
RULES OF THE ETHICS COMMISSION
REVISED PROPOSED AMENDMENTS and/or DRAFTS

for the 2012 Legislative Session
[Section 257:1-1-1 et seq., 74 O.S. 2011, January 20, 2012

Regular Meeting of the Ethics Commission1

[incorporated into the Notice/Agenda by reference]

SYNOPSIS OF AMENDMENTS
Amendment Section Subject

1 . 257 :10 -1 -2 (b) w ould require a cont ribut ion of  m ore t han $50 , f or w hich no

cont ributor statement  w as obtained, t o be returned w it hin 30

days of  complet ing a 30 -day ef f ort  but  f ailing to obtain t he

cont ributor statement

2 . 257 :10 -1 -2 (e)(2 ) makes no changes beyond t he 2011  amendments; how ever, it

is carried forw ard because members have requested f urt her

study of  t he ban on PA C-to-PA C t ransfers

3 . 257 :20 -1 -4 (a) w ould except ,  f rom the lim it at ions on use of  of f ice,

compensat ion and expenses only  w hen paid to a state

of f icer/employee f or performance of  his or her job

4 . ALTERNATIVE A sponsored by Commissioner Raley

257 :1 -1 -2 def ines t erms for disclosure of  peripheral campaign act iv it y ;

257 :1 -1 -6 (e) w ould require disclosure by all groups making independent

257 :1 -1 -7 (7 ) expendit ures or elect ioneering communicat ions or t ransferring

257 :10 -1 -10 (f ) f unds t o groups making or intending t o make such

257 :10 -1 -14 (a) disbursements; deletes requirements f or out -of -state

(12 ) and (13 ) and commit t ees

257 :10 -1 -16

ALTERNATIVE B sponsored by Chair Long

257 :10 -1 -12 The amendment  t o 257 :20 -1 -12  prov ides f or t he regist rat ion of

257 :10 -1 -14 (a)(13 ) a polit ical act ion commit t ee t hat  w ill make only  independent

257 :10 -1 -16 expendit ures or elect ioneering communicat ions. In the

257 :10 -1 -20 (b)(4 ) amendment  t o 257 :10 -1 -14 , informat ion required f or report ing

independent  expendit ures and elect ioneering communicat ions

is,  t o t he extent  possible, made uniform.  The amendment

requires disclosure of  t he amount ,  date, brief  descript ion or

statement  of  each expendit ure, the name of  t he candidate and

of f ice supported or opposed,  and w hether t he expendit ure is

made t o support  or oppose the candidate. In the amendment  t o

257 :10 -1 -16 , t he t ime an independent  expendit ure or

Commission procedure is t o receive oral or w rit t en comments on rule amendments at  each
1

regular meet ing t hroughout  t he year,  w it h f ormal public hearings held in November and December. 

A  vote may be t aken at  any regular meet ing but  no later t han t he January  2012  Regular M eet ing.
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elect ioneering communicat ion is considered t o be “ made”  is

t he t ime it  is public ly  disseminated t o eligible voters. The

amendm ent  put s report ing on t he same schedule as a PA C.

A nd in t he amendment  t o 257 :20 -1 -20  t here is language to

prov ide f or t he dist ribut ion of  surplus f unds by a PA C that

makes only  independent  expendit ures

5 . 257 :10 -1 -9 (d)(3 ) w ould require all comm it t ees w it h more than $500  in act iv it y

t o f ile campaign statements of  organizat ion and cont ribut ions

and expendit ures report s elect ronically

6 . 257 :1 -1 -2  [defn of w ould expand the current  rule t o exempt  f rom the def init ion of

“ anything of  value” ] “ anything of  value”  not  only  w hen all Legislators are inv it ed,

and 257 :23 -1 -2 (d) but  also w hen all members of  eit her house or any  of  t he

caucuses, commit t ees or subcommit t ees are inv ited.   Required

report ing w ould include the cost  of  events, including those

w hich cost  less t han $10  per person, t he event  w ould have t o

take place during t he legislat ive day, and such events w ould be

lim it ed t o one t ime per year w it hout  report ing other details.  

Lobby ist s and lobby ist s principals w ould be lim it ed t o one event

per calendar year to w hich all t he m em bers of  t he legislature

w ere inv it ed; rest rict ions on split t ing cost s among lobby ist s

and/or lobby ist  principals and the required presence of  a

lobby ist  w hen things of  value greater than $10  are given are

excepted for such events.

7 . 257 :10 -1 -20 (a)(3 )(H) w ould allow  legislators to cont ribute surplus funds t o t he

Young Republicans or t he Young Democrat s w ithin t heir county

or w it hin t he state organizat ion w it h a cap of  $5 ,000  per

calendar year in t he aggregate to all such groups

8 . 257 :30 -1 -5 (d) Tabled at December 16 , 2011  meeting; w ould require t he

names of  t hose w it h late f ee assessments t o be public ly  posted

in t he of f ice of  t he Commission f ollow ing personal not if icat ion. 

Protest s could be f iled, and t he Commission could schedule a

hearing or assign a hearing of f icer.   How  much a late f ee could

be reduced and under w hat  c ircumstances w ould be clarif ied. 

The hearing of f icer w ould m ake recommendat ions t o t he

Commission w hich could eit her be approved or “ pulled”  f or

f urt her t est imony or discussion.  Finally ,  a late f ee could not  be

reduced unless it  w as just if ied  –  f irst ,  by  ev idence t hat  it  w as

not  late or  –  second, by  compelling ev idence such as serious

illness or injury  of  t he f iler or t he f iler’ s immediate f amily

member
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     1                                       

     (Date)

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule Nos. 257 :10 -1 -2 (b) as f ollow s:

257 :10 -1 -2 Contributions.

*      *      *

(b) Contributor statement.   W ithin t en (1 0 ) business days of  accept ing a single

cont ribut ion exceeding f if t y  dollars ($50 .00 ),  or accept ing mult iple cont ribut ions f rom

a single source w hich exceed f if t y  dollars ($50 .00 ) in the aggregate, persons accept ing

cont ribut ions must  obtain f rom each cont ributor a statement  w hich shall include:

(1 ) t he date t he cont ribut ion w as given;

(2 ) t he name and address, occupat ion [e.g." retail sales c lerk" ]  and

employer [e.g. " Dillard" ] ,  or principal business act iv it y  of  t he cont ributor;  a

cont ribut ion f rom a person other than an indiv idual or a commit t ee shall be

reported by t he name of  t he person or commit t ee and not  t he indiv idual w ho

signed t he check;

(3 ) t he amount ;  if  in-k ind, a descript ion of  the cont ribut ion and a good f ait h

est imate of  it s f air market  value;

(4 ) a declarat ion t hat  t he cont ribut ion is f or a campaign in t he State of

Oklahoma, and the cont ribut ion is f reely  and voluntarily  given f rom the

cont ributor' s personal propert y ,  if  an indiv idual, or t he person or commit t ee' s

propert y ,  if  other t han an indiv idual;

(5 ) a dec larat ion t hat  t he cont ributor has not  been direct ly  or indirect ly

compensated or reimbursed f or t he cont ribut ion, if  an indiv idual,  and, if  a

person other t han an indiv idual or a commit t ee, that  t he person or commit tee

has not  been compensated or reimbursed f or t he cont ribut ion by persons:

(A ) other t han t hose f rom w hom cont ributor statements have been

received and of  w hom disclosure has or w ill be made; or

(B) if  f rom persons exempted f rom the def init ion of  polit ical act ion

commit t ee, by  other persons; and

(6 ) t he signat ure of  t he cont ributor, or in t he case of  a commit t ee, t he

t reasurer or,  in t he t reasurer' s absence, t he deputy  t reasurer of  t he commit t ee.

Persons accept ing cont ribut ions f rom cont ributors w ho cont ribute by payroll deduct ion,

dues check-of f ,  or sim ilar process shall be required t o obt ain only  one cont ributor
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statement  annually  or at  such other t imes as a change is made in t he deduct ion, check-

of f ,  or sim ilar process.

If  no cont ributor statement  has been obtained w it hin t en (10 ) days af t er a cont ribut ion

is accepted, or if  a cont ributor statement  obtained pursuant  t o t he prov isions of  t his

subsect ion is incomplete, t he t reasurer shall make at  least  t hree ef f ort s af t er

acceptance of  t he cont ribut ion t o obtain t he m issing informat ion.  Such ef f ort s shall

consist  of  eit her a mailed or elect ronic request  sent  t o t he cont ributor.  A ll t hree

separate request s must  be made no later t han t hirt y  (30 ) days af t er acceptance of  t he

cont ribut ion.  The request s shall not  include material on any other subject  or any

addit ional solic it at ion, except  t hat  t hey  m ay include language solely  t hanking t he

cont ributor f or t he cont ribut ion.  The request s must  c learly  ask f or t he cont ributor

statement  or t he m issing informat ion and must  include an accurate statement  of  t his

rule regarding t he collect ion and report ing of  cont ribut ion ident if icat ions.  A ll request s

must  include t he statement  in a c lear and conspicuous manner.  In t he case of  mailed

request s, t he request s shall be accompanied by a pre-addressed return post  card or

envelope f or t he response mat erial.   In t he case of  elect ronic request s, t he request s

shall include specif ic  inst ruct ions f or submit t ing the cont ributor statement  or m issing

informat ion.  If  t he t reasurer makes such ef fort  w ithin t he thirt y  (30 ) day t ime period

prescribed in t his paragraph, t he person accept ing t he cont ribut ion shall be deemed to

be in compliance w it h t he prov isions of  t his subsect ion.  Thereaf t er, t he t reasurer must

return t he cont ribut ion w it hin t hirt y  (30 ) days.

*      *      *

Submit t ed by

Commissioner John Raley

Explanation:   This amendment  w ould require a cont ribut ion of  more t han $50 , f or w hich no cont ributor

statement  w as obtained,  t o be returned w it hin 30  days of  complet ing a 30 -day ef fort  but  f ailing t o

obtain t he cont ributor statement .

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendment  is t o require t he return of  a cont ribut ion if  no cont ributor

statement  is received.

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as requested by Lynn How ell,  on behalf  of  Common

Cause Oklahoma.
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     2                                       

     (Date)

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule Nos. 257 :10 -1 -2 (e)(2 ) as follow s:

257 :10 -1 -2 . Contributions

*      *      *

(e) Prohibition on transfer of funds betw een committees.

*      *      *

(2 ) Political action committee transfers.   A  polit ical act ion commit t ee shall

not  make a cont ribut ion t o another polit ical act ion commit t ee as specif ied

herein.  A  polit ical act ion commit t ee shall not  accept  a cont ribut ion f rom

another polit ical act ion commit t ee as specif ied herein.  This subsect ion shall

not  prohibit :

(A ) a polit ical act ion commit tee, including an out -of -state

commit t ee also registered in another state or states and a commit tee

also registered under t he law s of  t he Unit ed States, f rom making a

t ransfer t o a ballot  measure commit t ee;

(B) a polit ical act ion commit t ee f rom making a t ransfer t o a

commit t ee f ormed solely  t o make independent  expendit ures or

elect ioneering communicat ions; or

(C) a polit ical act ion commit t ee f rom making a t ransfer t o it s ow n

af f iliat ed or connect ed ent it y  in accordance w it h t he def init ion of

cont ribut ion, Sect ion 2 , Paragraph (2 ), Subparagraph (B) of  Chapter 1

of  t his t it le.

*      *      *

Submit t ed by

Commissioner
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Explanation:   This amendment  makes no changes beyond t he 2011  amendments submit t ed t o t he

Legislature.

Purpose:  This amendment  makes no changes beyond t he 2011  amendments; how ever, it  is carried

forw ard because members have requested f urt her study of  the ban on PA C-to-PA C t ransfers.

Person requesting amendment:  Further study of  t his issue w as requested by t he Commission.
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     3                                       

     (Date)

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule No. 257 :20 -1 -4 (a) as follow s:

257 :20 -1 -4 . M isuse of office

(a) No state of f icer or state employee shall use or at tempt  t o use his or her of f ic ial

posit ion t o solic it  or secure special priv ileges, exempt ions or compensat ion f or himself ,

or herself .   A n of f icer or employee may receive compensat ion and expenses paid f or

t he performance of  his or her dut ies as allow ed by law .  No state of f icer or state

employee shall use his or her of f ic ial posit ion t o solic it  or secure special priv ileges,

exempt ions or compensat ion f or or others, except  in t he performance of  his or her

dut ies or as may be allow ed by law .  “ A t t empt ”  shall mean that  the state of f icer or

st at e employee intended t o v iolate this sect ion and performed any overt  act  t ow ard

accom plishing the v iolat ion of  t his sect ion.  Such prohibit ed act iv it y  shall inc lude

accept ing compensat ion for an art ic le,  appearance or speech, or for part ic ipat ion at  an

event ,  as set  f ort h in Subsect ion (h) of  Sect ion 9  of  Chapter 2 0  of  t his t it le.   Such

prohibit ed act iv it y ,  except  as prov ided by statute, shall not  include: . . .

*      *      *

Submit t ed by

Commissioner

Explanation:   This amendment  assumes changes made in 2011  become ef f ect ive.  It  w ould except ,

f rom the lim it at ions on use of  of f ice, compensat ion and expenses only w hen paid t o a state

of f icer/employee f or performance of  his or her job dut ies.

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendment  is t o clarif y  t hat  " except  in t he performance of  his or her

dut ies"  means accept ing compensat ion and expenses only  w hen paid t o a state of f icer/employee f or

t he performance of  his or her job dut ies. 

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as requested by A ndrew  Tev ington, General

Counsel of  t he Oklahoma Corporat ion Commission.
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     4                                       

     (Date)

ALTERNATIVE A

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule Nos. 257 :1 -1 -2 ,  2 5 7 :1 -1 -6 (b),  257 :1 -1 -7 (7 ),

257 :10 -1 -10 (f ),  257 :10 -1 -14 (a)(12 ) and (13 ) and 257 :10 -1 -16  as f ollow s:

257 :1 -1 -2 . Definitions.

*      *      *

“ Bundled contributions”

(1 ) In general.   For t he purposes of  Sect ion16  of  Chapter 10  of  this t it le,

t he t erm “ bundled cont ribut ion”  means any cont ribut ion or other payment :

(A ) t ransmit t ed or f orw arded f rom the cont ributor or payor t o t he

covered ent it y  by  another person; or

(B) received by  t he covered ent it y  f rom the cont ributor or payor,

w here t he covered ent it y  eit her know s another person raised or

solic it ed such cont ribut ions or payments, or credit s another person f or

raising or solic it ing such cont ribut ions or payments t hrough records,

designat ions or other means of  recognit ion.

(2 ) Joint fundraising.   If  tw o or more persons have joint ly  prov ided bundled

cont ribut ions t o a covered ent it y  or have been credit ed f or joint ly  prov iding

bundled cont ribut ions t o a covered ent it y , t hen each such person shall be

deemed to have provided t he t otal amount  of  such bundled cont ribut ions to t he

ent it y  f or t he purpose of  apply ing t he monetary  t hresholds described in

Subsect ion (a) of  Sect ion 2  of  Chapter 10  of  t his t it le.

*      *      *

“ Covered entity.”   For t he purposes of  Sect ion 16  of  Chapter 10  of  t his t it le,

t he t erm “ covered ent it y ”  means any of  t he f ollow ing:

(1 ) A ny corporat ion as def ined in t his sect ion, other t han a corporat ion

described in paragraph (3 ) of  sect ion 501 (c) of  t he Internal Revenue Code of

1986  and exempt  f rom tax under sect ion 501 (a) of  such Code;

(2 ) A ny organizat ion as def ined in this sect ion;
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(3 ) A ny group described in paragraph (4 ),  (5 ),  or (6 ) of  Sect ion 501 (c) of

t he Internal Revenue Code of  1986  and exempt  f rom tax under sect ion 501 (a)

of  such Code; and

(4 ) A ny polit ical commit t ee under sect ion 527  of  t he Internal Revenue Code

of  1986 , other t han a polit ical commit t ee under this t it le.

*      *      *

“ Disclosure date”   For t he purposes of   Sect ion 16  of  Chapter 10  of  t his t it le,

t he t erm “ disclosure date”  means:

(1 ) t he f irst  date during any calendar year by  w hich a covered ent it y  has

made disbursements for peripheral campaign act iv it y  in an aggregate amount

equal t o or exceeding $1 ,000 ; and

(2 ) any other date during such calendar year by  w hich a covered ent it y  has

made disbursements f or peripheral campaign act iv it y  in an aggregate amount

equal t o or exceeding $1 ,000  since t he most  recent  disclosure date f or such

calendar year.

