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INFORMAL OPINION IO-1994-006
ISSUED AUGUST 31, 1994

I received your request for an informal opinion on the follow ing question:

May a legislator accept complimentary athlet ic t ickets from the Athlet ic
Department of  an inst itut ion of higher education comprising the
Oklahoma State System of Higher Education?

You have asked that the question be answ ered considering both situat ions w here the
Athlet ic Department is and is not supported by state appropriat ions.

As you know , gif t  report ing is a provision of the new  Constitut ional Ethics Rules
[257:1-1-1 et seq.].  The applicable rule reads in pert inent part:

Restraints on solicitation or acceptance of anything of value--Disclosure

*      *      *

(b) No state of f icer,  st ate employee, or an immediate f amily  member of  a st at e

of f icer or state employee shall,  direct ly  or indirect ly , ask, demand, exact , solicit ,  seek,

accept ,  assign, receive, or agree to receive t hings of  value in a calendar year w hich, in

the aggregate, are valued at  more than three hundred dollars ($300 ) f rom a person w ho

the state of f icer or state employee know s or should know :

*      *      *

(3 ) has a substant ial f inancial interest  in act ions or mat ters before or

af f ect ing the governmental ent it y  of  w hich the st at e of f icer' s or st ate

employee' s of f ice or employment  is a part .

(c) State of f icers and st ate employees w ho determ ine st ate policy  or w ho make f inal

spending decisions for t he state or any governmental ent it y  shall report  monthly  the

source, recipient ,  t ype, date, and exact  amount  or retail value of  t hings of  value received

in a calendar year valued f rom $ 50  t o $ 300  in t he aggregate f or t he private benef it  of

t he of f icer or employee or his or her immediate family  or an organizat ion w it h w hich the

of f icer or employee is associated f rom a person w ho t he state of f icer or state employee

know s or should know :

*      *      *

(3 ) has a substant ial f inancial interest  in act ions or mat ters before or

af f ect ing t he governmental ent it y  of  w hich the st ate of f icer' s or st ate

employee' s of f ice or employment  is a part .

W hen exact  values are not  know n and not  ascertainable, a good fait h est imate of  t he

fair market  value shall be reported.  Report s shall be due by the tenth day of  each month

for t he period covered by  t he prev ious month.  No report  shall be due for periods during

w hich things of  value under this subsect ion w ere not  received.  The report  shall be

signed by the state of f icer or state employee w ho shall at t est  t o t he report ' s accuracy

and veracit y ,  and the signature shall be notarized.

257 :2 0 -1 -9 (b)(c)
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A key definit ion to these provisions is as follow s:

"Substantial financial interest"  means an interest  t hat  could result  in direct ly  or

indirect ly  receiv ing a substant ial pecuniary  gain or sustaining a substant ial pecuniary  loss

as a result  of  ow nership or interest  in a business ent it y ,  or as a result  of  salary , gratuit y

or other compensat ion or rem unerat ion f rom any person, partnership, organizat ion or

associat ion.  The term ` substant ial f inancial int erest '  includes,  but  is not  lim it ed to, an

ow nership interest  of  f ive percent  (5% ) or more in a business enterprise or an interest

in an ent it y  f rom w hich div idends of  one thousand dollars ($1 ,000 .00 ) or more w ere

derived during t he preceding calendar year.

2 5 7 :1 -1 -2

Apart from the issue of w hether the Athlet ic Department is or is not funded w ith
appropriated dollars, w e know  that the inst itut ion, w hich you tell me is part  of the
Oklahoma State System of Higher Education, is supported by appropriated dollars.
Thus, both inst itut ions have an interest in act ions before the Legislature that could
result  in a substantial pecuniary gain or loss as a result  of monies appropriated to the
System of Higher Education.

It is therefore staff’s opinion that pursuant to Title 257:20-1-9(b), complementary
athletic tickets valued at less than $300 may be given by institutions of higher
education comprising the Oklahoma State System of Higher Education and received
by state legislators; and, further, that such complementary athletic tickets valued at
more than $50 must be disclosed, per a Report Of Anything of Value Received ["Form
G-1"] filed with this agency between the first and tenth day of the month following
the month of receipt.

Please be aw are that informal opinions are not off icial pronouncements of the
Commission.  Hence, this letter carries no greater w eight than the view s of any other
cit izen.  The Commission is available to issue interpretat ions on matters arising from
the Ethics Commission Act and the Constitut ional Ethics Rules.  These are know n as
Ethics Interpretat ions.  They are off icial and bind the future act ion of the Commission.


