
RULES OF THE ETHICS COMMISSION
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS and/or DRAFTS

for the 2010 Legislative Session
[Section 257:1-1-1 et seq., 74 O.S. Supp. 2008, Ch. 62, App.]

for consideration at the April 10, 2009
Regular Meeting of the Ethics Commission1

[incorporated into the Notice/Agenda by reference]

SYNOPSIS OF AMENDMENTS
Amendment Section Subject

1 . 257 :10 -1 -10 (d) [ f ormer Proposed A mendment  #13 ]  A  candidate seems to be

liable f or the conduct  of  a third part y  under t he current

language (a person w ho might  be holding checks f or a t ime). 

The 1 0 -day rule w ould st ill apply ,  w hich should make t he 5 -day

rule more easily  removed.  The current  language is confusing,

also,  in t hat  it  apparent ly  makes a candidate t he same as an

agent  of  his ow n commit t ee.  It  also implies t hat  a deputy

t reasurer must  turn over cont ribut ions just  because t he

t reasurer is not  around.

257 :10 -1 -13 (b)(4 ) If  t he purpose of  f iling campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ure 

&  (c)(1 ).   report s is t o let  vot ers know  the source and amount  of  each

candidate’ s campaign f inances, then this amendment  w ill

cont inue t o let  t hat  be done.  How ever, an unopposed

candidate in t he general elect ion shouldn’ t  need t o f ile report s

prior t o eit her t he primary  or run-of f .   Everyone w ill w ind up on

equal f oot ing at  t he f irst  report  af ter t he general elect ion. 

Thus, t here w ill be report s f iled prior only  t o elect ions at  w hich

a candidat e’ s name w ill appear on t he ballot .   This w ould

elim inate a lot  of  paperw ork and also save t he staf f  t ime in

processing it .

2 . 257 :10 -1 -17 (a) [Former Proposed A mendment  #16 ] w ould make sending

not ices 10  days before a report  or statement  is due by f irst

c lass mail discret ionary  rather t han mandatory

3 .  257 :20 -1 -9 (i) [Former Proposed A mendment  #6 ] w ould create a “ gif t  list ”

[A lt ernat ive 1 ] or “ no gif t s list ”  [A lt ernat ive 2 ] w hereby

legislators can specif y  w hether t hey w ill or w ill not  accept

t hings of  value f rom lobby ist s

Commission procedure is t o receive oral or w rit t en comments on rule amendments at  each
1

regular meet ing t hroughout  t he year,  w it h f ormal public hearings held in November and December. 

A  vote w ill t hen be t aken on proposals at  t he January  2010  Regular M eet ing.
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     1                                       

     (Date)

M r. Chairman:

I agree to sponsor Ethics Commission Rule No. 257 :10 -1 -10 (d) and Rule No. 257 :10 -1 -13 (b)(4 )

and (c)(1 ) as f ollow s:

257 :10 -1 -10 .  Campaign depositories and campaign accounts.

(d) A ll cont ribut ions, other t han in-k ind cont ribut ions, accepted by t he commit t ee,

direct ly  or indirect ly ,  shall be deposit ed in a campaign account  w it hin t en (10 ) days

af t er acceptance.  A ll cont ribut ions received by  a deputy  t reasurer or agent  of  t he

commit t ee, including t he candidate, on behalf  of  a commit t ee shall be prov ided t o t he

t reasurer or, in the t reasurer’ s absence, t he deputy  t reasurer not  later t han f ive (5 )

days af t er receipt .

Section 257 : 10 -1 -13 .  Pre-election reports by all committees.

(b) Pre-election reports by all committees.

*      *      *

(4 ) The f irst  quarterly  report  due af t er a General Elect ion in w hich a

commit t ee supported or opposed candidates on the ballot  shall cover a period

beginning w it h the f irst  day f ollow ing t he end of  the report ing period of  the pre-

elect ion report  f or t he General Elect ion and end w it h t he last  day of  t he quarter.

*      *      *

(c) Exemptions

(1 ) Candidate committees.   A  candidate w hose name w ill not  appear on t he

ballot  at  t he next  elect ion f ollow ing t he pre-elect ion report  dates prov ided by

t his subsect ion shall not  be required t o f ile a pre-elect ion report  f or t hat

elect ion.  The next  report  f iled by t hat  candidate shall include informat ion f or

all t ransact ions beginning w it h t he end of  t he last  report ing period f or w hich

the candidate w as required t o f ile a report  and ending on t he date specif ied f or

t he report  t o be f iled.

