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INFORMAL OPINION IO-1994-016
ISSUED SEPTEMBER 27, 1994

This is in response to your letter of May 2, 1994, w herein you posed the follow ing
question:

When is a contribut ion accepted for report ing purposes?

The Ethics Commission Act [74  O.S. 1991 , §  4200  et  seq.]  does not address the question;1

how ever the Constitut ional Ethics Rules [2 57 :1 -1 -1  et  seq. of  t he Rules of  t he Ethics

Commission, 74  O.S. Supp, 1994 , Ch. 62 , App.] def ines " accept"  as follow s:

"Accept" ,  w it h reference to a cont ribut ion, means failure by a candidate,

t reasurer or agent  of  a commit t ee to expressly  and uncondit ionally  reject  and return a

tendered cont ribut ion to the cont ributor w it hin six  (6 ) business days f rom receipt  of  t he

tender.

2 5 7 :1 -1 -2

In formulat ing this provision, the Commission intended to allow  t ime for a recipient to
decide w hether a contribution should be rejected.  The rule allow s a campaign to hold
a check six (6) business days before it  is deemed to have accepted it .  Be aw are,
how ever, that deposit ing a check earlier than the sixth business day, or taking any
other act ion evidencing an intent not to reject a tendered contribut ion, w ill constitute
acceptance.

Please be aw are that informal opinions are not off icial pronouncements of the
Commission.  Hence, this letter carries no greater w eight than the view s of any other
cit izen.  The Commission is available to issue interpretat ions or matters arising from
the Ethics Commission Act.  These are know n as Ethics Interpretat ions.  They are
off icial and bind the future act ion of the Commission.

A corresponding rule provides for w hen a contribut ion must be deposited.  It  reads as
follow s:

Campaign depositories and campaign accounts

*      *      *

(d)  A ll cont ribut ions,  other t han in-kind cont ribut ions,  accepted by  the commit t ee,

direct ly  or indirect ly ,  shall be deposit ed in a campaign account  w it hin ten (1 0 ) days af t er

acceptance.  A ll cont ribut ions received by any person, including the candidate, on behalf

of  a commit t ee shall be prov ided to the t reasurer not  lat er t han f ive (5 ) days af t er

receipt .

257 :10 -1 -10 (d)         [emphasis added]
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As you can see, this rule t ies back to the definit ion of acceptance.  Thus, the ten (10)
day deposit  requirement begins upon any act of acceptance.  

Likew ise, the requirement to report late contribut ions hinges upon w hen a tendered
contribut ion w as accepted.  That provision reads as follow s:

Report of last minute contributions/receipts

A  cont ribut ion of  f ive hundred dollars ($ 500 ) or more in the aggregate accepted

f rom one (1 ) source or loan proceeds received in t he amount  of  f ive hundred dollars

($500 ) or more af t er the closing date for t he pre-elect ion report ing period, but  before

the elect ion, shall be reported by the name and address of  t he cont ribut or,  t he date

accepted and the amount  of  t he cont ribut ion or t he name and address of  t he lender and

the dat e of  t he loan, promissory  note, or securit y  agreement  result ing in the loan

proceeds.  Report s shall be made by United States mail,  hand delivery , f acsim ile

t ransmission, t elegram, or express delivery  serv ice to the Commission on the appropriate

form w it hin tw enty-f our (2 4 ) hours of  receipt .   W ith respect  t o a candidate commit t ee,

t he report  shall be signed by t he candidate or t reasurer,  and w it h respect  t o a commit t ee

other t han a candidate commit t ee, by  the chair or t he t reasurer of  said commit t ee.  This

cont ribut ion shall also be included on the next  report  f iled by the commit t ee.

257 :10 -1 -15        [emphasis added]

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, a campaign has six (6) business days within which to accept a
contribution.  Acceptance occurs upon any action evidencing an intent not to
affirmatively reject and return a contribution.  Upon acceptance, a campaign has ten
(10) days within which to deposit the contribution.

Please be aw are that informal opinions are not off icial pronouncements of the
Commission.  Hence, this letter carries no greater w eight than the view s of any other
cit izen.  The Commission is available to issue interpretat ions on matters arising from
the Ethics Commission Act and the Constitut ional Ethics Rules.  These are know n as
Ethics Interpretat ions.  They are off icial and bind the future act ion of the Commission.