*      *      *

“ Peripheral campaign activity”

(1 ) In general.   For t he purposes of  Sect ion 14 (a)(13 ) and Sect ion 16  of

Chapter 10  of  t his t it le,  t he t erm “ peripheral campaign act iv it y ”  means:

(A ) an independent  expendit ure consist ing as def ined in t his

sect ion;

(B) an elect ioneering communicat ion, as def ined in this sect ion,

prov ided how ever t hat  t he t ime period in t he def init ion of

“ elect ioneering communicat ion”  shall be 120  days instead of  6 0  days;

(C) a t ransfer of  f unds f rom a covered ent it y  t o another person f or

t he purpose of  f unding such an independent  expendit ure or

elect ioneering communicat ion by that  person, as described by

Paragraph (2 );  or

(D) a t ransfer of  f unds f rom a covered ent it y  t o another person f or

t he purpose of  f unding a t ransfer by  t hat  person, as described by

Paragraph (2 ).

(2 ) Transfers made for purpose of funding peripheral campaign activity.   A

t ransfer of  f unds by a covered ent it y  t o another person is “ f or t he purpose of

f unding such an independent  expendit ure or elect ioneering communicat ion by

that  person or by  any other person,”  if  one or more of  t he f ollow ing apply :

(A ) The covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred t he f unds designates,

request s, or suggest s t hat  t he t ransferred f unds be used by  t he

recipient  t o make an independent  expendit ure consist ing of  a public

communicat ion or an elect ioneering communicat ion, as def ined in

Paragraph (1 )(B);

(B) The person t o w hom the amounts w ere t ransferred or it s agent

or representat ive solic it ed t he covered ent it y  f or f unds t o make an
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independent  expendit ure consist ing of  a public communicat ion or an

elect ioneering communicat ion, as def ined in Paragraph (1 )(B);

(C) The covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred the funds has spent ,  in

aggregate, 25  percent  or more of  it s gross receipt s in t he period

beginning on t he f irst  day of  the calendar year and ending on t he

t ransfer date to make independent  expendit ures consist ing of  a public

communicat ions or elect ioneering communicat ions, as def ined in

Paragraph (1 )(B);

(D) The covered ent it y  t hat  t ransf erred the f unds spent , in

aggregate, 25  percent  or more of  it s annual gross receipts or asset s in

the immediately  preceding calendar year to make independent

expendit ures consist ing of  public communicat ions or elect ioneering

communicat ions, as def ined in Paragraph (1 )(B);

(E) the covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred t he f unds spent , in t he

aggregate, $5 ,000  or more to make independent  expendit ures

consist ing of  public communicat ions or elect ioneering communicat ions,

as def ined in Paragraph (1 )(B),  during t he 12 -month period w hich ends

on t he date of  t he t ransfer;  or

(F) t he covered ent it y  t hat  t ransferred the f unds knew  or had

reason t o know  that  t he recipient  w ould use t he t ransferred f unds t o

make independent  expendit ures consist ing of  a public communicat ions

or elect ioneering communicat ions, as def ined in Paragraph (1 )(B), in t he

12-month period beginning on t he date of  t he t ransfer.

*      *      *

257 :1 -1 -6 . Pow ers and responsibilities of Commission

*      *      *

(b) Repository.   The Commission shall serve as t he of f ic ial reposit ory  f or

statements of  f inancial interest s, st atements of  organizat ion, last  m inute cont ribut ions

report s,  last  m inute independent  expendit ures peripheral campaign act iv it y  report s,

statements of  inact iv it y , campaign cont ribut ions and expenditures report s,  lobby ist

expenditure report s and such other documents f iled by commit t ees, state of f icers,

state employees, lobby ist s and other persons as pertain t o it s dut ies.

*      *      *

257 :1 -1 -7 . Forms and publications

The Execut ive Director shall dev ise or designate f orms and f orm sof tw are and

publicat ions t o conform w it h t his t it le,  subject  t o t he approval of  t he Commission,

w hich shall include, but  not  be lim it ed t o, t he f ollow ing f orms and publicat ions and

shall make such f orms, f orm sof tw are and publicat ions available to t he public: 

*      *      *
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(7 ) Last  m inute independent  expendit ures Peripheral campaign act iv it y

report ;

*      *      *

257 :10 -1 -10 . Campaign depositories and campaign accounts

*      *      *

(f ) A n out -of -state commit t ee or person,   except  a corporat ion or labor

organizat ion, accept ing donat ions f rom other persons and making independent

expendit ures or elect ioneering communicat ions w it h respect  t o elect ions governed by

this chapter,  shall make such independent  expendit ures and elect ioneering

communicat ions f rom a segregated account  w hich contains only  f unds w hich comply

w it h t he monetary  lim it  f or cont ribut ions t o a candidate set  f ort h in paragraph (2 ) of

subsect ion (a) of  Sect ion 2  of  t his chapter and w hich comply  w it h t he prov isions of

subsect ion (d) of  Sect ion 2  of  t his chapter.  The out -of -state commit t ee or person,

except  a corporat ion or labor organizat ion, shall be required t o disclose t he locat ion of

t he account  t o t he Commission.  The report s required by paragraph (2 ) of  subsect ion

(c) of  Sect ion 13  of  t his chapter and paragraph (3 ) of  subsect ion (c) of  Sect ion 16  of

t his chapter shall be made w it h respect  t o t he account  required by t his subsect ion.

257 :10 -1 -14 . Report contents

(a) Basic reporting form.   The campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ures report  shall

include:

*      *      *

(12 ) the f ollow ing informat ion about  expendit ures:

(A ) the t otal of  expendit ures made during t he report ing period and

the year-t o-date or campaign-to-date t otal;

(B) t he amount ,  date, a brief  descript ion of  the considerat ion, and

an explanat ion of  t he purpose — w hich must  permit  a reasonable person

to determ ine the reason f or t he purchase — for w hich each campaign

expendit ure w as made in excess of  one t housand dollars ($1 ,000 .00 )

in the aggregate t o one (1 ) ent it y  during t he report ing period, t he name

and address of  t he person t o w hich t he expendit ure w as made, t he

benef ic iary of  t he expendit ure and t he year t o date t otal.  

Disbursements t o consult ant s, advert ising agencies, and sim ilar f irms;

credit  card expenses; and candidate reimbursements must  be it emized

to permit  a reasonable person to determine t he ult imate intended

recipient  of  t he expendit ure and it s purpose;

(C) the total amount  of  all campaign expendit ures not  required t o

be reported in Subparagraph (B); and

(D) Commit t ees may f ile all expendit ures in lieu of  t he addit ional

bookkeeping requirement  of  grouping t ogether all expenditures

aggregat ing $50  one t housand dollars ($1 ,000 ) or less t o one ent it y
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and all expendit ures aggregat ing more t han $50  one t housand dollars

($1 ,000 ) t o one ent it y ;

Prov ided, a commit t ee shall not  div ide expendit ures w hich w ould otherw ise be

made indiv idually  f or t he purpose of  evading t he report ing requirements of  t his

paragraph;

(13 ) the f ollow ing informat ion about  independent  expendit ures peripheral

campaign act iv it y :

(A ) the t otal of  independent  expendit ures made during the report ing

period and t he year-t o-date or campaign-to-date t otal;

(B) t he amount ,  t he date, and a brief  descript ion of  w hat  w as

purchased for each indiv idual independent  expendit ure in excess of  f if t y

dollars ($50 ) in t he aggregate made during t he report ing period, t he

name and address of  each person w ho received disbursement s of  an

aggregate amount  of  $1 ,000  or more f or peripheral campaign act iv it y

during t he period covered by t he report  and t he aggregate amount  of

disbursements received by such person in t he period, t he elect ion t o

w hich t he disbursem ent  pertains and the names (if  know n) of  t he

candidates or ballot  measures ident if ied or t o be ident if ied and t he

purpose of  t he expendit ure; and

(C) (B) t he t ot al of  independent  expendit ures peripheral cam paign

act iv it y  not  required t o be reported in Subparagraph (B) (A ).

(D) (C) Commit t ees may f ile all independent  expendit ures peripheral

campaign act iv it y  in lieu of  t he addit ional bookkeeping requirement  of

grouping t ogether all independent  expendit ures such disbursements

aggregat ing $ 5 0  $1 ,000  or less t o one ent it y  and all independent

expendit ures t hose aggregat ing more t han $50  $1 ,000  t o one ent it y ;

Prov ided, a commit t ee shall not  div ide independent  expendit ures peripheral

campaign act iv it y  w hich w ould otherw ise be made indiv idually  f or t he purpose

of  evading t he report ing requirements of  t his paragraph;

*      *      *

Rule 10 -1 -16 . Report  of last minute independent expenditures and electioneering

communications Reports by covered entities making disbursements for peripheral

campaign activity

(a) Independent expenditures by committee.   A  commit t ee, including an out -of -

state commit t ee, t hat  makes an independent  expendit ure of  f ive hundred dollars ($500 )

or more af t er t he c losing date f or t he pre-elect ion report ing period,  but  before t he

elect ion, shall report  t he t otal amount ,  t he date, t he name and address of  t he ent it y  t o

w hich t he independent  expendit ure w as made; it ems purchased, descript ion of  t he

considerat ion f or the expendit ure and t he purpose, w hether support  or opposit ion; and

the benef ic iary, w hether candidate or ballot  measure, for each indiv idual independent

expendit ure on t he paper f orm or elect ronically  t ransmit t ing t he informat ion on the f orm

to t he Commission of f ice by Unit ed States mail,  hand delivery , f acsim ile t ransmission,

t elegram, or express delivery  serv ice w it hin tw enty-four (24 ) hours of  making t he
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expendit ure.  The report  shall include t he signature or t yped signature on elect ronically

f iled f orms of  t he person making t he expendit ure, or t he t reasurer or,  in t he t reasurer' s

absence, t he deputy t reasurer of  a report ing commit tee, w ho shall at t est  t o t he report ' s

accuracy and veracit y .   This informat ion shall be included on t he next  report  f iled on

paper, or elect ronically  t ransmit t ed by t he commit t ee.   Peripheral campaign activity

report.   If  a covered ent it y  makes disbursements f or peripheral campaign act iv it y  in an

aggregate amount  equal to or exceeding $1 ,000  in a calendar year,  it  shall,  w it hin 24

hours of  each disclosure date, as def ined in Sect ion 2  of  Chapt er 1  of  t his t it le,  f ile

w it h t he Commission a statement  containing t he informat ion described in Subsect ion

(b).

(b) Independent expenditures by person other than committee.   A  person other

than a commit t ee t hat  makes an independent  expenditure of  Five Hundred Dollars

($500 .00 ) or more at  any t ime, shall f ile a report  w it h t he Commission disclosing t he

name of  such person and st reet  address, c it y ,  st ate and zip code, occupat ion and

employer or principal business act iv it y ,  along w ith t he recipient ’ s name, st reet  address,

c it y ,  st ate and zip code, descript ion of  t he payment ,  t he date, t he amount ,  t he name

of  one or more candidates or ballot  measures ment ioned, t he purpose of  t he

independent  expendit ure, and how  much w as spent  regarding each candidate or ballot

measure for each indiv idual independent  expendit ure.  The report  shall be f iled on t he

paper f orm or by  elect ronically  t ransmit t ing t he informat ion t o the Commission of f ice

by Unit ed States mail,  hand delivery , f acsim ile t ransmission, t elegram, or express

delivery  serv ice w it hin tw enty  f our (24 ) hours of  making t he expendit ure.  The report

shall include t he signature, or t yped signature on elect ronically  f iled f orms, of  t he

person making t he expendit ure, w ho shall at t est  t o t he report ’ s accuracy and veracit y .

Contents of statement.   Each statement  required to be f iled under this subsect ion

shall contain t he f ollow ing informat ion:

(1 ) The name of  t he covered ent it y ,  as def ined in Sect ion 2  of  Chapter 1

of  t his t it le,  making t he disbursement  and of  any person sharing or exercising

direct ion or cont rol over t he act iv it ies of  such person.

(2 ) The principal place of  business of  t he covered ent it y .

(3 ) The name and address of  each person w ho received disbursements of

an aggregate amount  of  $1 ,000  or more f rom the covered ent it y  f or peripheral

campaign act iv it y ,  as def ined in Sect ion 2  of  Chapter 1  of  t his t it le,  during t he

period covered by t he statement  and the aggregate amount  of  disbursements

received by such person in t his period;

(4 ) The elect ions t o w hich t he disbursement  pertains and t he names (if

know n) of  t he candidates ident if ied or t o be ident if ied;

(5 ) If  t he disbursem ent s w ere paid out  of  a Peripheral Campaign A ct iv it y

A ccount  t hat  complies w it h t he requirements of  Subsect ion (d),

(A ) the names and addresses of  all persons w ho cont ributed,

t ransferred or paid an aggregate amount  of  $ 5 0 0  or more t o t hat

account  during t he period beginning on t he f irst  day of  t he preceding

calendar year and ending on t he disclosure date, as def ined in Sect ion

2  of  Chapter 1  of  t his t it le;  and

(B) the name and address of  each person w ho provided 2  or more

bundled cont ribut ions t o t hat  account  in an aggregate amount  equal t o
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or exceeding $1 ,000  during t he period beginning on t he f irst  day of  t he

preceding calendar year and ending on t he disclosure date, and t he

aggregate amount  of  t he bundled cont ribut ions, as def ined in Sect ion

2  of  Chapter 1  of  t his t it le, prov ided by each such person during t his

period.

(6 ) If  t he disbursements w ere paid out  of  f unds not  described in Paragraph

(5 ),

(A ) the names and addresses of  all persons w ho cont ributed,

t ransferred or paid an aggregate amount  of  $500  or m ore t o t he

covered ent it y  making t he disbursement  during t he period beginning on

the f irst  day of  t he preceding calendar year and ending on t he

disclosure date; and

(B) the name and address of  each person w ho prov ided 2  or more

bundled cont ribut ions t o t he covered ent it y  in an aggregate amount

equal t o or exceeding $1 ,000  during t he period beginning on t he f irst

day of  t he preceding calendar year and ending on t he disclosure date,

and t he aggregate am ount  of  t he bundled cont ribut ions provided by

each such person during t his period.

(c) Electioneering communications.   Treatment of transfers made to other persons.

(1 ) A ny person, including an out -of -state commit t ee,  w ho makes a

payment  or payments or prom ise of  payment  or payments t otaling f ive

thousand dollars ($5 ,000 ) or more for an elect ioneering communicat ion or

series of  elect ioneering communicat ions shall f ile a statement  w it h t he

Commission disclosing t he name of  such person and st reet  address, c it y ,  st ate

and zip code, occupat ion and employer, along w it h t he recipient ’ s name, st reet

address, c it y ,  st ate and zip code, descript ion of  t he payment ,  t he amount ,  t he

name of  one or more candidates ment ioned, t he purpose of  the communicat ion

or series of  communicat ions and how  much w as spent  regarding each

candidate ment ioned.  A ddit ionally ,  an out -of -state commit t ee or person,

except  a corporat ion or labor organizat ion, w ho accepts donat ions f rom other

persons shall prov ide t he name and address of  t he f inancial inst it ut ion at  w hich

t he account  required by subsect ion (f ) of  Sect ion 10  of  this chapter is

maintained.  The report  shall be f iled w it hin tw enty-f our (24 ) hours of  making

the payment  or payments or t he promise t o make t he payment  or payments. 

In general.   For purposes of  t he requirement  t o f ile report s under t his

subsect ion, a covered ent it y  t hat  makes a t ransfer described by Sect ion 2 ,

def init ion of  peripheral campaign act iv it y ,  paragraph (1 )(C) and (D), shall be

considered to have made a disbursement  f or peripheral campaign act iv it y .

(2 ) Except  as prov ided in paragraph (1 ),  if  any person other t han an out -of -

state commit t ee or person has received a payment  or payments or a promise

of  payment  or payments f rom other persons t otaling f if t y  dollars ($50 ) or more

for the purpose of  making an elect ioneering communicat ion or series of

elect ioneering communicat ions, t he person receiv ing t he payments shall

disclose on t he report  t he name, st reet  address,  c it y ,  state, zip code,

occupat ion and employer,  date and amount  received f rom each person w ho has

made a payment  of  f if t y  dollars ($50 ) or more since the beginning of  t he

calendar year.   Exception.   Notw it hstanding any other prov ision of  t his
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subsect ion, a covered ent it y  t hat  makes a t ransfer described in Sect ion 2 ,

def init ion of  peripheral campaign act iv it y ,  paragraph (1 )(C) and (D) shall not  be

required to f ile a report  under this subsect ion prov ided t hat :

(A ) the t ransfer is comprised w holly  of  f unds cont ributed,

t ransferred or paid t o t he covered ent it y  in a commercial t ransact ion

made in t he ordinary  course of  business;

(B) t he covered ent it y  making t he t ransfer has not  received any

funds that  w ere designated by t he donor t o be used f or disbursements

for peripheral campaign act iv it y  during the 12 -month period ending on

the date of  t he t ransfer;  and

(C) the covered ent it y  making the t ransfer has not  solic it ed f unds

to make disbursement  f or peripheral campaign act iv it y  during t he 12 -

month period ending on t he date of  t he t ransfer.

