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INFORMAL OPINION IO-1994-019
ISSUED OCTOBER 20, 1994

This is in response to your letter of September 16, 1994, w herein you posed the
follow ing question:

What is the maximum level for contribut ions to a polit ical act ion
committee engaged in the circulat ion of an init iat ive petit ion?

The Const itut ional Ethics Rules [257 :1 -1 -1  et  seq.  of  t he Rules of  t he Ethics Commission, 74

O.S. Supp.1994 , Ch. 62 , App.] speak to the issue.  They provide as follow s:

Contributions

(a) Limitations on contributions from a person.

(1 ) No person or f am ily  m ay cont ribute more than f ive thousand dollars

($ 5 ,000 ) t o a polit ical act ion commit t ee or a part y  com m it t ee in any calendar

year.   No polit ical act ion commit t ee or part y  commit t ee shall know ingly  accept

a cont ribut ion f rom a person or f amily  in excess of  f ive thousand dollars

($5 ,000 ) in a calendar year.

(2 ) No person or f am ily  may cont ribute more than f ive thousand dollars

($ 5 ,000 ) t o a candidate for state of f ice or t o a candidate commit t ee authorized

by such a candidate to accept  cont ribut ions or make expendit ures on his behalf

during a campaign as def ined in Chapter 1 , Sect ion 2 .  No candidate or

candidate commit t ee shall know ingly  accept  a cont ribut ion in excess of  f ive

thousand dollars ($5 ,000 ) f rom a person or f amily  during a campaign.

(3 ) These rest rict ions do not  apply  to:

(A ) a commit t ee support ing or opposing a ballot  measure;  or

(B) a candidate making a cont ribut ion of  his or her ow n funds, t o his

or her campaign.

257 :10 -1 -2 (a)        [emphasis added]

The Ethics Commission Act [74  O.S. 1 9 9 1 , §  4 200  et  seq.]  addresses the issue as1

follow s:

M aximum contributions

No person or f amily  may cont ribute more than Five Thousand Dollars

($5 ,000 .00 ) t o a commit t ee, except  f or a candidate commit t ee, in any  calendar year.

No person or f amily  may cont ribute more t han Five Thousand Dollars ($5 ,000 .00 ) t o a

candidate for state of f ice or t o a candidate f or municipal of f ice in a municipalit y  w it h a

populat ion of  over tw o hundred f if t y  t housand (250 ,000 ) persons, according to the most

recent  f ederal decennial census, or t o a candidate commit t ee authorized by such a

candidate to receive cont ribut ions or make expendit ures on his behalf ,  nor more than
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One Thousand Dollars ($1 ,000 .00 ) to a candidate for other local of f ice or t o an

organizat ion authorized by such a candidate to receive cont ribut ions or make

expendit ures on his behalf  f or a campaign.  No candidate, candidate commit t ee, or other

commit t ee shall receive cont ribut ions in excess of  t he amounts prov ided herein.   These

rest rict ions do not  apply  to a commit t ee support ing or opposing an init iat ive or

referendum pet it ion or a legislat ive referendum .

74  O.S. 1991 , §  4216         [emphasis added]

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, it is my opinion that there is no limit to the amount an individual or
person can contribute to a committee formed to support or oppose a state or local
question or ballot measure.

Please be aw are that informal opinions are not off icial pronouncements of the
Commission.  Hence, this letter carries no greater w eight than the view s of any other
cit izen.  The Commission is available to issue interpretat ions on matters arising from
the Ethics Commission Act and the Constitut ional Ethics Rules.  These are know n as
Ethics Interpretat ions.  They are off icial and bind the future act ion of the Commission.


