  means an interest  t hat  could result  in direct ly  or

indirect ly  receiv ing a substant ial pecuniary  gain or sustaining a substant ial pecuniary  loss as a result

of  ow nership or interest  in a business ent it y ,  or as a result  of  salary , gratuit y  or other compensat ion

or remunerat ion f rom any person, partnership, organizat ion or associat ion.

47 . "Surplus funds"  arise:

a. w hen a candidate commit t ee has an unexpended balance of  f unds not  otherw ise

obligated f or t he purposes specif ied in Subsect ion (A ) of  Sect ion 316  of  t his t it le;

b. w hen a commit t ee formed to support  or oppose a ballot  measure has an

unexpended balance of  f unds not  otherw ise obligated f or any campaign expendit ure;

or

c. w hen a commit t ee, other t han a candidate commit t ee or a ballot  measure

commit t ee, has an unexpended balance of  f unds not  otherw ise obligated to f urt her

the commit t ee' s purposes; and

48 . "Transfer"  means the movement  or exchange of  anything of  value betw een

commit t ees, except  t he disposit ion of  surplus funds or material asset s by a candidate commit t ee t o

a part y  commit t ee in accordance w it h t he dissolut ion procedure in Sect ion 314 (e) of  t his act .

§ 305 . Pow ers and responsibilities of Commission and other administrators – Promulgation

of rules and regulations

A . Ethics Commission.   The Ethics Commission shall:

1 . Serve shall serve as t he of f ic ial reposit ory f or f inancial disclosure statements,

campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ures report s and such other documents f iled by

candidates or candidate commit t ees f or county of f ice and public of f ic ials and public

employees of  county  government  as pertain t o it s dut ies;

2 . A ccept  and f ile any informat ion voluntarily  supplied t hat  exceeds the requirements

of  t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct ;  prov ided, t he Commission shall not  require

the disclosure of  any informat ion other t han as specif ically  prov ided by t he Polit ical

Subdiv isions Ethics A ct ;

3 . M ake shall make available f rom it s w ebsit e f orms upon w hich informat ion shall be

prov ided as required by t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  and copies of  t he
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Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  f or all candidates, commit t ees, of f ic ials,  and

employees required t o submit  such f orms; and

3 . may, in it s discret ion and w here appropriate, issue ethics interpretat ions pertaining

to t he prov isions of  t his A ct  w hen requested by any person or commit t ee w ho may

be subject  t o t he jurisdict ion of  t his A ct .  Before issuing an ethics interpretat ion, t he

Commission shall announce it s considerat ion of  an ethics interpretat ion at  a meet ing

of  t he Commission, publish on it s w ebsit e a copy of  t he request  f or t he ethics

interpretat ion w it h suf f ic ient  delet ions t o prevent  t he disclosure of  t he ident it y  of

t he person or persons involved in t he sit uat ions presented in t he request  f or t he

ethics interpretat ion, schedule and prov ide not ice of  a hearing on t he request  no

few er t han t hirt y  (30 ) days af ter t he announcement  and accept  both w rit t en and

oral comments on t he request  at  t he hearing.  A t  least  f ive (5 ) days before t he

hearing, Commission staf f  comments and/or draf t  ethics interpretat ions shall be

made available t o t he public f or comment .  Should t he Commission determ ine t hat  a

request  requires a response more quickly  t han t he not ice and hearing w ould permit ,

t he Commission may issue a conf ident ial “ emergency opinion”  w it hout  not ice and a

hearing, and such an emergency opinion shall apply  only  t o t he person making t he

request  and shall be lim it ed to t he specif ic  f act  sit uat ion included in t he request .  

Notw it hstanding t he issuance of  such an emergency opinion, t he request  f or an

ethics interpretat ion shall be scheduled f or not ice and hearing, t he same as any

other request .   If  t he ethics interpretat ion t hereaf ter adopted is dif f erent  t han t he

emergency opinion, t he ethics interpretat ion shall be given prospect ive ef f ect .   The

Commission shall publish all ethics interpretat ions issued on it s w ebsit e w it hin t hirt y

(30 ) days of  t he date of  issuance.  Provided, failure of  a person t o request  an ethics

interpretat ion shall have no relevance in any prosecut ion under t his A ct  involv ing

such person; and

4 . shall enforce and collect  such late f iling f ees as prov ided f or by  t he Polit ical

Subdiv isions Ethics A ct .   The Commission shall establish a procedure by w hich an

employee of  or person cont ract ing w ith t he Commission shall conduct  a hearing

regarding any late f iling f ee imposed upon w rit t en request .   The hearing may be

conducted w ithin t hirt y  (30 ) days of  t he request .   The decision of  t he person

conduct ing t he hearing may be appealed to t he Commission upon w rit t en request .

B. M unicipal clerks.   The municipal c lerks shall serve as t he of f ic ial repositories f or

f inancial disclosure statements, campaign cont ribut ions and expenditures report s and such other

documents f iled by candidates or candidate commit t ees f or municipal of f ice, except  f or

municipalit ies greater t han 250 ,000  in populat ion.

C. Clerks of boards of education.   The clerks of  t he boards of  educat ion shall serve as

the of f ic ial reposit ories for f inancial disclosure statements, campaign cont ribut ions and

expendit ures report s and such other documents f iled by candidates or candidate commit tees f or

school board of f ice.

D. Ethics Commission, municipal clerks and clerks of boards of education.   The Ethics

Commission, municipal c lerks and clerks of  t he boards of  educat ion shall:

1 . accept  and f ile any informat ion voluntarily  supplied t hat  exceeds the requirements of

t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct ;  prov ided, t he Commission shall not  require t he

disclosure of  any informat ion other t han as specif ically  prov ided by t he Polit ical

Subdiv isions Ethics A ct ;  and
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4 . 2 . M ake make campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ures report s,  polit ical act ion

commit t ees'  regist rat ions and f inancial disclosure statements f iled w it h it  available

during regular business hours t o t he public subject  t o t he Open Records A ct ,

Sect ion 24A .1  et  seq. of  t his t it le.   No original or record copies of  report s,

regist rat ions and statements shall be removed f rom the of f ice of  t he Commission. 

No records or materials of  t he Commission shall be subject  t o t he Oklahoma Open

Records A ct  unless expressly  prov ided for in t his act ;  .

5 . Preserve such report s,  regist rat ions and statements in accordance w it h t he Records

M anagement  A ct ,  Sect ion 201  et  seq. of  Tit le 67  of  the Oklahoma Statutes, or f or a

period of  at  least  tw o (2 ) years f rom date of  receipt ;

6 . Issue ethics interpretat ions pertaining t o t he prov isions of  t he Polit ical Subdiv isions

Ethics A ct  w hen requested by any person or commit t ee under the jurisdict ion of  t he Commission

and publish it s ethics interpretat ions annually ;  prov ided, t hat  f ailure of  a person t o request  an ethics

interpretat ion shall have no relevance in any subsequent  proceeding under t he Polit ical Subdiv isions

Ethics A ct .   Prov ided f urt her,  such interpretat ion shall be binding on t he Commission in any

subsequent  proceeding under t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct .   Suf f ic ient  delet ions shall be

made by t he Commission in published ethics interpretat ions t o prevent  t he disclosure of  t he ident it y

of  the persons involved in the sit uat ions presented in t he ethical int erpretat ions;

7 . Pursuant  t o a complaint  f iled under t he prov isions of  Sect ion 307  of  t his t it le and as

specif ically  authorized by law , hold hearings, subpoena w it nesses upon a vote of  a majorit y  of  t he

members of  t he Commission, and compel t heir at tendance and t est imony, administer oaths and

af f irmat ions, t ake ev idence, and require by subpoena the product ion of  any books, papers, records,

or other it ems relevant  t o t he performance of  t he Commission' s dut ies or exercise of  it s pow ers; 

 8 . Enforce and collect  such late f iling f ees as prov ided f or by t he Polit ical Subdiv isions

Ethics A ct .   The Commission shall establish a procedure by w hich an employee of  or person

cont ract ing w it h t he Commission shall conduct  a hearing regarding any late f iling f ee imposed upon

w rit t en request .   The hearing shall be conducted w it hin t hirt y  (30 ) days of  t he request .   The

decision of  t he person conduct ing t he hearing may be appealed t o t he Commission upon w rit t en

request ;  and

9 . Init iat e and cont inue programs for t he purpose of  educat ing of f ic ials,  employees and

cit izens of  polit ical subdiv isions of  this state on mat ters of  ethics and government  serv ice.

§ 305 .1 . Repealed by House Bill 2408 , § 6 , emerg. eff.  July 1 , 2010 .

