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Update: Revised Laboratory Testing Criteria for Novel HLIN1 Influenza A

As novel swine-origin influenza A(H1N1) activity becomes widespread, the
Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) Public Health Laboratory (PHL) is
modifying their criteria for receipt of respiratory specimens for influenza testing.
These changes are an update to the guidance published on May 18, 2009 and
reflect a transition to PHL testing to support surveillance and epidemiologic
response activities. Clinicians wishing to seek influenza subtyping by polymerase
chain reaction (PCR) testing of patient specimens not meeting the revised criteria
are encouraged to access this testing through a commercial reference laboratory.
Please see the included letter for detailed information on the revised criteria.

Please contact the OSDH, Acute Disease Service, Epidemiologist-on-call at (405)
271-4060 with any questions regarding the revised laboratory testing criteria.
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Categories of Health Alert messages:

Health Alert highest level of notification that the Oklahoma State Department of Health will send out. This
usually refers to an immediate threat to the OSDH community and requires immediate action.

Health Advisory advises medical providers of a condition in the area. These are usually not medical emergencies.
These may not require immediate action.

Health Update provides updates on previous alerts or advisories. These are unlikely to require immediate
action.

## This advisory has been distributed to Primary Care Physicians, OB/GYNSs, Infectious
Disease Physicians, Laboratories, Infection Preventionists, Emergency Rooms, and State and
Local Health Officials ##

You have received this message based upon the information contained within our emergency notification database. If you have a
different or additional e-mail or fax address that you would like us to use please contact the OSDH Acute Disease Service at
(405) 271-4060.







