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OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF NARCOTICS

AND DANGEROUS DRUGS CONTROL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 15, 2010
 CONTACT:   OBNDD SPOKESMAN MARK WOODWARD,   (405) 521-2885 OR (800) 522-8031 


STATEWIDE PRESCRIPTION TAKE-BACK PROGRAM SLATED
The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics is sponsoring an opportunity for the public to safely dispose of expired prescription medication.  OBN Spokesman Mark Woodward says prescription drug drop-off locations will be available at sites across the state on Thursday, April 15th, 2010 from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Woodward says the statewide take-back program is part of “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week” in Oklahoma April 12-16th.  Woodward says properly disposing of expired medication is critical.
“Prescription drug abuse is a growing epidemic in Oklahoma.  It’s unnecessary and unsafe to leave outdated drugs in the house.  Old, expired medications left in the home can be targeted by users.  Teenagers also target their parent’s current or expired prescription drugs to abuse, trade or sell in order to obtain alcohol, marijuana or other drugs.”

                                                     ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman  
Woodward says similar prescription drug take-back programs have been very successful.

“We’ve held similar events in the past.  When people sort through their medicine cabinets they are often amazed by the amount of old, expired drugs they have in the house.  Some are just a few years out of date, but we’ve also received pills dating back to the 1930’s.”
                                                       ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

“All citizens have the opportunity to get involved in the statewide prescription take-back program and by doing so will make their homes safer.   It’s a simple concept but we will reap tremendous dividends by all Oklahoman’s participation and properly dispose of unwanted prescription drugs.  As the Chief Drug Enforcement officer of our state I encourage all of Oklahoma to be involved in this endeavor”.  
                                                                     ---Darrell Weaver, OBN Director 
Woodward says the drug take-back program is for tablets and capsules only.  Liquids or syringes should not be brought to the drop-off locations.  A complete list of sites can be found on the OBN web site at http://www.ok.gov/obndd/Take_Back/index.html
Several sheriff’s departments, police departments and District Attorney’s offices from across the state are assisting with this event by providing locations and personnel.  The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and The Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services will also have representatives at several of the drop-off locations providing drug education and treatment information.  “Prescription Drug Abuse Awareness Week” is co-sponsored by the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, the Oklahoma Chapter of the National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators, the Cherokee Nation, and King Pharmaceuticals
* Members of the press are welcomed and encouraged to stop by one of the listed locations in their area between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on April 15th.  OBN Director Darrell Weaver, along with the OBN Command Post will be at the drop off location at the Oklahoma County Jail.  The media is invited to stop by and interview Director Weaver, Oklahoma County Sheriff John Whetsel, and view the take-back program first-hand from this location.    OBN will also be available for interviews at the Riverside Drive location in Tulsa).
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