(3 ) Except  as prov ided in paragraph (1 ),  if  an out -of -state commit t ee or

person has received a payment  or a promise of  payment  f rom other persons

totaling tw o hundred dollars ($200 .00 ) or more f or t he purpose of  making an

elect ioneering communicat ion w it hin t his state, t he commit t ee or person

receiv ing t he payments shall disclose on t he report  t he number and amount  of

payments of  less t han tw o hundred dollars ($200 .00 ) and t he name, st reet

address, c it y , st ate, zip code, occupat ion and employer,  date and amount

received f rom each person w ho has made a payment  of  tw o hundred dollars

($200 .00 ) or more on a last -in-f irst -out -basis in an amount  w hich equals or

exceeds t he amount  of  payments f or elect ioneering communicat ions made in

this state w ith respect  t o elect ions governed by this chapter. Such a commit tee

or person shall also report  all cont ribut ions f rom Oklahoma cont ributors w it hin

the tw elve-month period preceding t he last  date of  t he report ing period.

(4 ) A  person w ho receives or is promised a payment  or payments that  are

otherw ise reportable under Paragraph (1 ) is not  required to report  t he payment

or payments if  t he person is in t he business of  prov iding goods or serv ices and

receives or is promised t he payment  or payments f or t he purpose of  prov iding

those goods or serv ices. 

(d) Peripheral campaign activity account.

(1 ) Establishment of account.   A t  it s opt ion, a covered ent it y  may establish

and make disbursements f rom a Peripheral Campaign A ct iv it y  A ccount

(hereaf t er in this paragraph referred t o as t he “ A ccount ” ),  w hich shall be

maintained separately  f rom all other accounts of  t he ent it y  and w hich shall

consist  exclusively  of  t he deposit s described in subparagraph (B).

(2 ) Deposits Described.   The f unds t hat  may be deposit ed in a covered

ent it y ’ s Peripheral Campaign A ct iv it y  A ccount  are lim it ed t o amounts

cont ributed, t ransferred or paid direct ly  t o t he A ccount  by  a person other than

the ent it y .

(e) Exclusions from report.   For t he purposes of  the report s f iled under t his sect ion:

(1 ) In determ ining t he amount  of  disbursements for peripheral campaign

act iv it y  m ade by  a covered ent it y ,  t here shall be excluded any amounts paid

f rom a polit ical act ion commit t ee established and administered by t he ent it y .
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(2 ) In determ ining t he persons w ho have made cont ribut ions, payments or

t ransfers t o a covered ent it y  or prov ided bundled cont ribut ions t o a covered

ent it y , t here shall be excluded t he follow ing:

(A ) A ny person w ho eit her cont ributed, t ransferred or paid f unds or

prov ided bundled cont ribut ions to t he covered ent it y  in any commercial

t ransact ion made in t he ordinary  course of  business, unless there is

af f irmat ive ev idence t hat  t he am ounts w ere received by the covered

ent it y  f or t he purpose of  making an independent  expendit ure or

elect ioneering communicat ion; and

(B) A ny person w ho cont ributed, t ransferred or paid f unds to a

covered ent it y  and, in w rit ing, requested t hat  t he covered ent it y  not

use such f unds t o make a disbursement  f or peripheral campaign

act iv it y , prov ided that  t he ent it y  did not  use such funds t o make a

disbursement  f or peripheral campaign act iv it y .

(f ) Coordination w ith other provisions.   A  covered ent it y  required to f ile a report

under t his sect ion shall not  be required t o f ile t he same informat ion in any report

required under Sect ion 14  or Sect ion 15 .  Notw ithstanding any other prov ision of  law ,

a polit ical ent it y  required to f ile a report  w it h t he Internal Revenue Serv ice under

sect ion 527 (j) of  Tit le 26  shall be required also t o f ile report s t hat  comply w it h t he

disclosure provisions of  t his sect ion.

Submit t ed by

Commissioner John Raley

ALTERNATIVE A.

Explanation:   This amendment  def ines t erms for disclosure of  peripheral campaign act iv it y  and w ould

require disclosure by all groups making independent  expendit ures or elect ioneering communicat ions or

t ransferring f unds t o groups making or intending t o make such disbursements.

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendm ent  is t o require disclosure of  t he sources of  independent

expendit ures, elect ioneering communicat ions and of  t ransfers of  f unds t o be ut ilized f or t hese

disbursements.

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as draf ted by t he Et hics Commission staf f  in

response to Legislators’  request  for t imely disclosure of  independent  expendit ures and elect ioneering

communicat ions w hich, pursuant  t o Buckley v  Valeo and Cit izens Unit ed v  FEC,  may not  be lim it ed by

source or amount .
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ALTERNATIVE B

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule Nos. 257 :10 -1 -12 , 257 :10 -1 -14 (a)(13 ), 2 57 :10 -1 -

16  and 257 :10 -1 -20 (b)(4 ) as f ollow s:

257 :10 -1 -12 . Statement of Organization

*      *      *

(c) Statement of organization for a political action committee that w ill make only

independent expenditures or electioneering communications.

(1 ) The statement  of  organizat ion f or a polit ical act ion commit t ee t hat  w ill

make only independent  expendit ures or elect ioneering communicat ions shall

include t he f ollow ing:

(A ) t he f ull name of  t he commit t ee, w hich may not  include t he

name of  a candidat e and,  if  amending a former statement  of

organizat ion, t he number assigned by the Ethics Commission f or t he

commit t ee pursuant  t o t he init ial regist rat ion;

(B) the complete mailing address, elect ronic  mailing address, and

dayt ime telephone number of  t he commit t ee;

(C) the date t he commit tee w as organized;

(D) a statement  t hat  t he commit t ee w ill make only independent

expendit ures or elect ioneering communicat ions;

(E) the f ull name, mailing address, elect ronic mailing address,

dayt ime telephone number, and principal place of  business of  t he chair;

(F) t he f ull name, mailing address, elect ronic mailing address,

dayt ime telephone number, and princ ipal place of  business of  t he

t reasurer,  and, if  appointed, of  a deputy  t reasurer;

(G) the designat ion of  an of f icer t o receive not ices of  required

f ilings and late v iolat ions;

(H) the f ull name, mailing address, elect ronic mailing address,

dayt ime telephone number, and principal place of  business of  t he

custodian of  the books and accounts if  other t han t he designated

of f icers;

(I) t he full name and address of  each deposit ory in w hich t he

commit t ee w ill maint ain it s campaign account , w hich, f or an out -of -

state commit tee, shall be t he account  required by subsect ion (f ) of

Sect ion 10  of  t his chapter;

(J ) t he actual signature of  t he t reasurer or t yped signature of  t he

t reasurer on elect ronically  f iled f orms, cert if y ing t hat  each of f icer has

prov ided the commit t ee w it h w rit t en acceptance of  t he appointment

and t hat  the informat ion prov ided is t rue, complete and correct .
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257 :10 -1 -14 . Report Contents

(a) Basic reporting form .  The campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ures report  shall

include:

*      *      *

(13 ) the f ollow ing informat ion about  independent  expenditures and

elect ioneering communicat ions:

(A ) the t otal of  independent  expendit ures and elect ioneering

communicat ions made during t he report ing period and t he year to date

or campaign t o date t otal independent  expendit ures and elect ioneering

communicat ions made during t he elect ion cycle;

(B) the amount ,  t he date and a brief  descript ion or statement  of

w hat  w as purchased f or each indiv idual independent  expendit ure in

excess of  f if t y  dollars ($50 ) in t he aggregate made during t he report ing

period, and the purpose of  the expendit ure  and t he name and of f ice of

t he candidate supported or opposed, indicat ing w hether the candidate

w as supported or opposed, and a brief  descript ion or statement  of  each

elect ioneering communicat ion and t he name and of f ice of  t he candidate

to w hom the elect ioneering communicat ion referred.;  and

(C) the t otal of  independent  expendit ures not  required t o be

reported in Subparagraph (B).