§ 306 . Promulgation of statutory rules and regulations

A . The Ethics Commission shall be authorized t o promulgate rules and regulat ions

pursuant  to t he A dminist rat ive Procedures A ct ,  Sect ion 250  et  seq. of  Tit le 75  of  the Oklahoma

Statutes, f or t he purpose of  carry ing out  it s dut ies pursuant  t o t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct

w it h respect  t o candidates and candidate commit t ees f or county  of f ice, f or campaigns f or county

init iat ives and referenda and f or county  of f icers and employees.

B. The Ethics Commission shall adopt  rules and regulat ions prov iding standards f or

allow ing regist rat ions, report s and statements t o be f iled on magnet ic media or in other machine-

readable f orm w it h t he Commission.

§ 307 . Complaints – Repeal

A . Except  as otherw ise prov ided in t his sect ion, complaint s alleging v iolat ions of  t he

prov isions of  t his act  by  persons, commit t ees, candidates, public of f ic ials or public employees of
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county  government  shall be f iled w ith t he Ethics Commission.  The Commission shall not  accept  a

complaint  alleging a v iolat ion by a candidate f or local of f ice other t han county  of f ice.  Such

complaint  must  be f iled by t he complainant  w it h t he dist rict  at t orney of  the county  in w hich t he

v iolat ion is alleged t o have occurred.

B. The Commission shall not  init iat e any invest igat ion or other proceedings except :

1 . Pursuant  t o a complaint  w hich meets t he requirements of  t his sect ion; or

2 . Pursuant  t o t he prov isions of  Sect ion 23 *  of  t his act .

C. Complaints shall be made in w rit ing and signed by t he person making the complaint

and shall be verif ied and notarized.  Each complaint  shall st ate specif ically  t he sect ions of  t he

Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  t hat  t he person named in t he complaint  is alleged to have v iolated

and t he date of  t he alleged v iolat ion, w hich shall not  be more t han tw o (2 ) years before t he date

the complaint  is f iled.  The Execut ive Director shall be authorized, w it hout  act ion of  t he

Commission, t o refuse to accept  any complaint  w hich does not  meet  t he requirements of  t his

sect ion and shall not if y  t he person f iling t he complaint  of  t he reasons for such refusal.   The

Execut ive Director shall,  w it hout  act ion of  t he Commission, f orw ard any complaint  f iled w it h t he

Commission, over w hich the Court  on t he Judic iary  has jurisdict ion t o t he Court  on t he Judic iary . 

The Execut ive Director shall f orw ard any complaint  alleging a v iolat ion by a member of  t he

Commission t o t he Council on Judicial Complaint s,  w hich shall be authorized t o refer t he complaint

t o the dist rict  at t orney of  t he county  in w hich t he alleged v iolat ion occurred.

D. No person shall disclose t he content s of  a complaint ,  his or her intent ion to f ile a

complaint ,  t he f act  that  a complaint  has been f iled or his or her know ledge of  another person' s

intent ion to f ile a complaint ;  prov ided, t he respondent  may disclose t he ent ire contents of  a

complaint  and any related materials at  any t ime in t he proceedings.  If  t he respondent  so discloses,

any provisions of  t his act  prohibit ing disclosure of  informat ion shall be w aived and t he complaint

and all records and materials related thereto shall be open for public inspect ion.

E. No complaint  alleging any v iolat ion of  t he provisions of  Sect ions 24  t hrough 31 *  of

t his act  by a candidate or by  any person in connect ion w it h a campaign f or county  of f ice may be

f iled w it h, received by or init iat ed by t he Commission during t he period beginning on t he f irst  day of

t he period f or f iling declarat ions of  candidacy f or t he of f ice and ending on t he day af t er cert if icat ion

of  the result s of  t he elect ion at  w hich t he of f ice is f illed.

F. A  copy of  any complaint  f iled w it h t he Commission t hat  meets t he requirements of

subsect ion C of  t his sect ion and a general st atement  of  t he applicable law s w it h respect  t o t he

complaint ,  shall be sent  by  cert if ied mail t o t he person named in t he complaint .   Such person shall

have tw enty  (20 ) days f rom the day of  receipt  of  t he copy of  the complaint  t o f ile a w rit t en

response t o t he complaint .   Upon w rit t en request  by  t he person, t he chairman of  t he Commission

may extend t he t ime for response an addit ional tw enty  (20 ) days.

G. A  complaint  may be w it hdraw n by t he complainant  at  any t ime during t he

proceedings out lined in t his sect ion w it h t he consent  of  t he Commission and t he respondent .

H. Upon the f iling of  a complaint , t he Commission shall determ ine if  t he complaint  may

be resolved by act ion on the part  of  eit her part y  or by  a conciliat ion agreement  pursuant  t o t he

prov isions of  subsect ion Q of  t his sect ion or if  t he complaint  should be dismissed.  If  not ,  t he

Commission may cause an invest igat ion t o be conducted and may order a hearing t o be held

pursuant  to t he provisions of  A rt ic le II of  t he A dminist rat ive Procedures A ct .   The respondent  shall

have t he right  t o be present  during any of  the proceedings except  the f inal deliberat ions and t he

right  t o appear w it h counsel and shall be not if ied t hat  t he invest igat ion and hearing may result  in a
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referral of  t he complaint  t o t he appropriate authorit y  f or prosecut ion if  a crim inal penalt y  is prov ided

in t his act  for t he v iolat ion c ited in t he complaint .   The complainant  shall not  be present  except  at

such t imes as he may be required t o prov ide test imony.

I. The rules of  ev idence shall apply  t o any hearings held pursuant  t o t he prov isions of

t his sect ion.

J . A ll proceedings held pursuant  t o t he prov isions of  t his sect ion shall be conducted in

execut ive sessions.  A ll records relat ing t o any such complaint ,  rev iew  or invest igat ion shall be

conf ident ial and not  open f or public inspect ion.

K. The Commission shall cause a record t o be made of  such proceedings and shall

request  a hearing of f icer t o conduct  t he proceedings and adv ise the Commission as necessary .  The

hearing of f icer shall be an at torney licensed t o pract ice law  in this state.  The Court  A dminist rator

shall designate hearing of f icers.  The Execut ive Director or designee shall present  t he complaint  and

any ev idence support ing t he complaint .   The Commission shall determ ine:

1 . The order of  t he proceedings;

2 . The order in w hich t he Execut ive Director or designee and the respondent  and his or

her counsel are t o put  on t est imony and ev idence, cross-examine w it nesses and present

arguments; and

3 . Such other mat ters as may be necessary t o ensure orderly  proceedings.  The

Commission may request  t he assistance of  t he hearing of f icer in making such determ inat ions.

L. A t  t he conclusion of  t he hearing, t he Commission shall conduct  f inal deliberat ions

and shall determ ine if  t he complaint  may be resolved by a conciliat ion agreement .   No other person

shall be present  at  such deliberat ions; prov ided, af t er such determ inat ion, t he Commission may

request  t he assistance of  t he Execut ive Director.

M . A t  t he conclusion of  f inal deliberat ions, t he Commission shall set  forth it s

determ inat ion in w rit ing w it h f indings of  f act  and conclusions of  law .  Such w rit t en decision w it h

f indings of  f act  and conclusions of  law  must  contain one of  t he follow ing orders:

1 . A  dismissal of  t he complaint ;

2 . A n order ref lect ing t he t erms of  a conciliat ion agreement  w it h t he respondent

pursuant  to t he provisions of  subsect ion Q of  t his sect ion; or

3 . For complaint s alleging a v iolat ion of  this act  f or w hich a crim inal penalt y  is

prov ided, an order referring t he complaint  and all material gathered by t he Commission concerning

the alleged v iolat ion t o t he appropriate authorit y  f or prosecut ion or act ion; prov ided such referral

shall only  be made upon t he af f irmat ive vote of  a majorit y  of  t he members serv ing that  t here is

probable cause t o believe t hat  t he respondent  commit t ed a know ing and w illf ul v iolat ion of  t he

sect ions of  t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  c it ed in t he complaint .  If  t he Commission refers

the complaint  f or prosecut ion or act ion, t he records of  any proceedings held pursuant  t o t he

complaint  shall be t ranscribed.

A s used in this sect ion, " appropriate authorit y "  means t he dist rict  at t orney of  t he county  in

w hich t he v iolat ion occurred.  If  uncertaint y  ex ist s as t o t he county  in w hich t he v iolat ion occurred,

t he Commission may prosecute in,  or refer complaint s t o t he dist rict  at t orney of ,  any county  in

w hich t he ev idence indicates t he v iolat ion m ight  have been commit t ed.

