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INFORMAL OPINION IO-1994-004
ISSUED JULY 26, 1994

This letter is in response to your question of w hether, under the Constitut ional Ethics
Rules [Sect ion 1 -1 -1  et  seq.  of  t he Rules of  t he Ethics Commission, 74  O.S. Supp. 1994 , Ch.  62 ,

A pp.] the treasurer for a polit ical act ion committee [" PAC" ] must obtain contributor
statements from contributors to a PAC.  The applicable rule reads as follow s:

(b) Contributor statement.   Persons accept ing cont ribut ions must  obtain f rom each

cont ributor a statement  w hich shall include:

(1 ) t he date the cont ribut ion w as given;

(2 ) t he name and address, occupat ion and employer,  or principal business

act iv it y  of  t he cont ributor;

(3 ) t he amount  and w hether the cont ribut ion w as by cash or w rit t en

inst rument ;  if  in-kind, a descript ion of  t he cont ribut ion and a good fait h est imate

of  it s f air market  value;

(4 ) a declarat ion that  t he cont ribut ion is f reely  and voluntarily  given f rom the

cont ributor' s personal propert y ;

(5 ) a declarat ion that  t he cont ributor has not  been direct ly  or indirect ly

compensated or reimbursed for t he cont ribut ion; and

(6 ) t he signature of  t he cont ribut or,  or in the case of  a commit t ee, t he

t reasurer of  t he commit t ee.

Persons accept ing cont ribut ions f rom cont ributors w ho cont ribute by  payroll deduct ion,

dues check-of f ,  or sim ilar process shall be required to obtain only  one cont ributor

statement  annually  or at  such other t imes as a change is made in the deduct ion, check-

of f ,  or sim ilar process.

Const it ut ional Ethics Rules 257 :10 -1 -2 (b)

A person is def ined in the rules as follow s:

"Person"  means an indiv idual,  corporat ion, associat ion, proprietorship,  f irm,

part nership, lim it ed part nership, joint  venture, joint  stock company, syndicate, business

t rust ,  est at e, t rust ,  company, organizat ion, commit t ee, or club, or a group of  persons

w ho are voluntarily  act ing in concert .

2 5 7 :1 -1 -2

A committee is def ined as:

"Committee"  means a candidate commit t ee, polit ical act ion commit t ee, or part y

commit t ee.

2 5 7 :1 -1 -2



A n amendment  to the Const it ut ional Ethics Rules in 1995  created a de minimus except ion of  $50  or
1

less to the requirement  for a cont ributor statement .
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A PAC is a committee w ithin the definit ion of  " person" .  Therefore, w hen a PAC
accepts a contribut ion, it  must obtain from the contributor a contributor statement.
Statements must be maintained by the treasurer of the committee for a period of three
years.

(2 ) The t reasurer shall maintain and preserve all receipted bills and accounts

required by this chapter f or at  least  three years.

2 5 7 :1 0 -1 -9 (d)(2 )

There is no " de minimis"  exception to the requirement for a contributor statement at
this t ime.1

We suggest that contributor statements be issued to all attendees at fundraisers w here
there is more than one fundraising act ivity taking place.  Contributors should be
instructed to keep a record of all their purchases on the back so it  can be f illed out for
the full amount at the end of the funct ion.

In addit ion to obtaining contributor statements for its contribut ions, recipients of
transfers f rom a PAC [contribut ions to candidate committees] must obtain a
contributor statement from the PAC.  Including the statement w ith the tendered
transfer [contribut ion] w ill save t ime and effort  for both the PAC and recipient.

Please be aw are that  informal opinions are not off icial pronouncements of the
Commission.  Hence, this letter carries no greater w eight than the view s of any other
cit izen.  The Commission is available to issue interpretat ions on matters arising from
the Ethics Commission Act and the Constitut ional Ethics Rules.  These are know n as
Ethics Interpretat ions.  They are off icial and bind the future act ion of the Commission.

NOTE: This rule w as amended effect ive July 1, 1995, to exempt from the contributor
statement requirement a contribut ion of $50 or less.