(D) Commit t ees may f ile all independent  expendit ures in lieu of  t he

addit ional bookkeeping requirement  of  grouping t ogether all

independent  expendit ures aggregat ing $50  or less t o one ent it y  and all

independent  expendit ures aggregat ing more than $50  t o one ent it y ;

Prov ided, a commit t ee shall not  div ide independent  expendit ures w hich w ould

otherw ise be made indiv idually  f or the purpose of  evading t he report ing requirements

of  t his paragraph; If  t he person making t he independent  expenditure or elect ioneering

communicat ion, other t han a polit ical act ion commit t ee, received f unds f rom any other

person f or t he purpose of  making an independent  expendit ure or expendit ures or an

elect ioneering communicat ion or communicat ions, t he report  shall include t he name,

address and principal business act iv it y  of  each person cont ribut ing f unds in excess of

Fif t y  Dollars ($50 .00 ) in t he aggregate and t he amount  of  any such cont ribut ion or

cont ribut ions t hat  have not  been prev iously  reported, together w it h a cumulat ive t otal

of  all cont ribut ions made by each person since the f irst  report  w as f iled f or the elect ion

for w hich t he independent  expendit ure or elect ioneering communicat ion is being made.

*      *      *

257 :10 -1 -16 . Reports of Last M inute Independent Expenditures and Electioneering

Communications

(a) Independent expenditures by committee. A  commit t ee, including an out  of  st ate

commit t ee, t hat  makes an independent  expendit ure of  f ive hundred dollars ($500) or

more af t er t he c losing date for t he pre elect ion report ing period, but  before t he elect ion,

shall report  t he t otal amount ,  t he dat e,  t he name and address of  the ent it y  t o w hich

the independent  expendit ure w as made; it ems purchased, descript ion of  t he
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considerat ion f or the expenditure and t he purpose, w hether support  or opposit ion; and

the benef ic iary, w hether candidate or ballot  measure, for each indiv idual independent

expendit ure on t he paper f orm or elect ronically  t ransmit t ing t he informat ion on t he f orm

to t he Commission of f ice by Unit ed States mail,  hand delivery , f acsim ile t ransmission,

t elegram, or express delivery serv ice w it hin tw enty  f our (24 ) hours of  making t he

expendit ure. The report  shall include t he signature, or t yped signature on elect ronically

f iled f orms, of  t he person making t he expendit ure, or t he t reasurer or,  in t he t reasurer' s

absence, the deputy t reasurer of  a report ing commit t ee, w ho shall at t est  t o t he report ' s

accuracy and veracit y .  This informat ion shall be included on the next  report  f iled on

paper or elect ronically  t ransmit t ed by t he commit t ee.

(1 ) A n independent  expendit ure shall be considered to have been made at

t he t ime a communicat ion f inanced by t he independent  expendit ure is public ly

disseminated t o voters eligible to vote in t he elect ion f or w hich t he independent

expendit ure is being made and shall include all independent  expenditures

obligated at  t hat  t ime.

(2 ) A ny person other t han an indiv idual or a polit ical act ion commit t ee t hat

makes an independent  expendit ure of  Five Thousand Dollars ($5 ,0 00 .00 ) or

more in t he aggregate at  least  f if t een (15 ) days prior t o any elect ion shall be

required t o f ile a report  w it h t he Commission at  t he same t ime t hat  commit t ees

are required t o f ile pre-elect ion report s f or t he applicable elect ion by Sect ion

10-1 -13 (b) of  t his Chapter.

(3 ) A ny  person other t han an indiv idual,  including a polit ical act ion

commit t ee, t hat  makes an independent  expenditure of  Five Thousand Dollars

($5 ,000 .00 ) or more in t he aggregate during t he period beginning no more than

fourteen (14 ) days prior t o any elect ion and ending on t he day of  t he elect ion

shall make a report  t o t he Commission no later t han t he business day f ollow ing

the day t he expendit ure is made.

(4 ) Each report  f iled by a person other t han a polit ical act ion commit t ee

shall include t he name and address of  the person making t he independent

expendit ure and t he name, st reet  address, t elephone number, and of f ice or t it le

of  t he indiv idual f iling t he report .  The report  shall include t he informat ion on

independent  expendit ures required by Sect ion 10 -1 -14 (a)(13 ) of  t his chapter.

A  report  f iled by a polit ical ac t ion commit t ee shall include t he informat ion

required by Sect ion 10 -1 -14 (a)(1 ) of  t his Chapter and t he inform at ion on

independent  expendit ures required by Sect ion 10 -1 -14 (a)(13 ) of  t his Chapter.

A ll report s shall be made elect ronically .

(b) Independent expenditures by person other than committee. A  person other than

a commit t ee t hat  makes an independent  expendit ure of  Five Hundred Dollars ($500 .00 )

or more at  any t ime, shall report  t he t otal amount ,  t he date, t he name and address of

t he ent it y  t o w hich the independent  expendit ure w as made; it ems purchased,

descript ion of  t he considerat ion f or t he expendit ure and t he purpose, w hether support

or opposit ion; and t he benef ic iary , w hether candidate or ballot  measure, for each

indiv idual independent  expendit ure on t he paper f orm or elect ronically  t ransmit t ing t he

informat ion t o t he Commission of f ice by Unit ed States mail,  hand delivery, f acsim ile

t ransmission, t elegram, or express delivery  serv ice w it hin tw enty  f our (24 ) hours of

making t he expendit ure.  The report  shall include t he signature, or t yped signature on
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elect ronically  f iled f orms, of  t he person making t he expendit ure report ,  w ho shall at t est

t o the report ' s accuracy and veracit y .

(c) (b)  Electioneering communications.

(1 ) A ny person,  inc luding an out  of  st ate commit t ee, w ho makes a

paym ent  or payments or promise of  payment  or payments t otaling f ive

thousand dollars ($5 ,000 ) or more for an elect ioneering communicat ion or

series of  elect ioneering communicat ions shall f ile a statement  w it h t he

Commission disclosing t he name of  such person and st reet  address, c it y ,  st ate

and zip code, occupat ion and employer, along w it h t he recipient ’ s name, st reet

address, c it y ,  st ate and zip code, descript ion of  t he payment ,  t he amount ,  t he

name of  one or more candidates ment ioned, t he purpose of  the communicat ion

or series of  communicat ions, and how  much w as spent  on each candidate

ment ioned. A ddit ionally ,  an out  of  st ate commit t ee or person w ho accepts

donat ions f rom  ot her persons shall prov ide t he name and address of  t he

f inancial inst it ut ion at  w hich t he account  required by subsect ion (f ) of  Sect ion

10  of  t his chapter is maintained.  The report  shall be f iled w ithin tw enty  f our

(24 ) hours of  making t he payment  or payments or t he promise t o make t he

payment  or payments.  A n elect ioneering communicat ion shall be considered

to have been made at  t he t ime a communicat ion f inanced by t he elect ioneering

communicat ion is public ly  disseminated t o voters eligible to vote in t he elect ion

for w hich t he elect ioneering communicat ion is being made and shall include all

elect ioneering communicat ions obligated at  t hat  t ime.

(2 ) Except  as prov ided in paragraph (1 ),  if  any person other t han an out  of

state commit t ee or person has received a payment  or payments or a promise

of  a payment  or payments f rom other persons t otaling f if t y  dollars ($50 ) or

more f or t he purpose of  making an elect ioneering communicat ion or series of

communicat ions, t he person receiv ing t he payments shall disclose on t he report

t he name, st reet  address, cit y ,  st ate, zip code, occupat ion and employer, date

and amount  received f rom each person w ho has made a payment  of  f if t y

dollars ($50 ) or more since t he beginning of  t he calendar year.   A ny person

other t han an indiv idual or a polit ical act ion commit t ee t hat  makes an

elect ioneering communicat ion of  Five Thousand Dollars ($5 ,000 .00 ) or more,

in t he aggregate, at  least  f if t een (15 ) days prior t o any  elect ion shall be

required t o f ile a report  w it h t he Commission at  t he same t ime t hat  commit t ees

are required t o f ile pre-elect ion report s f or t he applicable elect ion by Sect ion

10-1 -13 (b) of  t his Chapter.

(3 ) Except  as prov ided in paragraph (1 ),  if  an out  of  st ate commit t ee or

person has received a payment  or a promise of  payment  f rom other persons

totaling tw o hundred dollars ($200 .00 ) or more f or t he purpose of  making an

elect ioneering communicat ion w it hin t his state, t he commit t ee or person

receiv ing t he payments shall disclose on t he report  t he number and amount  of

paym ent s of  less than tw o hundred dollars ($200 .00 ) and t he name, st reet

address, c it y , st ate, zip code,  occupat ion and employer,  date and amount

received f rom each person w ho has made a payment  of  tw o hundred dollars

($200 .00 ) or more on a last  in f irst  out  basis in an amount  w hich equals or

exceeds t he amount  of  payments f or elect ioneering communicat ions made in

this state w ith respect  t o elect ions governed by t his chapter. Such a commit tee

or person shall also report  all cont ribut ions f rom Oklahoma cont ributors w it hin
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t he tw elve month period preceding the last  date of  t he report ing period.  A ny

person other than an indiv idual,  including a polit ical act ion commit t ee, t hat

makes an elect ioneering communicat ion of  Five Thousand Dollars ($5 ,000 .00 )

or more, in the aggregate, during t he period beginning no more t han f ourteen

(14 ) days prior t o any elect ion and ending on t he day of  t he elect ion shall make

a report  t o the Commission no later t han t he business day  f ollow ing t he day

the expendit ure is made.