N. If  t he appropriate authorit y  declines to prosecute or t ake act ion, t he invest igat ion

and order and all materials related thereto shall remain conf ident ial.   If  t he appropriate authorit y
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decides t o prosecute or t ake act ion, t he respondent  shall be ent it led t o a copy of  any report

prepared by t he Commission concerning t he complaint  and only  that  material presented at  t rial shall

become open f or public inspect ion.  If  t he Commission dismisses t he complaint ,  all materials related

to the invest igat ion shall be dest royed by t he Commission six  (6 ) months af t er t he date of  dism issal

unless such materials are required f or prosecut ion of  f iling a f rivolous complaint  pursuant  t o t he

prov isions of  Sect ion 22 *  of  t his act .

O. In making a determinat ion pursuant  to t he prov isions of  subsect ion M  of  t his

sect ion, t he Commission may exercise such discret ion as it  deems necessary  t o prov ide f airness t o

the accused and t o maintain conf idence in t he public of f ic ials and employees w ho are subject  t o

the prov isions of  this act .

P. A ny person disclosing any material made conf ident ial pursuant  t o t he prov isions of

t his sect ion, upon convict ion, shall be guilt y  of  a m isdemeanor and shall be punished by a f ine not

exceeding Ten Thousand Dollars ($10 ,000 .00 ).   If  t he Commission upon a vote of  a majorit y  of  t he

members serv ing determ ines that  conf ident ial inf ormat ion has been disclosed, it  shall f orw ard any

materials related t o such disclosure, along w it h any informat ion it  deems necessary , t o t he

appropriate dist rict  at t orney.

Q. A  conciliat ion agreement  to resolve any complaint  f iled may be entered into by t he

Commission and t he respondent  at  any t ime during t he proceedings prov ided f or in t his sect ion.  A

conciliat ion agreement ,  unless v iolated, shall be a bar t o any other act ion by t he Commission or t he

dist rict  at t orney.  A  conciliat ion agreement  shall not  be made public unless such disclosure is made

part  of  t he agreement .   A  conciliat ion agreement  may include a requirement  that  t he respondent

pay a c iv il penalt y  of  up t o Tw o Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2 ,500 .00 ).

Such penalt ies shall be deposit ed w it h t he State Treasurer t o the credit  of  t he General

Revenue Fund.  If  t he Commission f inds, or eit her part y  alleges, t hat  a conciliat ion agreement  has

been v iolated, t he Commission shall conduct  a hearing under t he procedures specif ied in t his

sect ion t o determ ine if  t he conciliat ion agreement  has been v iolated and, if  so, if  t he complaint

should be referred to t he appropriate authorit y  for prosecut ion.  A  conciliat ion agreement  may be

amended by t he Commission.

§ 308 . Frivolous complaints  –  Repeal

It  shall be unlaw ful t o f ile a f rivolous complaint  w it h the Ethics Commission.  A  person shall

be deemed to have f iled a f rivolous complaint  if :

1 . The person has submit t ed or has caused or conspired w ith t he complainant  t o

submit  substant ially  t he same complaint  t o t he Commission w it hin t he preceding six  (6 ) months;

2 . To t he best  of  his or her know ledge, t he complaint  is not  accurate or is not  w ell

grounded in f act ;  or

3 . The complaint  is made for an improper purpose, including harassment  of  any person

named in t he complaint .   

If  t he Commission upon a vote of  a majorit y  of  t he members serv ing determ ines t hat  a

f rivolous complaint  has been f iled, it  shall f orw ard t he complaint ,  along w it h any informat ion it

deems necessary , t o t he appropriate dist rict  at torney.  A ny person conv icted of  f iling a f rivolous

complaint  shall be guilt y  of  a m isdemeanor and shall be punished by a f ine not  exceeding Ten

Thousand Dollars ($10 ,000 .00 ).
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§ 309 . Filing of statements or reports  –  Delinquency

The Ethics Commission shall post  in public v iew  in it s of f ice a list  of  t hose delinquent  in

f iling any statements or report s required by t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct .   It  shall send a

delinquency not ice t o t he appropriate person w it hin tw enty-f our (24 ) hours of  t he f iling deadline by

registered or cert if ied mail or email and may impose late f iling f ees as provided by law .  If  any

person has not  f iled any statement  or report  w it hin fort y -eight  (48 ) hours af t er receipt  of  such

not ice, t he Commission may, on it s ow n mot ion, inst it ute proceedings against  such person

pursuant  to t he provisions of  Sect ion 21  of  t his act ;  prov ided, t he prov isions of  subsect ion E of

Sect ion 21  of  t his act  shall not  apply  t o proceedings inst it uted pursuant  t o t he provisions of  t his

sect ion.

§ 310 . Reports of contributions from candidates and committees

A . If  a candidate or commit t ee has accepted one or more cont ribut ions, or made one or

more expendit ures during a report ing period, t he designated agent  shall be required to f ile a

complete w rit t en report  of  all cont ribut ions and expenditures as provided f or in t he Polit ical

Subdiv isions Ethics A ct .   If  a candidate or commit t ee has not  accepted any cont ribut ions and has

made no expendit ures during a report ing period, t he designated agent  shall f ile a statement  of

inact iv it y .

B. Every  candidate or candidate commit tee f or county  of f ice and every  commit t ee,

except  f or commit t ees support ing or opposing municipal or school board candidates, w hich receives

a cont ribut ion cont ribut ions or makes expendit ures w hich exceeds Tw o exceed Five Hundred

Dollars ($200 .00 ) ($500 .00 ) in a campaign shall f ile report s w it h t he Ethics Commission.  Every

candidate or candidate commit t ee f or local of f ice other than county  of f ice shall f ile report s w it h t he

clerk of  t he appropriate polit ical subdiv ision.

C. Every  candidate and commit t ee shall report  t he sources of  each cont ribut ion w hich

exceeds Tw o Hundred Dollars ($200 .00 ) in t he aggregate during t he campaign or calendar year.

D. Every  commit t ee, except  f or candidate commit t ees, that  makes a cont ribut ion

cont ribut ions t o another candidate or commit t ee in an amount  w hich exceeds Tw o other candidates

or commit t ees in t he amount  of  Five Hundred Dollars ($200 .00 ) ($500 .00 ) in t he aggregate during

the campaign or calendar year shall report  t he cont ribut ion as an expendit ure cont ribut ions as

expendit ures as prov ided in Sect ion 28  314  of  t his act ;  prov ided, t his subsect ion shall not  authorize

any cont ribut ion otherw ise prohibit ed by law .  A  commit t ee shall not  make a cont ribut ion in cash. 

A  commit t ee shall not  make a cont ribut ion, other than in kind in-k ind, except  by  w rit t en inst rument

containing t he name of  t he donor and t he name of  the payee.

E. If  a cont ributor makes more t han one cont ribut ion t o a candidate or commit t ee and

any of  such cont ribut ions are of  a value less t han Tw o Hundred Dollars ($200 .00 ) in t he aggregate

during t he campaign or calendar year,  t hen such cont ribut ions shall be reported w henever t he

aggregate value or amount  of  such cont ribut ions and t he theretofore unreported cont ribut ions t o

such candidate or commit t ee exceeds Tw o Hundred Dollars ($200 .00 ).

F. Cont ribut ions of  a value Tw o Hundred Dollars ($200 .00 ) or less during the report ing

period shall be reported as one aggregate t otal w it hout  ident if y ing t he cont ributors t hereof .   A ll

corporate cont ribut ions t o a commit t ee or person f or or against  a state quest ion shall be segregated

f rom, and may not  be commingled w it h, a f und established by such person or commit t ee t o

cont ribute t o candidates or commit t ees w hich support  or oppose candidates.

G. Expenditures made by a candidate or candidate commit t ee f rom the candidate' s

ow n funds including, but  not  lim it ed t o, any f unds loaned by a bank, sav ings and loan associat ion
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or credit  union, and on t he candidate' s ow n behalf  shall not  be considered and reported both as

cont ribut ions but  shall be reported and as expendit ures.

  § 311 . Registration of committees – Form

A . Commit tees shall register w it h t he Ethics Commission w it hin t en (10 ) days of

organizat ion or w it hin t en (10 ) days of  receiv ing or expending more t han Tw o Five Hundred Dollars

($200 .00 ) ($500 .00 ).   The f orm shall require t he f ollow ing informat ion:

1 . The name and address of  t he commit tee;

2 . The name and address and relat ionship of  any af f iliat ed or connected organizat ions;

3 . The name, address, email address and posit ion of  t he designated agent  of  t he

commit t ee;

4 . The name and address of  t he chairman, v ice-chairman and t reasurer of  t he

commit t ee and it s staf f  director,  if  any;

5 . If  t he commit t ee is authorized by a candidate, t he name, address, of f ice and part y

af f iliat ion of  t he candidate; and

6 . A  list ing of  all banks, safet y  deposit  boxes or other deposit ory  used by t he

commit t ee.

