BEFORE THE OKLLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF THE AMENDMENT TO THE DECLARATORY RULING
ISSUED NOVEMBER 9TH, 2004, AS TO THE APPLICABILITY OF THE
OKLAHOMA NURSING PRACTICE ACT, 59 O.S. §§567.1 ET. SEQ.,
SPECIFICALLY, §567.3a 3. AND OAC §485:10-11-1, OF THE RULES
PROMULGATED BY THE OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING AS TO
WHETHER IT IS WITHIN THE CURRENT SCOPE OF PRACTICE OF THE
REGISTERED NURSE TO EXPRESS AN OPINION ABOUT THE PRESENCE
OR ABSENCE OF SEXUAL ABUSE IN A CHILD; AND WHETHER IT IS
WITHIN THE CURRENT SCOPE OF PRACTICE OF THE REGISTERED
NURSE TO REPORT OPINIONS AND FINDINGS AS “CONSISTENT WITH”
SEXUAL ABUSE OR A NORMAL EXAM.

AMENDED DECLARATORY RULING

The Petition of L. Louise Drake, M.H.R., R.N., requesting an amendment to a
Declaratory Ruling as to the applicability of the Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act, 59 O.S.
§§567.1 et. seq., specifically, §567.3a 3. and OAC §485:10-11-1, of the Rules promulgated by
the Oklahoma Board of Nursing (“Board”) as to whether or not it is within the current scope of
practice of the registered nurse to express an opinion about the presence or absence of sexual
abuse in a child; and whether or not it is within the current scope of practice of the registered
nurse to report opinions and findings as “consistent with” sexual abuse or a normal exam, comes
on for hearing this 25th day of March, 2008, all members of the Board being present, except Roy
Watson, Ph.D., Public Member, who was absent. The Board is represented by Debbie
McKinney, Attorney at Law, and Petitioner appears in person, without counsel.

After considering all information relevant to the Petition including testimony of witnesses

and argument of counsel, the Board finds:






