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ADVISORY OPINION AO-1990-010
RECONSTITUTED AS ETHICS INTERPRETATION EI-1990-010
ISSUED JANUARY 29, 1991

The Oklahoma Council on Campaign Compliance and Ethical Standards  [" the Council" ]
has received your request for an advisory opinion asking, in effect:

Can a candidate committee use campaign funds for the purpose of
buying a computer to be used for the purpose of keeping voters informed
of legislat ive issues w ithout violat ing Tit le 74 O.S. Supp. 1990,
§ 4217 (A)?

Tit le 74 O.S. Supp. 1990, § 4217 reads, in pert inent part:

A .  Cont ribut ions accepted by any candidate shall be used t o def ray any

campaign expendit ures or any ordinary  and necessary  expenses incurred by the person

in connect ion w it h his dut ies as a holder of  t he public of f ice including, but  not  lim it ed

to, expenses for use in a future elect ion campaign, f or polit ical act iv it y ,  f or communit y

act iv it y  or f or nonreimbursed public of f ice related expenses.  Said cont ribut ions shall not

be used for any other purposes.

        [emphasis added]

The stated purpose for purchasing a computer w ith unused contribut ions is to " keep
voters informed of legislative issues" .  If  the request is from a person w ho intends to
run as a candidate for state off ice in 1992, and this is the only purpose for w hich the
computer w ill be used, unused contribut ions from the 1990 campaign could be
transferred to an account for the 1992 campaign and used for this legit imate
" campaign expenditure" .

It  must be made clear, how ever, that the computer belongs to the campaign.  Unused
contribut ions may also be donated to polit ical part ies, so use of the computer by a
polit ical party w ould be reported as an in-kind expenditure by the campaign and an in-
kind contribut ion by the polit ical party.

Inherent in the statute is the idea that contribut ions may not be converted to personal
use since the uses are specif ically limited.  Therefore, if  the computer is also used for
personal uses, the candidate w ould be required to repay the campaign for such use.

At the end of the campaign, or w henever the person does not seek re-elect ion to the
same off ice or elect ion to another state or local off ice, the computer w ill st ill be a
capital asset of the campaign.  It  then must be sold for fair market value and the
proceeds used in accordance w ith § 4217.

It is, therefore, the advisory opinion of the Council, as voted on at a special meeting
on January 29, 1991, that a candidate committee may transfer unused contributions
to a future election campaign and use such funds to purchase a computer for keeping
voters informed of legislative issues without violating Title 74 O.S. Supp. 1990,
§ 4217 A; however, the computer is an asset of the campaign and must be used in



Page 2  of   2

accordance with § 4217 A.  Use of the computer [or information or lists generated by
the computer] by another candidate, committee, or political party would constitute an
in-kind contribution to that campaign or committee.


