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INFORMAL OPINION IO-1997-001
ISSUED FEBRUARY 11, 1997

You have asked whether vocational technical education employees are covered by the
restricted polit ical act ivity provisions of the Constitut ional Ethics Rules [Sect ion 257 :1 -1 -1

et  seq. of  t he Rules of  t he Ethics Commission, 7 4  O.S. Supp.1996 , Ch. 62 , App.].  Polit ical
restrict ions in Section 10-1-4 apply only to classif ied state employees.  Although
employees of counties, higher education, vocational education, and primary/secondary
schools are paid by the state, they are not employees w ithin the state merit  system
of employment; therefore, they are not classif ied, and polit ical restrict ions do not apply
to them.

Please be aw are that informal opinions are not off icial pronouncements of the
Commission.  Hence, this letter carries no greater w eight than the view s of any other
cit izen.  The Commission is available to issue interpretat ions on matters arising from
the Constitut ional Ethics Rules and the Polit ical Subdivisions Ethics Act.  These are
know n as Ethics Interpretat ions.  They are off icial and bind the future act ion of the
Commission.