*      *      *

Submit t ed by
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Vice Chair Jo Pet t igrew

Explanation and Purpose:  The rat ional f or t his amendment ,  as w rit t en by Commissioner Pet t igrew , is:

257 :10 -1 -10 (d).   A  candidate seems to be liable f or t he conduct  of  a t hird part y  under t he

current  language (a person w ho might  be holding checks f or a t ime).  The 10 -day rule w ould

st ill apply , w hich should make t he 5 -day rule more easily  removed.  The current  language is

confusing, also, in that  it  apparent ly  makes a candidate the same as an agent  of  his ow n

commit t ee.  It  also implies t hat  a deputy  t reasurer must  t urn over cont ribut ions just  because

the t reasurer is not  around.

257 :10 -1 -13 (b)(4 ) and (c)(1 ).   If  t he purpose of  f iling campaign cont ribut ions and expendit ure

report s is t o let  voters know  the source and amount  of  each candidate’ s campaign f inances,

t hen t his amendment  w ill cont inue t o let  t hat  be done.  How ever, an unopposed candidate in

t he general elect ion shouldn’ t  need t o f ile report s prior t o eit her t he primary  or run-of f .  

Everyone w ill w ind up on equal f oot ing at  t he f irst  report  af t er t he general elect ion.  Thus, t here

w ill be report s f iled prior only  t o elect ions at  w hich a candidate’ s name w ill appear on t he

ballot .   This w ould elim inate a lot  of  paperw ork and also save t he staf f  t ime in processing it .

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as originally  requested by V ice Chair Jo Pet t igrew . 

It  w as cont inued by t he Commission on January  30 , 2009 .
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     2                                       

     (Date)

M r. Chairman:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule No. 257 :10 -1 -17 (a) as f ollow s:

257:10-1-17. Committee officers and agents

(a) The Commission shall may send by first class mail a notice of obligation to file and

appropriate paper forms for filing the necessary report or statement no less than ten (10)

days before the first day a report is due for each period for which a committee is required to

file or electronically transmit such statement or report. The Commission shall may notify each

registered committee no less than ten (10) days before each filing date for a monthly or

quarterly report. The Commission shall may send a notice of obligation to file a pre-election

report to a committee if information provided on the statement of organization indicates

probable involvement in a particular election.

*     *     *

Submit t ed by

V ice Chair Jo Pet t igrew

Explanation:  This amendment  w ould make mandatory  pre-not ices of  report s and stat em ent s

discret ionary .

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendment  is t o make sending not ices of  report s and statements 10

days before due dates discret ionary  rather t han mandatory .

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as again requested by V ice Chair Jo Pet t igrew .
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ETHICS COMMISSION
STATE OF OKLAHOM A

DISPOSITION BY COM M ISSION

RULE AMENDMENT                                 

No.     3                                       

     (Date)

M r. Chairman:

I agree t o sponsor Ethics Commission Rule No. 257 :27 -1 -9 (i) as f ollow s:

257 :20 -1 -9 . Restraints on solicitation or acceptance of anything of value—Disclosure

*      *      *

Alternative 1 : (Opt out)

(i) No gifts list.   The Oklahoma Ethics Commission shall create and maintain a “ No

Gif t s List ,”  w hereby legislators w ho do not  w ant  t o receive things of  value f rom

lobby ist s may voluntarily  part ic ipate and be named on t he list .  No legislator w hose

name appears on t his list  can accept  a t hing of  value f rom a registered lobby ist .

Alternative 2 : (Opt in)

(i) Gifts list.   The Oklahoma Ethics Commission shall create and maintain a “ Gif t s

List ,”  w hereby legislators w ho w ant  t o receive t hings of  value f rom lobby ist s may

voluntarily  part ic ipate and be named on t he list .  Only  legislators w hose name appears

on t his list  can accept  a t hing of  value f rom a registered lobby ist .

*      *      *

Submit t ed by

Chairman John Raley

Explanation:  This amendment  w ould create a gif t  or no gif t s list  t o inform lobby ist s w hich legislators

w ill or w ill not  accept  t hings of  value.

Purpose:  The purpose of  t his amendment  w ould be to prevent  legislators w ho do not  w ish t o receive

gif t s f rom lobby ist s f rom hav ing gif t s of f ered and t he need t o reject  or return t hem.

Person requesting amendment:  This amendment  w as originally  requested by Dr. John W ood, Common

Cause Oklahoma.  It  w as cont inued by t he Commission on January  30 , 2009 .


