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T ividuals infected with syphilis were identified 
t e Washington County Health Department in 
B e within one week in August 2006. In the last 
f  only one case of syphilis was reported in 
W on County; therefore, three cases within one 
w  cause for alarm.  
 
O  State Department of Health Disease 
I n Specialists (DIS) were assigned to 
B e on a rotating basis to investigate anyone 
w t have been exposed to this disease. The 
c alth department staff distributed fliers to 
t reas encouraging people to be tested.   
D  investigation, over 70 people were 
i d and 21 individuals tested positive for 
s s of October, 2006, there were no new cases 
r n Washington County. 
 
I  crystal meth may be playing a significant role 
i smission of STDs in rural communities, 
i the recent outbreak in Washington County. 
T ase in syphilis cases among heterosexuals 
c s what is happening nationally and might 
s  important shift in the populations at risk for 
s  Oklahoma.   

 
 

Syphilis Outbreak in Washington County 

Nationally, increases in syphilis seem to be 
occurring among males who have sex with males, 
many of whom may be co-infected with HIV.  
 
Syphilis is a sexually transmitted disease affecting 
approximately 32,000 Americans annually.  It 
traditionally affects heterosexual men and women, 
especially from minority groups, but in the past five 
years that population has changed to men who have 
sex with men (MSM).  The disease spreads from 
person to person through direct contact with an 
ulcer-like lesion called a chancre that typically 
occurs on the external genitals, vagina, anus, or 
rectum but can also occur on the lips and in the 
mouth.  Syphilis infection is also an additional risk 
factor for exposure to HIV.   
 
This syphilis outbreak response demonstrates how a 
public health team approach can have significant 
impact on reduction of disease transmission.  
Dedicated HIV/STD Service staff continue to work 
diligently to improve the health of our citizens. 
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A collaboration com nity Planning Group (OCPG) and 
the Oklahoma HIV T mittee that has been working to 
join these two group sing the new name for the 
combined planning e called the Oklahoma HIV 
Planning Council (O
 
The OHPC will cons ons living with HIV.  The 
rem enty m of HIV Treatment and Care, and 
ten membe ry members.  Members may 
inclu sentat ts, or HIV/STD Service 
emp  Consid ea of residence and/or 
emp , HIV st HPC will be representative of 
the nd proj pplications for the council were 
distr  Novem f the OHPC.   
New tions an  November. 
For ion abo 05-271-4636 or 
Sall lth.ok.g
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CCCOOOMMMMMMUUUNNNIIITTTYYY  PPPLLLAAANNNNNNIIINNNGGG
OCPG  AND OHTCC JOIN FORCES 

mittee has been working to combine the Oklahoma HIV Prevention Commu
reatment and Care Consortia (OHTCC).  In October the Collaboration Com
s together met and worked on group policy and procedures as well as choo

body.  The new group which will hold the first meeting in January, 2007 will b
HPC).  

ist of twenty-five voting members with a minimum of five persons being pers
embers shall be five representatives of HIV Prevention, five representatives 
rs.  The HIV/STD Service Chief may appoint other non-voting OHPC adviso
ives from other state government/community agencies, subject matter exper
erations for membership include:  race/ethnicity, gender, age, geographic ar
atus, HIV risk status, occupation/area of expertise.  The composition of the O
ected HIV epidemic in Oklahoma. OHPC members serve a one-year term. A
ber with a special committee assigned to select members for the first term o
d those wishing to re-apply for membership will submit applications yearly in

ut the Oklahoma HIV Planning Council, please contact Sally Bouse-Pittser. 4
ov 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day  http://www.blackaidsday.org/

The Black Church Week of Prayer http://www.balmingilead.org/programs/we

National Native American HIV/AIDS Awareness Day  http://www.nnaapc.org
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http://www.blackaidsday.org/
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 University, Center for Health Sciences, College of Osteopathic Medicine - (OSU-COM) Health 
lsa  (918) 382-5058 

ea codes: 

klahoma Health Sciences Center College of Medicine, