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STATE DRUG AGENCY WORKING TO CURB OVERDOSE DEATHS
Prescription drug abuse is killing more Oklahomans than any other drug category.  And the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics (OBN) is aggressively working to curb this destructive trend.  This week, the Centers for Disease Control released a report showing prescription drug deaths in the United States have tripled over the past decade.  The report also stated Oklahoma has the nation’s highest prescription drug abuse rate.  OBN Spokesman Mark Woodward says prescription drug deaths in Oklahoma continue to climb at an alarming rate. 

“Oklahoma has witnessed a 108% increase in drug deaths over the past 10 years, from 344 deaths in 2001 to a record 715 deaths in 2011.  And of those 715 deaths, 81% involved at least 1 prescription drug.”

                                                   ---Mark Woodward, OBN Spokesman

Woodward says his agency is working aggressively to curb this trend.  He says agency investigators are targeting so-called “Doctor Shoppers”; addicts going to multiple doctors to fraudulently obtain prescription drugs to feed an addiction.  Woodward says OBN is working closely with medical professionals, urging them to use OBN’s Prescription Monitoring Program on patients to see if they are frequently visiting multiple doctors to get prescription medication.   OBN Director Darrell Weaver says prescription drug abuse is a “silent cancer” in Oklahoma. 
“We have shouted from the roof tops for several years concerning this prescription drug issue which has lurked in the shadows of our state.  This addiction is covertly sneaking up on many Oklahomans and is no respecter of persons.  We must get serious about a comprehensive attack from a supply and demand model or the results of this crisis will be devastating to our families and communities.  The ostrich’s head in the sand approach will not be successful and we must take action.”

                                                          ---Darrell Weaver, OBN Director 
Woodward says all Oklahomans can do their part by removing expired or unneeded medications from their home that are often targeted by addicts.  OBN has over 100 Drug Disposal Containers in law enforcement lobbies all across the state for the safe disposal of prescription and over-the-counter medications.  To find a location near you, visit the OBN web site “Safe Trip For Scripts” program at www.ok.gov/obndd  or call 1-800-522-8031.  
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