Youth Peddling Safety Awareness

Protecting Oklahoma youth from the dangers
of door-to-door selling and fundraising.

SAFETY ALERT: Therearesomedoor-to-door companiesin operation recruiting children
asyoung as eight yearsold and taking them to unfamiliar neighbor hoods, distant cities and

even across statelines. These school-aged kids go door-to-door asking residentsto buy their
productsto support fake charitiesand businesses.

Did you know?
* Federal law prohibitschildren under 16 yearsto be
employed in door-to-door sales.

» Many door-to-door companiesare commercia enterprises
which support boguscharities.

» Kidsare attracted to these door-to-door companies be-
causethey believeit offersadventure, extramoney, opportu-
nity for advancement, positive environment, and experience.
» Kids are placed in potential risk when transported by
van to distant cities or across state lines.

» Caseshave been reported where minors engaged in door-
to-door saleshave been sexudly as-
saulted or abused; deserted for not
meeting sales quota; crammed into
vans without seats or seat belts;
maimed, killed, or forced to be ser-
vants, and victimsof, or participants
in, criminal activity.

 Approximately 50,000 childrenare
working as youth peddlers on any
givenday of theyear invery danger-
ousconditions.

If you are approached at your door by a
youth peddler, haveaparent or guardian:

* Get name and age of the young person.

* Get thegroup’sname and address.

* Get the name and phone number of the young person’s
SUPENVISOr.

» Ask wheretheyoung person’ssupervisor is.

» Ask what the money supports.

» Ask which schoolshaveworked with the campaign.

» Asktoseethesdller’spermit.

» Ask how much the young person personally makes for
eachsde.
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Safety Precautionsfor Kids

» Determinewhether you aredealing with alegitimate door-
to-door company.

» Check withlocal policeto seeif the door-to-door com-
pany hasalicenseor permit to operate.

» Make sure your parents have the employer’s name, ad-
dress, phone number, schedule, and thelocation where you
work.

» Make sure you are paired with other kids rather than
working alone.

» Makesurethereisadult supervisionat al times.

» Donot travel further than 10 miles
away fromhome.

» Haveanemergency planinplacein
the event that you are dropped off on
a street corner, taken across state
lines, or asked to do somethingille-
od.

* Do not ever enter a stranger’s
home.

» Besurethat you know your rights
under thelaw.

Other Considerations
 Congder door-to-door company suspiciousif not heard of
before.

» Saveany literaturegiventoyou.

» Do not buy itemsif thereis not an adult present.

» Have your parent or guardian report the door-to-door
activity to the local police department and provide the
name of the company, what is being sold, approximate
age of the child and location where the sales activitv was

|ast seen.
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