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ISSUED MARCH 13, 1995

I w ill attempt to respond to your employees'  concerns in the referenced memorandum
to the extent of the Ethics Commission' s jurisdict ion.

1) The term " except as may be provided by law "  has not been construed by
the Ethics Commission.  In order to do so, the Commission w ould require
a specif ic question, i.e. " Would ... qualify as an exception under
74:4241(2)?" 1

2) The Commission' s rule 257:20-1-9(b)&(c), unlike DHS rule OAC 340:2-2-
29(p3)(e), is not  limited to " clients" .  It  prohibits receipt of things of
value in the aggregate exceeding $300 in a calendar year by each DHS
employee and requires certain DHS employees to disclose things of value
in the aggregate exceeding $50 in a calendar year  from:2

(a) a lobbyist or lobbyist principal, except for things received as a
result  of or arising out of employment or a personal or casual
relat ionship w ith the recipient;

(b) someone seeking to do or doing business w ith DHS; or

(c) someone w ith a substantial f inancial interest in act ions or matters
before or affect ing DHS.

3) In-service training by DHS is certainly advisable.  The Ethics Commission
staff  is alw ays available to part icipate in t raining seminars you may have
and periodically conducts its ow n seminars w hich DHS employees are
w elcome to attend.

4) The Ethics Commission rules are available in a booklet printed by the
Ethics Commission or may be found in Section 257:1-1-1 et seq. of the
Rules of the Ethics Commission, 74 O.S. Supp. 1994, Ch. 62, App.
Letters to or contracts betw een vendors and DHS are not w ithin the
purview  of this agency.

Please be aw are that informal opinions are not off icial pronouncements of the
Commission.  Hence, this letter carries no greater w eight than the view s of any other
cit izen.  The Commission is available to issue interpretat ions on matters arising from
the Ethics Commission Act and the Constitut ional Ethics Rules.  These are know n as
Ethics Interpretat ions.  They are off icial and bind the future act ion of the Commission.