B. The f orm shall be as f ollow s:

REGISTRA TION:  Commit t ees

Please t ype or print  c learly  in ink.

1 . NA M E OF COM M ITTEE:  (Full Exact  Name, Do not  abbreviate)

St reet  A ddress

Cit y State Zip

2 . PURPOSE OF COM M ITTEE: (Check only  one, t hen prov ide addit ional informat ion on line checked)

Candidate Candidate' s Of f ice Dist rict /

Name (Last , Sought County

First ,  M iddle)

( ) 

Special Interest  (A ssociated w ith a business,

associat ion, labor union or sim ilar organizat ion) 

( )

Other (Explain f ully  on Brief  Descript ion

an at t ached sheet )

( )

3 . DURA TION: 4 . DA TE: 5 . FEC ID

W ill commit t ee General/   NUM BER:

cont inue beyond Special   (Federal

next  elect ion?  M M /DD/YY Commit t ees

( )Yes ( )No Only)

6 . OFFICERS: Name (Last , A ddress (St reet ,

First ,  M iddle) Cit y , State, Zip)

Chairman

V ice-Chairman

Treasurer

Staf f  Director
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7 . DESIGNA TED A GENT: Name Dayt ime

Phone No.

A ddress Cit y State Zip

8 . DEPOSITORIES: Please list  all banks, safety  boxes or other deposit ories used by t he above-

named organizat ion, commit t ee or part y .  List  primary  deposit ory  f irst ;  use at t ached sheet  if

necessary .

Inst it ut ion Cit y Descript ion (A ccount ,

Name Safet y  Deposit  Box.. .) &  Number

9 . CONNECTED ORGA NIZA TIONS: List  all af f iliat ed or connected organizat ions and indicate t heir

relat ionship t o t his commit t ee.  List  primary  connected organizat ion f irst ;  use at t ached sheet  if

necessary .

Organizat ion A ddress Relat ionship

Name (St reet ,  Cit y ,  State, Zip)

10 . CERTIFICA TE:  W e cert if y  t hat  t he above informat ion is t rue, complete and correct .

Chairman' s Date Designated     Date

Signature A gent ' s 

Signature

C. A ny change in submit t ed informat ion shall be reported w it hin t en (10 ) days af t er t he

date of  change.

§ 312 . Certain out-of-state organizations exempt from requirements of act

The prov isions of  t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  shall not  apply  t o out -of -state

commit t ees w hich receive cont ribut ions and w hich cont ribute in Oklahoma only  through an

Oklahoma commit t ee t hat  registers and f iles report s of  cont ribut ions and expendit ures pursuant  t o

the prov isions of  the Rules of  t he Ethics Commission or the Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct .

§ 313 . Designation of agent for receipt and expenditure of contributions–Records

A . Every  candidate or commit t ee shall designate a person, w ho may be t he candidate

himself  or herself  f or a candidate commit t ee, t o be t he agent  of  t he commit t ee f or t he receipt  and

expendit ure of  cont ribut ions f or report ing purposes.  The agent  may designate as many subagents

as he or she deems f it .   The chairperson of  a commit t ee may remove the designated agent  and

designate another agent  at  any t ime.  The chairperson or agent  may remove a subagent  and

designate other subagents at  any t ime.  The designat ions of  agents and subagents shall be made in

w rit ing and f iled w it h t he Ethics Commission for candidates or candidate commit t ees f or county

of f ice and w ith t he c lerk of  t he appropriate polit ical subdiv ision f or candidates or candidate

commit t ees f or local of f ice other t han county of f ice.  No person shall act  as any agent  or as a

subagent  unt il af t er his designat ion is so f iled.

B. The f orm for designat ion of  agent  shall be as f ollow s:
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State of  Oklahoma

DESIGNA TION OF A GENT

Please t ype or print  c learly  in ink.

NA M E OF CA NDIDA TE OR COM M ITTEE:

(Do not  abbrev iate.)

Business A ddress (St reet  or Box, Cit y ,  State, Zip)

CHECK YOUR FILING STA TUS:  (mark only  one box)

( ) A  CA NDIDA TE COM M ITTEE.  Name of

authorized candidate commit tee (if  any):

( ) A  POLITICA L A CTION COM M ITTEE.  Name of  Corporat ion or Organizat ion:

( ) A  POLITICA L PA RTY.  Cent ral Commit t ee/

Dist rict /County /Club:

( ) A N A GENT.  Name of  candidate or

commit t ee represented:

Candidates or Candidate Commit t ees Only :

(f ill in each applicable blank f or candidate)

Of f ice Tit le: Posit ion No.: Dist rict /

Cit y /County

Date of  Date of  Runof f Date of

Primary Primary General

Elect ion: Elect ion:   Elect ion:

DESIGNA TION OF A GENT:  Name Dayt ime

Phone No.

A ddress Cit y State Zip

DESIGNA TION OF SUBA GENTS:

Name A ddress Dayt ime Phone Number

A GENT/SUBA GENTS REM OVED:

Name Term of  Serv ice (f rom date of

appointment  t o present )

Cert if icate:  I cert if y  t hat  t he above informat ion is t rue, complete and correct .

Candidate, Chairman or A gent ' s Signature     Date

(person serv ing as appoint ing authorit y )

C. Each agent  shall maintain w rit t en records of  all cont ribut ions and expendit ures

handled by him or her and shall require each of  t he subagents t o maintain a w rit t en record of  all

cont ribut ions and expendit ures handled by each such subagent .   The w rit t en records shall be t he
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propert y  of  t he candidate or commit tee t o w hich t hey relate and shall be delivered t o the candidate

or commit t ee immediately  upon:

1 . Demand by t he candidate or commit t ee;

2 . Removal of  an agent  or subagent ; or

3 . The expirat ion of  t he agent ' s or subagent ' s appointment ,  w hichever shall f irst

occur.

D. C. No commit t ee shall solic it ,  accept  or make a cont ribut ion on behalf  of  any indiv idual

candidate w it hout  expressed permission of  t he candidate.

§ 314 . Campaign contributions and expenditures report

A . Except  as prov ided by subsect ion F of  t his sect ion, t he campaign cont ribut ions and

expendit ures report s shall disclose:

1 . The carryover f rom a prev ious campaign or cumulat ive period.  For purposes of  t his

act ,  a cumulat ive period shall begin on t he f irst  day of  an even-numbered year and end on t he last

day of  an odd-numbered year;

2 . The grand t otal of  cont ribut ions f rom the last  campaign cont ribut ions and

expendit ures report  unless beginning a new  campaign or cumulat ive period;

3 . The specif ic  ident if icat ion of  each cont ributor w ho gives a cont ribut ion w hich

exceeds Tw o Hundred Dollars ($200 .00 ),  including :

a. t he date t he cont ribut ion is accepted,

b. t he cont ributor' s address, occupat ion and employer,  or the principal business

act iv it y  if  a business, and

c. a specif ic  descript ion of  t he cont ribut ion;

4 . The aggregate value of  all cont ribut ions received f rom each such cont ributor during

the campaign f or candidates and candidate commit t ees or during t he current  calendar year f or other

commit t ees;

5 . The aggregate t otal of  all cont ribut ions in the amount  of  Tw o Hundred Dollars

($200 .00 ) or less;

6 . The t otal sum of  all cont ribut ions during t he current  report ing period;

7 . The grand t otal of  all cont ribut ions f or t he campaign or cumulat ive period t o date;

8 . The grand t otal of  expendit ures f rom the last  campaign cont ribut ions and

expendit ures report , unless beginning a new  campaign or cumulat ive period;

9 . A ll campaign expendit ures in detail by  categories or object s of  expendit ure t o

include t he amount , t he date, t he name and address of  each person w ho received disbursements of

an aggregate amount  of  $200  or more during t he period covered by t he report ,  a descript ion and

the purpose of  w hat  w as purchased, and t he aggregate amount  of  disbursements received by such

person in t he period;

10 . The amount , t he date, t he name and address of  each person w ho received

disbursements of  an aggregate amount  of  $500  or more for peripheral campaign act iv it y  during t he

period covered by t he report  and t he aggregate amount  of  disbursements received by such person
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in t he period, t he elect ion t o w hich t he disbursement  pertains and t he names (if  know n) of  t he

candidates or ballot  measures ident if ied or t o be ident if ied.

11 . The t otal of  all expendit ures during t he current  report ing period; and

11 . 12 . The grand t otal of  all expendit ures f or t he campaign or cumulat ive period t o

date.

B. Such report s shall be cert if ied by t he candidate, t he principal of f icer of  t he

commit t ee, or t he designated agent .   No f ict it ious names shall be used on t he report s.   The report s

shall show  the correct  name of  t he person actually  making t he cont ribut ion.  

