
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   IIINNNJJJUUURRRYYYFFFRRREEEEEE   Oklahoma 
2010-2015 
Strategic Plan for Injury and Violence Prevention 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Injury Prevention Service 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 



Inside cover 
 
 
 



i 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   IIINNNJJJUUURRRYYYFFFRRREEEEEE   Oklahoma 
2010-2015 
Strategic Plan for Injury and Violence Prevention 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pam Archer, M.P.H. 
Chief 

 
 

Emily Samuel, M.P.H. 
Special Projects Coordinator 

 
 
 
 

October 2009 
 
 

Injury Prevention Service 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 

1000 N.E. 10th Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117-1299 

Phone: (405) 271-3430 or 1-800-522-0204 (in Oklahoma) 
Fax: (405) 271-2799 

http://ips.health.ok.gov 
  



ii 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This publication is issued by the Oklahoma State Department of Health, as authorized by Terry Cline, 
Ph.D., Commissioner of Health. One hundred (100) copies have been prepared by DocuTech at an 
approximate cost of $215.00. Copies have been deposited with the Publications Clearinghouse of the 
Oklahoma Department of Libraries. 
 
Injury Free Oklahoma 2010-2015 is supported by cooperative agreement #U17/CCU624802 from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does 
not necessarily represent the official views of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 



iii 

Table of Contents 
 
Acknowledgements....................................................................................................................................... v 

Foreword ..................................................................................................................................................... vi 

Residential Fires 
Background ............................................................................................................................................ 1 
Progress ................................................................................................................................................. 2 
Goals/Objectives .................................................................................................................................... 3 
Action Plan ............................................................................................................................................. 4 
References ............................................................................................................................................. 5 

Traffic-Related Injuries 
Background ............................................................................................................................................ 6 
Progress ................................................................................................................................................. 7 
Goals/Objectives .................................................................................................................................. 10 
Action Plan ........................................................................................................................................... 11 
References ........................................................................................................................................... 12 

Occupational Injuries 
Background .......................................................................................................................................... 13 
Progress ............................................................................................................................................... 14 
Goals/Objectives .................................................................................................................................. 15 
Action Plan ........................................................................................................................................... 15 
References ........................................................................................................................................... 17 

Unintentional Poisonings 
Background .......................................................................................................................................... 18 
Progress ............................................................................................................................................... 19 
Goals/Objectives .................................................................................................................................. 21 
Action Plan ........................................................................................................................................... 21 
References ........................................................................................................................................... 22 

Violence 
Background .......................................................................................................................................... 23 
Progress ............................................................................................................................................... 26 
Goals/Objectives .................................................................................................................................. 29 
Action Plan ........................................................................................................................................... 30 
References ........................................................................................................................................... 32 

Unintentional Falls 
Background .......................................................................................................................................... 33 
Progress ............................................................................................................................................... 33 
Goals/Objectives .................................................................................................................................. 34 
Action Plan ........................................................................................................................................... 35 
References ........................................................................................................................................... 36 



iv 

Public Health Preparedness and Response 
Background .......................................................................................................................................... 37 
Progress ............................................................................................................................................... 41 
Goals/Objectives .................................................................................................................................. 42 
Action Plan ........................................................................................................................................... 42 
References ........................................................................................................................................... 44 

Policy and Legislation 
Background .......................................................................................................................................... 45 
Goals/Objectives .................................................................................................................................. 49 
Action Plan ........................................................................................................................................... 50 
References ........................................................................................................................................... 51 



v 

Acknowledgements 
 
The Injury Prevention Service would like to thank all those whose interest and expertise made this publication 
possible. 
 
Mark Brandenburg, M.D. 
Oklahoma Injury Prevention Advisory 
Committee Chair 
 
Roxie Albrecht, M.D. 
University of Oklahoma 
Medical Center 
 
Cherokee Ballard 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
 
Cyndi Basch, R.N. 
University of Oklahoma 
Medical Center 
 
David A. Bates, B.S. 
U.S. Department of Labor 
 
J. Kevin Behrens 
Oklahoma Highway Safety Office 
 
Anne Bliss, M.P.H. 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health 
 
Christy Cornforth 
Safe Kids Oklahoma 
 
James Cox 
Oklahoma Association of Chiefs 
of Police 
 
Jim T. Criswell, Ph.D. 
Department of Entomology and Plant 
Pathology 
 
Harold Cully 
Indian Health Service 
 
Michael Echelle, M.P.H. 
Pittsburg County Health Department 
 
Martha Ferretti, M.P.H., P.T. 
University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center 

Laura Gamino, M.P.H., R.N. 
University of Oklahoma 
Medical Center 
 
Tabitha Garwe, M.P.H. 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health 
 
Patrice Greenwalt, M.S., R.N. 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health 
 
Alan S. Grubb, Ph.D. 
Cleveland County Board of Health 
 
Jeff Hamilton, M.Div. 
Interfaith Alliance Foundation 
of Oklahoma 
 
Andrea Hamor Edmondson 
Oklahoma Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence & Sexual Assault 
 
Jessica Hawkins 
Oklahoma Dept of Mental Health & 
Substance Abuse Services 
 
Tina Johnson, M.P.H., R.N. 
Pottawatomie County Health 
Department 
 
Diana Jones 
Oklahoma Department of Labor 
 
Gayle Jones, B.A. 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Education 
 
Fahad Khan, M.P.H. 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health 
 
Renae Kirkhart 
University of Oklahoma 
Medical Center 

Dave Koeneke 
Oklahoma Safety Council 
 
Chief Jerry Lojka 
Midwest City Fire Department 
 
Lee McGoodwin, Pharm.D. 
Oklahoma Poison Control Center 
 
Margaret Phillips, Ph.D., CIH 
Department of Occupational and 
Environmental Health 
 
Stacey Puckett 
Oklahoma Association of Chiefs 
of Police 
 
Teresa Ryan, B.S.N., M.L.S. 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health 
 
Marcia Smith 
Oklahoma Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence & Sexual Assault 
 
Mendy Spohn, M.P.H. 
Carter County Health Department 
 
Scott Sproat, M.S., FACHE 
Oklahoma State Department 
of Health 
 
David C. Teague, M.D. 
University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center 
 
Captain Chris West 
Dept of Public Safety 
 
John Wilguess 
Safe Kids Oklahoma 
 
Inas Yacoub, M.D., M.P.H. 
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 



 

vi 

Foreword 
 

The Oklahoma State Department of Health, Injury Prevention Service (IPS) was created in 
1987 with a grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Since that time, 
the IPS has used surveillance data to identify risk factors and to develop, implement, and 
evaluate prevention programs in Oklahoma communities.  
 
Oklahoma’s injury fatality rates due to motor vehicle crashes, drowning, fire/burns, suicide 
and homicide are higher than the national average. Unintentional injuries are the leading 
cause of death among Oklahoma children and adults 1 to 44 years of age. Approximately 
2,800 Oklahomans die every year from an injury, including nearly 2,000 unintentional 
injury-related deaths. Injuries account for more premature deaths before 65 years of age 
than cancer, heart disease, stroke, and diabetes combined. For every injury death in 
Oklahoma there were nearly nine hospitalizations. For every nine dollars of inpatient 
healthcare charges, one dollar was for injuries. 
 
The IPS has partnered with several agencies and community organizations statewide to 
strengthen efforts to reduce injuries and injury deaths among Oklahomans. Educational 
materials, such as data reports and fact sheets, multiple distribution programs, and various 
studies and publications have helped Oklahoma move forward in reaching this goal. For 
example, statewide traffic safety programs have increased seat belt use from 68% in 2001 
to 84% in 2009, and child safety seat use has increased from 66% in 2001 to 86% in 2009. 
Since 2001, over 27,000 child safety seats have been distributed through county health 
departments across Oklahoma. In an effort to reduce fire-related injury and death, 
approximately 30,000 smoke alarms have been distributed in high-risk rural communities 
through the IPS smoke alarm program since 2001. 
 
Many of the injuries affecting our state are preventable. It is the collaboration among 
community coalitions, health departments, health care professionals, first responders, 
community leaders, and community members that continues to strengthen and expand 
injury prevention and safety promotion efforts in the state of Oklahoma. 
 
This document serves as compendium to Injury-Free Oklahoma published in 2004. Injury-
Free Oklahoma 2010-2015 contains new chapters on public health preparedness and 
policy, updated goals, objectives, and strategies to serve as an additional resource to 
continue prevention efforts toward an injury-free Oklahoma. 

 


