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NARCOTICS BUREAU TASKED WITH METH LAB DISPOSAL COSTS

Due to recent cuts in federal funding, the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN) is now paying the costs associated with meth lab seizures in Oklahoma.  OBN Spokesman Mark Woodward says the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) recently notified officials in Oklahoma that federal funds for meth lab chemical disposal had been eliminated.  

“This is concerning.  The costs associated with meth lab chemical disposal can range from several hundred to several thousand dollars per lab.  And over the past three years, meth labs have skyrocketed in our state.”

Woodward says meth lab seizures dropped significantly between 2004 and 2008 when Oklahoma placed meth’s key ingredient, Pseudoephedrine, in pharmacies.  However, Woodward says a new recipe which uses smaller quantities of Pseudoephedrine is allowing meth cooks to get around existing state law.  As a result, OBN says meth lab seizures have climbed from 148 in 2007 to as high as 818 in 2010.  OBN Director R. Darrell Weaver calls it unacceptable.
“Clandestine methamphetamine manufacturing in Oklahoma is rising at a startling rate.  From 2007 to 2010, we have seen a 453-percent increase in illicit labs. There is a tremendous amount of waste and cleanup associated with them.  Recently, the DEA has lost their cleanup monies which thrust Oklahoma law enforcement in peril. We at the OBN are fortunate to be able to pick up this project and will provide funding to dispose of these hazardous materials in a safe manner. I have great reason to be optimistic in the long run. There is a bill currently in the Oklahoma legislature that mirrors a 2006 Oregon law which all but eliminated meth labs in their state.  Hopefully this bill will be put into law and we will be rid of this horrible problem forever.”

OBN estimates it will take between $600,000 and $800,000 annually to make up for the lost federal dollars previously set aside for Oklahoma meth lab chemical disposal.  
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