C. The f orm of  t he campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ures report s shall be as

follow s:

CA M PA IGN CONTRIBUTIONS A ND

EXPENDITURES REPORT

DA TE OF REPORT 

, 20  

Name of  Candidate or Commit t ee

A ddress of  Candidate or Commit t ee

Of f ice Report From: To:

sought Period (Beginning (End of

of  Period) Period)

Listed below  are t he cont ribut ions received and t he expendit ures made w hich are required by law  to

be reported.

Carryover f rom Previous   $

Campaign or Cumu-   

lat ive Period

CONTRIBUTIONS

Grand Total of  Cont ri-   $

but ions From   

Prev ious Report

Date    Name Nature    A mount     Total of

A ccepted and of  Con-   cont ribu-     cont ribu

   A ddress t ribut ion  t ions by          t ors of

   Cash,     cont ributed  more

   Check or     during         t han 

    In Kind     calendar     $200

    (Describe)       year

  $            $

  $ $

  $ $

  $ $

  $ $
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Total of  other cont ribut ions

$200 .00  or less t his

report ing period (not   $

itemized)   

Total cont ribut ions   $

this report ing period   

Grand Total-A ll cont ribut ions

for campaign or   $

cumulat ive period   

EXPENDITURES

  A mount

Prev ious Grand Total of

  Expendit ures f rom 

Last  Report $

Personal Serv ices

Print ing

Radio and Telev ision

Billboards

A dvert ising - general

Cont ribut ions t o Other 

Campaigns

A ll commit t ees, except  f or candidate commit t ees, must  ident if y  recipient s of  cont ribut ions

to other campaigns f ollow ing verif icat ion of  acceptance of  amounts aggregat ing in excess of

$200 .00  by name, address, amount  of  cont ribut ion and t otal amount  of  cont ribut ions during t he

campaign or calendar year:

Name and A ddress A mount Total amount

cont ributed

during

campaign or

calendar year

$ $

Total $

M iscellaneous $

Total expendit ures

this report ing period $

Grand Total - A ll

expendit ures f or

campaign or $

cumulat ive period

BA LLOT INFORM A TION:  candidates or candidate commit t ees, please indicate w hether t he

candidate' s name appeared on t he ballot s f or t he follow ing elect ions.

PRIM A RY RUNOFF GENERA L

PRIM A RY
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[  ]   Yes [  ]   Yes [  ]   Yes

[  ]   No [  ]   No [  ]   No

To the best  of  my know ledge and belief ,  t he above is a t rue and correct  compilat ion.

Candidate' s,  Chairperson' s, or Designated A gent ' s Signature

Subscribed and sw orn t o before me this 

day of  

 ,  20     .

M y commission expires

Notary  Public

D. A  statement  of  inact iv it y  must  include:

1 . The candidate or candidate commit t ee, polit ical part y  or organizat ion' s name and

address; and

2 . A  statement  by  t he designated agent  verif y ing t hat  a cont ribut ion w as not  received

and an expendit ure w as not  made during t he report ing period.

Interest  earned shall not  be considered t o be a cont ribut ion, and a f iling f ee paid by t he

candidate shall not  be considered t o be an expendit ure.

E. D. Dissolut ion Procedures

1 . A  candidate may not  f ile a " f inal"  report  or a candidate commit t ee may not  dissolve

unt il:

a. af ter a Primary Elect ion or a Run-of f  Primary  Elect ion in w hich t he candidate is

elected or defeated,

b. af ter the General Elect ion in w hich t he candidate' s name appears on t he ballot ,

c. af ter the last  day f or f iling a declarat ion of  candidacy f or a candidate w ho is

unopposed in t he Primary, Run-of f  Primary and General Elect ion,

d. af ter a candidate' s name has been st ricken f rom the ballot  pursuant  t o Sect ion 5 -

127  of  Tit le 26  of  t he Oklahoma Statutes, or

e. af ter w ithdraw al of  t he candidate' s candidacy pursuant  t o Sect ions 5 -115  or 5 -116

of  Tit le 26  of  t he Oklahoma Statutes.

2 . A  polit ical part y  commit t ee may dissolve only  af t er t he polit ical part y  it self

dissolves.

3 . A  polit ical act ion commit tee or an organizat ion may dissolve only  af t er it  determ ines

that  it  w ill not  accept  cont ribut ions or make expendit ures.

4 . A  f inal campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ures report  may be f iled at  t he t ime or

before a scheduled f iling is due.  The f orm must :

a. be marked " f inal" ;  and 

b. include a list  of  t he material asset s w orth Fif t y  Dollars ($50 .00 ) or more, and detail

t heir disposit ion.

5 . If  a commit t ee ow es or is ow ed money, t he commit t ee may dissolve, but  must

report  t he status of  t he debts on t he same dates as campaign cont ribut ions and expenditures

report s w ould be due unt il all debt s are resolved.  M ethods of  resolut ion must  also be detailed.
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6 . Unused cont ribut ions and campaign asset s must  be disposed of  by  candidates or

candidate commit t ees according t o Sect ion 316  of  this t it le.

F. E. A ll candidates allow ed to receive t he maximum cont ribut ion of  Five Thousand

Dollars ($5 ,000 .00 ),  pursuant  t o paragraph 2  of  subsect ion A  of  Sect ion 187 .1  of  Tit le 21  of  t he

Oklahoma Statutes shall register and f ile a campaign cont ribut ions and expenditures report  report s

elect ronically  w it h the Ethics Commission.  The campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ures report

shall include t he same informat ion required by Regist rat ion and report ing shall be governed by

Chapter 10  of  the Ethics Commission Rule 257 :10 -1 -14 (a) Rules.

§ 314 .1  NEW  LAW .  Reports by covered entities making disbursements for peripheral

campaign activity

A . Peripheral campaign activity report.   If  a covered ent it y  makes disbursements f or

peripheral campaign act iv it y  in an aggregate amount  equal t o or exceeding $1 ,000  in a calendar

year,  it  shall,  w it hin 24  hours of  each disclosure date, f ile w it h t he Commission a statement

containing t he informat ion described in Subsect ion (B).

B. Contents of statement.   Each statement  required t o be f iled under t his subsect ion

shall be made under penalt y  of  perjury  and shall contain the f ollow ing informat ion:

1 . The name of  t he covered ent it y  making t he disbursement  and of  any person sharing

or exercising direct ion or cont rol over t he act iv it ies of  such person;

2 . The principal place of  business of  t he covered ent it y ;

3 . The name and address of  each person w ho received disbursements of  an aggregate

amount  of  $1 ,000  or more f rom the covered ent it y  for peripheral campaign act iv it y  during

the period covered by t he statement  and t he aggregate amount  of  disbursements received

by such person in t his period;

4 . The elect ions t o w hich t he disbursement  pertains and the names (if  know n) of  t he

candidates ident if ied or t o be ident if ied;

5 . If  t he disbursements w ere paid out  of  a Peripheral campaign A ct iv it y  A ccount  t hat

complies w it h t he requirements of  Subsect ion (D),

a. t he names and addresses of  all persons w ho cont ributed, t ransferred or paid

an aggregate amount  of  $500  or more t o t hat  account  during t he period beginning

on t he f irst  day of  t he preceding calendar year and ending on t he disclosure date;

and

b. t he name and address of  each person w ho prov ided tw o (2 ) or more bundled

cont ribut ions t o t hat  account  in an aggregate amount  equal t o or exceeding $1 ,000

during t he period beginning on t he f irst  day of  t he preceding calendar year and

ending on t he disclosure date, and t he aggregate amount  of  t he bundled

cont ribut ions provided by each such person during t his period;

6 . If  t he disbursements w ere paid out  of  f unds not  described in Paragraph (5 ),

a. t he names and addresses of  all persons w ho cont ributed, t ransferred or paid

an aggregate amount  of  $500  or more t o t he covered ent it y  making t he

disbursement  during t he period beginning on t he f irst  day of  t he preceding calendar

year and ending on t he disclosure date; and

b. t he name and address of  each person w ho prov ided tw o (2 ) or more bundled

cont ribut ions t o t he covered ent it y  in an aggregate amount  equal t o or exceeding
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$1 ,000  during t he period beginning on t he f irst  day of  t he preceding calendar year

and ending on t he disclosure date, and the aggregate amount  of  t he bundled

cont ribut ions provided by each such person during t his period.

C. Treatment of transfers made to other persons.

1 . In general.   For purposes of  t he requirement  t o f ile report s under t his subsect ion, a

covered ent it y  t hat  makes a t ransfer described by Sect ion 304 (41 )(a)(iii) and (iv ) of  t his act

shall be considered t o have made a disbursement  f or peripheral campaign act iv it y .