(4 ) A  person w ho receives or is promised a payment  or payments that  are

otherw ise reportable under Paragraph (1 ) is not  required t o report  t he payment

or payments if  t he person is in t he business of  prov iding goods or serv ices and

receives or is promised t he payment  or payments f or t he purpose of  prov iding

those goods or serv ices.  Each report  f iled by  a person other t han a polit ical

act ion commit t ee shall include t he name and address of  t he person making t he

elect ioneering communicat ion and t he name, st reet  address, t elephone number,

and of f ice or t it le of  t he indiv idual f iling t he report . The report  shall include t he

informat ion on elect ioneering communicat ions required by Sect ion 10 -1 -

14 (a)(13 ) of  t his chapter.  A  report  f iled by a polit ical act ion commit t ee shall

include the informat ion required by Sect ion 10 -1 -14 (a)(1 ) of  t his Chapter and

the informat ion on elect ioneering communicat ions required by Sect ion 10 -1 -

14 (a)(13 ) of  t his Chapter.  A ll report s shall be made elect ronically .

257:10-1-20. Use of Campaign Contributions and Use of Surplus Funds.

*      *      *

(b) Other committees.

*      *      *

(4 ) Use of surplus funds by political action committees making only

independent expenditures or electioneering communications .  Surplus f unds of

polit ical act ion commit t ees f ormed to make only  independent  expendit ures or

elect ioneering communicat ions may be:

(A ) deposit ed w it h t he State Treasurer t o the credit  of  t he General

Revenue Fund;

(B) returned t o t he cont ributors pursuant  t o any f ormula approved

by t he commit t ee; prov ided, any amount  returned t o a cont ributor shall

not  exceed t he amount  of  t he original cont ribut ion;

(C) donated t o other polit ical act ion commit t ees formed solely  t o

make independent  expendit ures or elect ioneering communicat ions;

(D) donated t o a charit able organizat ion; or

(E) donated t o a communit y  act iv it y .

*      *      *

Submit t ed by
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Chair Karen Long

ALTERNATIVE B.

Explanation:   This amendment  t o 257 :20 -1 -12  prov ides for t he regist rat ion of  a polit ical act ion

commit t ee t hat  w ill make only  independent  expendit ures or elect ioneering communicat ions. In t he

amendment  t o 257 :10 -1 -14 , informat ion required f or report ing independent  expendit ures and

elect ioneering communicat ions is,  t o t he extent  possible, made unif orm.  The amendment  requires

disclosure of  t he amount , date, brief  descript ion or statement  of  each expendit ure, t he name of  t he

candidate and of f ice supported or opposed, and w hether t he expendit ure is made t o support  or oppose

the candidate. In t he amendment  t o 257 :10 -1 -1 6 ,  t he t ime an independent  expendit ure or

elect ioneering communicat ion is considered t o be “ made”  is t he t ime it  is public ly  disseminated t o

eligible voters. The amendment  put s report ing on t he same schedule as a PA C.  A nd in t he amendment

to 257 :20 -1 -20  t here is language to prov ide f or t he dist ribut ion of  surplus f unds by a PA C that  makes

only  independent  expendit ures.

Purpose:  Prov ides an alt ernat ive t o A lt ernat ive A .

Person requesting alternative amendment:  This alt ernat ive amendment  w as draf t ed by Chair Karen

Long.
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     5                                       

     (Date)

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule No. 257 :10 -1 -9 (d)(3 ) as f ollow s:

257 :10 -1 -9 . Committee officers and agents

*      *      *

(d) Duties of the treasurer/deputy treasurer.

*      *      *

(3 ) The t reasurer or,  in t he t reasurer' s absence, t he deputy  t reasurer of  a

commit t ee shall f ile,  in a t imely  manner, t he appropriate report s or statements

on t he f orms prescribed by t he Commission.  Filing statements and report s by

Internet  access only  shall be required of  a candidate commit t ee w hich has

exceeded $10 ,000  $500  in cont ribut ions or expenditures during an act ive

campaign or a non-candidate com m it t ee w hich has exceeded $10 ,000  $500

in cont ribut ions or expendit ures during t he current  or prev ious calendar year.

*      *      *

Submit t ed by

Commissioner

Explanation:   This amendment  w ould require all commit tees w it h more t han $500  in act iv it y  t o f ile

campaign statements of  organizat ion and cont ribut ions and expendit ures report s elect ronically .

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendment  is t o inform cit izens of  t he f inancing of  polit ical campaigns

by low ering t he t hreshold f or mandatory  elect ronic f iling f rom $10 ,000  t o $500 . 

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as requested by Dr. John W ood.
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     6                                       

     (Date)

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule Rules Sect ions 257 :1 -1 -2  [def init ion of  “ anything

of  value,”  et c. ]  and 257 :23 -1 -2 (d) as f ollow s:

257:1-1-2. Definitions

"Anything of value" ,  "Thing of value"  or "Things of value"

*      *      *

(2 ) These t erms do not  include:

*      *      *

(G) food and beverage consumed on t he occasion w hen part ic ipat ing in a

charit able, c iv ic,  or communit y  event ,  or at  any event  t o w hich all members of

t he Legislature are inv it ed, w hich bears a relat ionship t o t he state of f icer' s or

state employee' s of f ice and t he of f icer or employee is at t ending in an of f ic ial

capacit y ;

*      *      *

(V ) food and beverage prov ided at  any event  t o w hich all members of  t he

Legislature are inv it ed, prov ided t his prov ision shall apply  no more than one

t ime per calendar year f or any lobby ist  principal;

(W ) food and beverage prov ided at  any meet ing of  t he polit ical caucus of

eit her House of  t he Legislature, prov ided t he House involved has not  adjourned

for t he day, during a regular or special legislat ive session; f ood and beverage

prov ided at  any event  t o w hich all members of  a commit t ee or subcommit tee

of  eit her House of  t he Legislature ident if ied in t he Rules or Journal of  t he

respect ive House are inv it ed and w hich is at t ended by a majorit y  of  members

of  t he commit tee or subcommit tee.  A ny lobbyist  or lobby ist  principal may

prov ide f ood and beverage t o any meet ing of  a polit ical caucus or t o any event

t o w hich all members of  a commit tee or subcommit t ee of  eit her House are

inv ited as contemplated by t his subsect ion; prov ided, how ever, if  a lobby ist  or

lobby ist  principal prov ide f ood and beverage t o t he same polit ical caucus of

eit her House or t o an event  t o w hich all members of  t he sam e commit t ee or

sam e subcom m it tee of  eit her House are inv it ed more t han one t ime during a

calendar year,  t he second such meet ing or event  and any subsequent  meet ings

or events shall not  be subject  t o t he except ion t o the def init ion of  “ t hings of

value”  prov ided by t his subsect ion.

*      *      *
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257 :23 -1 -2 .  Anything of value reporting by lobbyists – Preservation of accounts,

books, etc.

*      *      *

(d) Contents of reports.   The informat ion t o be reported pursuant  t o the prov isions

of  Subsect ion (b) of  t his sect ion shall be as f ollow s:

(1 ) The f ull name and elect ronic mailing address of  t he lobby ist  or other

person f iling t he report ;

(2 ) The name and posit ion of  the state of f icer or state employee t o w hom

the t hing of  value w as given;

(3 ) The date t he t hing of  value w as given;

(4 ) The nature of  t he thing of  value given;

(5 ) The amount  of  t he expenditure made by t he lobby ist  or lobby ist

principal f or t he t hing of  value; and

(6 ) The name of  t he lobby ist  principal or lobby ist  principals on w hose

behalf  t he t hing of  value w as given, if  any.

(7 ) The date and t otal expendit ure f or f ood and beverages prov ided at  any

event  t o w hich all members of  t he Legislature are inv it ed; t he dat e and t otal

expendit ure f or f ood and beverages prov ided at  any meet ing of  a polit ical

caucus of  eit her House of  the Legislature; the ident it y  of  t he caucus; t he date

and t otal expendit ure f or f ood and beverages prov ided at  an event  t o w hich all

members of  a legislat ive com m it tee or subcommit t ee of  eit her House of  t he

Legislature ident if ied in t he Rules or Journal of  t he respect ive House are inv it ed

and w hich is at t ended by a majorit y  of  t he members of  t he commit t ee or

subcommit t ee.  A  lobby ist  report ing t he date and t otal expendit ure for f ood and

beverages prov ided at  any of  t he f oregoing events need not  report  t he names

of  indiv iduals w ho part ic ipated, but  must  maintain in his or her records a list  of

all part ic ipants at  an event  t o w hich all members of  a legislat ive commit t ee or

subcommit t ee are inv it ed.

(e) Prohibition against dividing costs among lobbyist principals or other lobbyists.  

For purposes of  report ing t hings of  value as required by t his sect ion, a lobby ist  giv ing

a t hing of  value on behalf  of  more t han one lobby ist  principal shall not  div ide t he cost

of  the t hing of  value by t he number of  part ic ipat ing lobby ist  principals.  Nor may a

lobby ist  div ide t he cost  of  a t hing of  value w ith ot her lobby ist s f or any single

expendit ure.  A  single event  during any calendar year,  disclosed pursuant  t o Paragraph

(7 ) of  Subsect ion (d) of  t his sect ion, is hereby excepted f rom this sect ion.

(f ) Presence of lobbyist – exception for nominal things of value.   A  Except  f or a

single event  during any  calendar year,  disclosed pursuant  t o Paragraph (7 ) of

Subsect ion (d) of  t his sect ion, a lobby ist  w ho gives a t hing of  value t o a state of f icer

or state employee must  be present  w hen t he t hing of  value is accepted by the recipient

unless t he t hing of  value is of  no more than ten dollars ($10 ) in value. 

*      *      *

Submit t ed by
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Commissioner Jo Pet t igrew

Explanation:   This amendment  w ould expand the current  rule t o exempt  f rom the def init ion of

“ any t hing of  value”  not  only  w hen all Legislators are inv it ed, but  also w hen all members of  eit her

house or any of  t he caucuses, commit t ees or subcommit t ees are inv it ed.   Required report ing w ould

include t he cost  of  events, including t hose w hich cost  less t han $10  per person, t he event  w ould have

to t ake place during t he legislat ive day, and such events w ould be lim it ed t o one t ime per year w it hout

report ing other details.   Lobby ist s and lobby ist s principals w ould be lim it ed t o one event  per calendar

year t o w hich all t he members of  t he legislature w ere inv it ed.  Rest rict ions on split t ing cost s among

lobby ist s and/or lobby ist  principals and t he required presence of  a lobby ist  w hen things of  value greater

t han $10  are given are excepted f or such events.

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendment  is t o make such lobbying expendit ures t ransparent .  

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as requested by Dr. Jo Pet t igrew .
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     7                                       

     (Date)

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rules Sect ions 257 :10 -1 -20 (a)(3 )(H) as f ollow s:

257 :10 -1 -20 . Use of campaign contributions and use of surplus funds

(a) Candidate committees.

*      *      *

(3) Use of surplus funds.  The surplus funds may: 

*      *      *

(H) be t ransferred t o the state, county  or congressional dist rict

commit t ee of  a polit ical part y ,  not  t o include an af f iliat ed or connected

ent it y  of  a polit ical part y  or t o an organizat ion af f iliat ed w it h a state,

count y  or congressional dist rict  commit t ee of  a polit ical part y  t hat  is

specif ically  ident if ied in t he rules, by law s or sim ilar prov isions of  t he

state polit ical part y  cent ral commit t ee; prov ided t he aggregate t otal of

surplus f unds t ransf erred t o a state, county  or congressional dist rict

commit t ee of  a polit ical part y ,  or an organizat ion af f iliat ed w ith a state,

county  or congressional dist rict  commit tee of  a polit ical part y , shall not

exceed Five Thousand Dollars ($5 ,000 .00 ) per calendar year;

*      *      *

Submit t ed by

Commissioner Jo Pet t igrew

Explanation:   This amendment  w ould allow  legislators to cont ribute surplus f unds t o t he Young

Republicans or t he Young Democrat s w it hin t heir county  or w it hin the state organizat ion w it h a cap

of  $5 ,000  per calendar year in the aggregate t o all such groups.

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendment  is t o encourage part isan youths.

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as requested by Dr. Jo Pet t igrew .
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     8                                       

     (Date)

M adame Chair:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rules Sect ions 257 :30 -1 -5  as f ollow s:

257:30-1-5. Resolution of investigations other than by complaints

(a) The Commission may resolve any possible violation of this chapter by the following:

(1 ) af ter prior not ice and an opportunit y  to be heard,  issuing a private

reprimand to the Respondent  for an inadvertent  v iolat ion;

(2 ) af ter prior not ice and an opportunit y  t o be heard, issuing a public

reprimand to the Respondent ;

(3 ) elect ing t o enter into a set t lement  agreement .

(b) The Commission may, at  any t ime, enter into a set t lement  agreement  w it h t he

Respondent  t o resolve any complaint  or invest igat ion.  A  set t lement  agreement ,  unless

v iolated, shall be a bar t o any ot her ac t ion by t he Commission on t he v iolat ion or

v iolat ions specif ically  covered by t he set t lement  agreement .

(c) A  set t lement  agreement  may include, but  shall not  be lim it ed t o:

(1 ) a requirement  t hat  t he Respondent  pay a civ il penalt y  in accordance

w ith Sect ion 11  of  Chapter 1  of  t his t it le;

(2 ) a requirement  t hat  t he Respondent ' s conduct  be conformed to t he

requirements of  t his t it le;

(3 ) f orf eit ure of  gif t s,  receipt s or prof it s obtained t hrough a v iolat ion of  t his

t it le;  or

(4 ) a combinat ion of  t he above, as necessary  and appropriate, consistent

w it h t his t it le.

(d) The Commission shall assess late f iling f ees as prescribed by Tit le 74 , Sect ion

4256  of  t he Oklahoma Statutes.  The Execut ive Director of  t he Commission shall post

not ice of  each assessment  f or public v iew  in t he of f ices of  t he Com m ission.  The

Execut ive Director shall not if y  any candidate or commit t ee or other person assessed

such late f iling f ees of  t he assessment  and shall adv ise such candidate or commit tee

of  t he right  to object  t o t he late f iling f ee assessment  by f iling a prot est  w it h t he

Commission w ithin t hirt y  (30 ) days af t er post ing of  t he not ice in the of f ices of  t he

Commission.  If  no protest  is f iled w it hin t hirt y  (30 ) days, the assessment  shall be f inal.  
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(e) If  a protest  is f iled, t he Commission may schedule a hearing on t he protest ,  or

it  may assign t o a Hearing Of f icer appointed by the Commission t he authorit y  t o

conduct  an ev ident iary  hearing on t he protest .   If  t he Commission assigns a Hearing

Of f icer t he authorit y  t o conduct  an ev ident iary  hearing on a prot est ,  t he Hearing

Of f icer’ s authorit y  shall be lim it ed t o making a recommendat ion t o t he Commission. 

A  Hearing Of f icer shall make a recommendat ion reducing t he late f iling f ees only  upon

a determ inat ion (1 ) t hat  t he required regist rat ions or report s w ere not  f iled af t er t he

required date or (2 ) that  the late f iling w as just if ied by compelling ev idence such as

serious illness or injury , inc luding illness or injury  t o an immediate f amily  member,

w hich ev idence shall be stated in t he Hearing Of f icer’ s recommendat ion.  The

Commission alone shall determine t he amount  of  t he late f ee assessment .

*      *      *

Submit t ed by

Commissioner Jo Pet t igrew

Explanation:   This amendment w as tabled at the December 16 , 2011  regular meeting.  It  w ould require

the names of  t hose w it h late f ee assessments t o be public ly  posted in t he of f ice of  t he Commission

follow ing personal not if icat ion.  Protest s could be f iled, and t he Commission could schedule a hearing

or assign a hearing of f icer.  How  much a late f ee could be reduced and under w hat  circumstances

w ould be clarif ied.  The hearing of f icer w ould make recommendat ions t o t he Commission w hich could

eit her be approved or “ pulled”  f or f urt her t est imony or discussion.  Finally ,  a late fee could not  be

reduced unless it  w as just if ied  –  f irst ,  by  ev idence t hat  it  w as not  late or  –  second, by  compelling

evidence such as serious illness or injury  of  t he f iler or t he f iler’ s immediate f amily  member. 

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendment  is t o def ine t he crit eria for low ering t he amount  assessed

for late f ilings.

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as requested by Dr. Jo Pet t igrew .


