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NARCOTICS BUREAU EDUCATES THOUSANDS DURING RED RIBBON WEEK EVENTS

A critical mission of the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs Control (OBNDD) is demand-reduction. Each year, numerous OBNDD employees fan out across the state providing free drug education programs for schools, staff, parents, law enforcement, and the general public.  Annually, the last week of October is set aside by schools for the observance of Red Ribbon Week, a national drug awareness campaign dating back to 1985.  During Red Ribbon Week, OBNDD typically sees a marked increase in the number of programs requested.  And the 2008 Red Ribbon Week observance was no different.  From October 20 – 31st, OBNDD employees provided more than 30 programs, reaching approximately 3,000 Oklahoma students and staff, as well as several programs open to the general public in every quadrant of the state.  Mark Woodward, Spokesman for the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics says the agency’s COPNET program has helped increase the number programs OBNDD provides to schools.
“COPNET is a grant-funded program allowing us to hire as many as 20 part-time instructors to provide drug education assemblies for schools.   Oklahoma schools rely heavily on OBNDD to provide these free programs.  Without them, many students would never receive basic drug education.”

Woodward says additional, paid COPNET instructor positions are available.  For more information about COPNET employment, contact the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics at 800-522-8031. 
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