2 . Exception.   Notw it hstanding any other prov ision of  t his subsect ion, a covered ent it y

t hat  makes a t ransfer described by Sect ion 304 (41 )(a)(iii) or (iv ) shall not  be required t o f ile

a report  under this subsect ion prov ided t hat :

a. t he t ransfer is comprised w holly  of  f unds cont ributed, t ransferred or paid t o

the covered ent it y  in a commercial t ransact ion made in the ordinary  course of

business;

b. t he covered ent it y  making t he t ransfer has not  received any f unds t hat  w ere

designated by t he donor t o be used f or disbursements f or peripheral campaign

act iv it y  during t he 12 -month period ending on t he date of  t he t ransfer;  and

c. t he covered ent it y  making t he t ransfer has not  solic it ed f unds t o make

disbursement  f or peripheral campaign act iv it y  during t he 12 -month period ending on

the date of  t he t ransfer.

D. Peripheral campaign activity account.

1 . Establishment of account.   A t  it s opt ion, a covered ent it y  may establish and

make disbursements f rom a Peripheral campaign A ct iv it y  A ccount  (hereaf t er in t his

paragraph referred t o as t he “ A ccount ” ),  w hich shall be maintained separately  f rom

all other accounts of  t he ent it y  and w hich shall consist  exclusively  of  t he deposit s

described in subparagraph (B).

2 . Deposits Described.   The f unds t hat  may be deposit ed in a covered ent it y ’ s

Peripheral campaign A ct iv it y  A ccount  are lim ited t o amounts cont ributed,

t ransferred or paid direct ly  t o t he A ccount  by  a person other t han t he ent it y .

E. Exclusions from report.   For t he purposes of  t he report s f iled under t his sect ion:

1 . In determ ining t he amount  of  disbursements f or peripheral campaign act iv it y

made by a covered ent it y ,  t here shall be excluded any amounts paid f rom a polit ical

act ion commit t ee established and administered by t he ent it y .

2 . In determ ining t he persons w ho have made cont ribut ions, payments or

t ransfers t o a covered ent it y  or prov ided bundled cont ribut ions t o a covered ent it y ,

t here shall be excluded t he f ollow ing:

(i) A ny person w ho eit her cont ributed, t ransferred or paid f unds or

prov ided bundled cont ribut ions t o t he covered ent it y  in any commercial

t ransact ion made in t he ordinary  course of  business, unless t here is

af f irmat ive ev idence t hat  t he amounts w ere received by t he covered ent it y

f or t he purpose of  making an independent  expendit ure or elect ioneering

communicat ion; and

(ii) A ny person w ho cont ributed, t ransferred or paid f unds t o a covered

ent it y  and, in w rit ing, requested t hat  t he covered ent it y  not  use such f unds
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to make a disbursement  f or peripheral campaign act iv it y ,  prov ided t hat  t he

ent it y  did not  use such f unds t o make a disbursement  f or peripheral

campaign act iv it y .

F. Coordination w ith other provisions.   A  covered ent it y  required t o f ile a report  under

this sect ion shall not  be required t o f ile t he same informat ion in any report  required under Sect ion

14  or Sect ion 15 .  Notw it hstanding any other prov ision of  law , a polit ical ent it y  required t o f ile a

report  w it h t he Internal Revenue Serv ice under sect ion 527 (j) of  Tit le 26  shall be required also t o

f ile report s t hat  comply  w it h the disclosure prov isions of  t his sect ion.

§ 315 . Time for filing reports of contributions and expenditures

A . Except  as prov ided by Subsect ion D of  t his sect ion, The t he report s of  cont ribut ions

and expendit ures or statements of  inact iv it y  shall be f iled w it h t he Ethics Commission f or

candidates or candidate commit t ees f or county  of f ice and commit t ees support ing or opposing

county  candidates and organizat ions, or w it h t he c lerk of  t he appropriate polit ical subdiv ision f or

municipal or school board candidates, candidate commit t ees, and commit t ees support ing or

opposing municipal or school board candidates, as f ollow s:

1 . The report s of  a candidate or commit t ee as herein def ined shall be f iled on or before

the t enth day preceding t he date of  t he Primary Elect ion and shall include all cont ribut ions accepted

and all expendit ures made f rom the date on w hich t he earliest  cont ribut ion w as received or

expendit ure w as made, w hichever w as earlier,  t hrough a period of  t ime ending f if t een (15 ) days

preceding t he date of  t he Primary  Elect ion;

2 . A  furt her report  of  a candidate or commit t ee, as herein def ined, shall be f iled on or

before t he t enth day preceding t he date of  t he Runof f  Primary Elect ion and shall include all

cont ribut ions accepted and all expendit ures made f rom the close of  t he report ing period required by

paragraph 1  of  t his sect ion t hrough t he f if t eenth day preceding t he date of  t he Runof f  Primary

Elect ion;

3 . A  furt her report  of  a candidate or commit t ee, as herein def ined, shall be f iled on or

before t he t enth day preceding t he date of  t he General Elect ion and shall include all cont ribut ions

accepted and all expendit ures made f rom the close of  t he report ing period required by paragraph 2

of  this sect ion t hrough t he f if t eenth day preceding t he date of  t he General Elect ion;

4 . A  furt her report  of  a candidate or commit t ee, as herein def ined, shall be f iled on or

before t he f ort ieth day af t er t he date of  t he General Elect ion, and shall include all cont ribut ions

accepted and all expendit ures made f rom the close of  t he report ing period required by paragraph 3

of  this sect ion t hrough t he t hirt iet h day af t er t he date of  t he General Elect ion; and

5 . If  any cont ribut ions are accepted or any expendit ures made w it hin six  (6 ) months

af t er c lose of  t he report ing period required by paragraph 4  of  t his sect ion, t he candidate or

commit t ee, as herein def ined, shall f ile a supplemental report  w it hin six  (6 ) months and t en (10 )

days af t er t he date of  t he General Elect ion, t ogether w it h t he names of  t he cont ributors and t he

purpose f or w hich t he expendit ures w ere made.  Such report  shall include all cont ribut ions

accepted and expendit ures made f rom the close of  t he report ing period required by paragraph 4  of

t his sect ion, t hrough six  (6 ) months af t er t he date of  t he General Elect ion.  Prov ided f urther,  t hat  if

any cont ribut ions are accepted or expendit ures are made in connect ion w it h such campaign af t er

said six-month period same shall also be f ully  reported not  later t han January  15  of  each year

thereaf t er.  Such report s shall include all cont ribut ions accepted and expendit ures made f rom the

close of  t he report ing period of  t he report  most  recent ly  f iled t hrough December 31  of  t he prev ious

year.
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B. The report s of  cont ribut ions and expendit ures or statements of  inact iv it y  of

commit t ees accept ing cont ribut ions or making expendit ures f or or against  a proposit ion or measure

submit t ed to voters at  a county  elect ion or a municipal elect ion other t han one involv ing ut ilit y

f ranchises shall be f iled w it h t he appropriate administering ent it y  as prov ided by Sect ion 17  of  t his

act  as follow s:

1 . A  report  shall be f iled on or before t he t enth day preceding t he date of  t he elect ion

and shall include all cont ribut ions accepted and all expendit ures made f rom the date on w hich the

earliest  cont ribut ion w as accepted or expendit ure w as made, w hichever w as earlier,  t hrough a

period of  t ime ending f if t een (15 ) days preceding t he date of  t he elect ion;

2 . A  f inal report  shall be f iled on or before t he f ort ieth day af t er t he date of  elect ion

w herein t he proposit ion or measure w as voted upon, and shall include all cont ribut ions accepted

and all expendit ures made f rom the close of  t he report ing period required by paragraph 1  of  t his

subsect ion t hrough t he t hirt iet h day af t er t he date of  t he elect ion; and

3 . If  any cont ribut ions are accepted or any expendit ures are made w it hin six  (6 )

months af t er t he date of  t he elect ion w herein t he proposit ion or measure w as voted upon, t he

commit t ee shall f ile a supplemental report  w it hin six  (6 ) months and t en (10 ) days af ter the elect ion

at  w hich t he proposit ion or measure w as voted upon, t ogether w it h t he names of  t he cont ributors

and t he purpose for w hich t he expendit ures w ere made.  Such report  shall include all cont ribut ions

accepted and expendit ures made f rom the date of  t he elect ion w herein the proposit ion or measure

w as voted upon t hrough six  (6 ) months af t er t he date of  t he elect ion w herein t he proposit ion or

measure w as voted upon.  Provided, f urt her,  t hat  if  any cont ribut ions are accepted or expendit ures

are made in connect ion w ith such campaign af t er said six -month period, same shall also be f ully

reported not  later t han January 15  of  each year t hereaf t er.   Such report s shall include all

cont ribut ions accepted and expendit ures made f rom the close of  t he report ing period of  the report

most  recent ly  f iled t hrough December 31  of  t he prev ious year.

C. Report s may be f iled by mail or delivered t o t he Commission or the c lerk of  t he

appropriate polit ical subdiv ision but  the same must  be received by t he Commission or t he c lerk of

t he appropriate polit ical subdiv ision not  later t han 4 :30  p.m. of  t he day specif ied for f iling in order

to be deemed t imely  f iled.

D. Candidates required t o f ile elect ronically  by  Sect ion 314  of  t his act  shall f ile

regist rat ions and report s required by Sect ions 257 :10 -1 -12 (a) and 257 :10 -1 -13 (a) and (b) of  t he

Ethics Commission Rules.

§ 316 . Use of campaign contributions–Unused contributions – Notification and declaration of

candidacy

A . Cont ribut ions accepted by any candidate or candidate commit t ee shall be used t o

def ray any campaign expendit ures or any ordinary  and necessary  expenses incurred by t he person

in connect ion w it h dut ies as a holder of  t he public of f ice including, but  not  lim it ed t o, expenses f or

use in a future elect ion campaign, f or polit ical act iv it y ,  f or communit y  act iv it y  or f or nonreimbursed

public of f ice related expenses.  Said cont ribut ions shall not  be used f or any other purposes. 

Cont ribut ions and any interest  income earned on said cont ribut ions w hich are not  used in t his

manner w ithin f ort y -eight  (48 ) months of  t he date of  t he General Elect ion w hich is intended t o

result  in the f inal elect ion of  a single indiv idual t o the of f ice at  st ake shall be disposed of  as

follow s:

 1 . Returned to t he cont ributors pursuant  t o any f ormula approved by t he candidate;

prov ided, any amount  returned t o a cont ributor shall not  exceed t he amount  of  t he original

cont ribut ion;
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2 . Donated t o t he campaign of  any other polit ical candidate or t o any polit ical part y

of f ic ially  recognized by t he State Elect ion Board;

3 . Donated t o a charit able organizat ion qualif ied for a t ax  exempt ion pursuant  t o t he

prov isions of  t he Internal Revenue Code; or

4 . Retained by t he candidate or candidate commit t ee f or use in a f uture elect ion.

B. A ny person w ho receives cont ribut ions f or a campaign but  does not  f ile a

not if icat ion and declarat ion of  candidacy f or public of f ice w it h t he secretary  of  any county elect ion

board, or any person w ho has w it hdraw n such not if icat ion and declarat ion of  candidacy, shall be

governed by t he prov isions of  t his sect ion.

§ 317 . Penalties

A . Every  person w ho know ingly  and w illf ully  v iolates any of  the prov isions of  Sect ions

24  t hrough 30  310  t hrough 316  of  t his act  shall,  upon conv ict ion, be guilt y  of  a m isdemeanor and

shall be punished by the imposit ion of  a f ine of  not  more t han One Thousand Dollars ($1 ,000 .00 ) or

by conf inement  in the county  jail f or not  more t han six  (6 ) months, or by  both such f ine and

imprisonment .   Such v iolat ions shall be prosecuted in t he county  in w hich said report s are required

to be f iled.

B. Every  candidate or candidate commit tee f or county  of f ice and every  other

commit t ee f ailing t o f ile regist rat ions, designat ions of  agents, and report s of  cont ribut ions and

expendit ures or statements of  inact iv it y  on or before the days specif ied in Sect ions 25 , 27  and 29

311 , 313  and 315  of  t his act  shall be assessed by t he Ethics Commission a late f iling f ee of  up t o

One Hundred Dollars ($100 .00 ) f or each day af t er a report  of  cont ribut ions and expenditures is due

that  said report  remains unf iled; prov ided, t he t otal amount  of  such f ees assessed per report  shall

not  exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1 ,000 .00 ).  The agent ,  except  f or agents f or candidates or

candidate commit t ees, may be liable f or t he late fee.  Failure t o f ile a report  shall be deemed to be

a separate of f ense f or each day t hat  t he report  remains unf iled af t er it  becomes due.  Fees

collected pursuant  t o t he provisions of  t his subsect ion shall be deposited w it h the State Treasurer

t o the credit  of  t he General Revenue Fund.  Candidates or candidate commit t ees shall not  pay such

fees f rom campaign f unds.

§ 318 . Legislative Intent

The Legislature hereby declares t hose persons elected and employed t o administer t he

government  on behalf  of  t he people of  t he State of  Oklahoma have a responsibilit y  t o make certain

f inancial disclosures to demonst rate that  f air and equitable t reatment  is given all governmental

decisions.

§ 319 . Persons required to file financial disclosure statement

A . A ny person elected t o an of f ice f or w hich a declarat ion of  candidacy is required t o

be f iled w it h t he county elect ion board as prov ided in Sect ion 5 -103  of  Tit le 26  of  the Oklahoma

Statutes, except  any person required t o f ile f inancial disclosure pursuant  t o t he prov isions of  any

federal law , shall f ile a Financial Disclosure Statement  w ith t he Ethics Commission on or before t he

fort ieth day af t er each General Elect ion.

B. A ny candidate f or an of f ice f or w hich a declarat ion of  candidacy is required t o be

f iled w it h t he county  elect ion board as prov ided in Sect ion 5 -103  of  Tit le 26  of  t he Oklahoma

Statutes shall f ile a Financial Disclosure Statement  w it h t he Commission on or before t he t enth day

follow ing t he last  day f or f iling t he declarat ion of  candidacy f or t he of f ice.
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C. A  member of  a board or commission as created by t he Oklahoma Const it ut ion or by

statute except  members of  adv isory  commit t ees t o t he legislat ive, execut ive, or judic ial branches of

state government ,  Foster Care Rev iew  Board members appointed pursuant  t o Sect ion 1116 .2  of

Tit le 10  of  t he Oklahoma Statutes, and board members of  guarant y  associat ions created pursuant

t o state statute, shall f ile a Financial Disclosure Statement  w ith t he Commission upon init ial

appointment  and not  later than A pril 30  of  each even-numbered year t hereaf t er.   The prov isions of

t his subsect ion shall not  be const rued t o require precinct  inspectors, judges, c lerks and counters t o

f ile Financial Disclosure Statements.

D. No indiv idual shall be required t o f ile more t han one Financial Disclosure Statement

in any calendar year.

E. Every  person f ailing to f ile a Financial Disclosure Statement  on or before t he dates

specif ied in t his sect ion shall be assessed by t he Commission a late f iling f ee of  up t o One Hundred

Dollars ($100 .00 ) f or each day t he statement  remains unf iled; prov ided, t he t otal amount  of  such

fees assessed per report  shall not  exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1 ,000 .00 ).   Failure t o f ile a

Financial Disclosure Statement  shall be deemed to be a separate of f ense f or each day t hat  t he

Statement  remains unf iled af t er it  becomes due.  Fees collected pursuant  t o the prov isions of  t his

subsect ion shall be deposit ed w ith t he State Treasurer t o the credit  of  t he General Revenue Fund. 

Such fees shall not  be paid f rom campaign f unds.

F. Every  board and commission created by the Oklahoma Const it ut ion or by  state

statute, except  t hose exempted in subsect ion E of  t his sect ion, shall designate an employee or

member w ho shall be responsible f or f iling a list  of  employees and/or members of  governing boards

or commissions required under t his sect ion t o f ile Financial Disclosure Statements on or before

January  1  of  each year.   Names of  indiv iduals no longer required t o f ile shall also be reported along

w ith t he ef f ect ive date of  t he t erm inat ion of  t heir serv ices.

§ 320 . Extension of filing time–Oath–Retention of financial disclosure statements

A . Except  f or those persons required t o f ile a Financial Disclosure Statement  pursuant

t o the prov isions of  subsect ion B of  Sect ion 33  Sect ion 319  of  t his act ,  any person w ho is required

to f ile a Financial Disclosure Statement  may ef f ect  one t hirt y -day extension of  t he t ime for f iling

such a statement  by  f iling w it h t he Ethics Commission, not  more than t en (10 ) days before or t en

(10 ) days af t er t he date t he Financial Disclosure Statement  is due, a declarat ion of  intent ion t o

defer t he f iling of  his Financial Disclosure Statement .

B. A ll Financial Disclosure Statements required t o be f iled pursuant  t o t he prov isions of

t his act  shall be cert if ied.

C. The Commission shall retain t he Financial Disclosure Statements according t o t he

prov isions of  t he Records M anagement  A ct ,  Sect ion 201  et  seq. of  Tit le 67  of  the Oklahoma

Statutes; prov ided, all st atements shall be retained by the Commission f or at  least  tw o (2 ) years.

§ 321 . Information required in financial disclosure statement–Form

A . The Financial Disclosure Statement  shall contain t he f ollow ing informat ion f or t he

preceding tw o (2 ) calendar years or f or t he period since t he most  recent  Financial Disclosure

Statement  w as f iled:

1 . A . Name or t it le of  t he of f ice;

2 . B. Name of  the person f iling t he Financial Disclosure Statement ;

3 . C. Business address of  t he person;
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4 . D. Resident ial address of  t he person;

5 . E. Occupat ion or business of  t he person prior t o t he elect ion or employment  f or w hich

the Financial Disclosure Statement  is being f iled;

6 . F. Prior posit ions held as a public of f ic ial,  regardless of  w hether a salary  or

reimbursement  w as received f or such serv ice;

7 . G. Names, business addresses, resident ial addresses and occupat ions of  t he spouse of

t he person and all liv ing adult  children if  such spouse or children are doing business

w ith t he county ;

8 . H. A  list  of  categories or indust ries f rom w hich income is received w it hout  reference t o

amounts or f requency of  receipt  of  income.  Prov ided, categories or indust ries f rom

w hich less t han One Thousand Dollars ($1 ,000 .00 ) annually  is received may be

omit t ed.  Such persons shall list  special areas of  pract ice in general subject ive

terms;

9 . I. A  list  of  categories or indust ries in w hich t he person has had stock during t he period

for w hich t he informat ion on t he Financial Disclosure Statement  is required. 

Prov ided, categories or indust ries in w hich t he person has stock valued at  less t han

One Thousand Dollars ($1 ,000 .00 ) at  t he t ime of  f iling t he Financial Disclosure

Statement  may be omit t ed;

10 . J . The name of  any ent it y  f rom w hich an honorarium or honoraria, valued at  more t han

Tw o Hundred Dollars ($200 .00 ) over and above actual expenses paid t o the person,

w as received and t he value of  any such honorarium; and

11 . K. The name of  any registered lobby ist  w it h w hom the person has engaged in business

f rom w hich income of  over One Thousand Dollars ($1 ,000 .00 ) w as received.

B. The f orm for t he Financial Disclosure Statement  shall be as follow s:

FINA NCIA L DISCLOSURE STA TEM ENT

NA M E: (Last ,  First ,  M iddle) Birt h Date

Business A ddress (St reet  or Box, Cit y ,  State, Zip)

Resident ial A ddress (St reet  or Box, Cit y , State, Zip)

CHECK YOUR FILING STA TUS: (mark only  one box)

( ) A n elected of f ic ial.

( ) A  candidate running in an elect ion:

month year 

( ) A  member of  a board or commission.

Posit ion you hold or have been appointed t o: (f ill in all applicable blanks)

Posit ion Tit le:  

County  or agency of  t he of f ice:

Posit ion number:  

Term begins: ends:

A ppointment  date:

Employment  date:

1 .  OCCUPA TION OR BUSINESS: (current  or prior to t his elect ion or appointment )

2 .  PRIOR POSITIONS HELD A S A  PUBLIC OFFICIA L: (List  most  recent  posit ions f irst )
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3 .  SPOUSE and A DULT CHILDREN: Give t he f ollow ing informat ion f or your spouse and all liv ing

adult  children (over 18  years of  age) if  your spouse or children are doing business w it h t he county .

NA M E RESIDENTIA L A DDRESS

BUSINESS A DDRESS OCCUPA TION

Check here ( ) if  cont inued on at tached sheet

4 .  INCOM E: List  categories or indust ries f rom w hich you receive $1 ,000  or more annually :

Check here ( ) if  cont inued on at tached sheet

5 .  STOCK: List  categories or indust ries in w hich you have ow ned stock w hich is valued at  $1 ,000

or more during t he period f or w hich t his Financial Disclosure Statement  is required:

CA TEGORY OR INDUSTRY

CA TEGORY OR INDUSTRY

CA TEGORY OR INDUSTRY

Check here ( ) if  cont inued on at tached sheet

6 .  HONORA RIA : List  names of  any ent it ies f rom w hich you received an honorarium or honoraria

valued at  more t han $200  over and above actual expenses and list  t he value of  such honorarium or

honoraria:

DA TE

ENTITY

VA LUE

Check here ( ) if  cont inued on at tached sheet

7 .  LOBBYISTS: List  any registered lobby ist s w it h w hom you have engaged in business f rom w hich

income of  over $1 ,000  w as received:

LOBBYIST' S NA M E:

LOBBYIST' S NA M E:

Check here ( ) if  cont inued on at tached sheet

Report  addit ional informat ion on plain 8  ½ x 11  paper using f ormat  of  each quest ion.  A t t ach pages

to this report .   Put  your name and t he date on all at t achments.

To t he best  of  my know ledge and belief ,  t he above is a t rue and correct  compilat ion:

SIGNA TURE: (Person Filing Statement ) Date

§ 322 . Failure to file financial disclosure statement–Penalties

A . A ny person w ho fails t o f ile a Financial Disclosure Statement  required in t he Polit ical

Subdiv isions Ethics A ct ,  w ho know ingly  gives false informat ion in t he Financial Disclosure

Statement  or w ho know ingly  omit s required informat ion f rom the Financial Disclosure Statement

shall be guilt y  of  a m isdemeanor.  Each v iolat ion shall be a separate of f ense.



Proposed Draft of Legislative Changes — Staff Recommendations for the PSEA, 2012  Session

For Considerat ion at  t he Ethics Commission January  12 , 2011 , Public Hearing/Special M eet ing

Page 34  of  35  pages

B. In addit ion t o any penalt y  imposed pursuant  t o t he prov isions of  subsect ion A  of

t his sect ion, t he person shall not  be permit t ed t o perform the dut ies conferred upon him by law

unt il t he statement  is properly  f iled.

§ 323 . Certain persons prohibited from having ow nership interest in certain governmental

securities

No person w ho is a public of f ic ial,  director,  of f icer or t rustee of  a governmental ent it y  shall

ow n any direct  or indirect  interest  in any bond, obligat ion or securit y  issued by or in t he name of

such governmental ent it y .

§ 324 . Representation by county officers and county employees

A . No county  of f icer or county  employee shall:

1 . Represent  another person as an at t orney in any mat ter before the Commission; or

2 . Represent  another person before t he governmental ent it y  t he of f icer or employee

serves.

B. The rest rict ions in subsect ion A  shall not  apply  t o:

1 . Purely  ministerial mat ters w hich do not  require discret ion on the part  of  t he ent it y ;

2 . Representat ion by t he of f icer or employee in t he course of  t he of f icer' s or

employee' s of f ic ial dut ies;

3 . Representat ion of  t he of f icer or employee in the of f icer' s or employee' s personal

capacit y ;  or

4 . Representat ion of  t he of f icer or employee in mat ters arising out  of  or rules

promulgated pursuant  to t he Oklahoma Personnel A ct .

C. A  county  of f icer or county  employee shall prompt ly  disqualif y  himself  or herself  prior

t o recommending or t aking any of f ic ial act ion in a mat ter af f ect ing a person w it h w hom the of f icer

or employee is negot iat ing f or employment .

D. The rest rict ions set  f ort h in t his sect ion do not  apply  if  t he of f icer or employee is

t est if y ing under oath t o f act s that  are w it hin t he indiv idual' s know ledge, or as an expert  w it ness

w ho does not  accept  compensat ion other t han regularly  prov ided f or by  law  or rule f or subpoenaed

w itnesses.

§ 325 . Exemptions from compliance w ith act

A . Notw it hstanding any other prov ision of  t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct ,  no

candidate or commit t ee shall be required t o f ile any report s,  st atements, regist rat ions or other

documents pursuant  t o t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  unt il such t ime as t he candidate or

commit t ee accepts cont ribut ions or makes expendit ures exceeding Five Hundred Dollars ($500 .00 )

in t he aggregate during a campaign, f or candidates or candidate commit t ees, or during a calendar

year,  f or other commit t ees.

B. The prov isions of  t he Polit ical Subdiv isions Ethics A ct  shall not  apply  t o:

1 . State of f icers or employees or state candidates, campaigns or commit t ees; or

2 . Public of f icers, public employees, candidates, campaigns or commit t ees subject  t o

the rules of  t he Ethics Commission.
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SECTION _____.  It  being immediately  necessary  f or t he preservat ion of  t he public peace,

healt h and safet y , an emergency is hereby declared t o ex ist ,  by reason w hereof  t his act  shall t ake

ef f ect  and be in f ull f orce f rom and af t er it s passage and approval.


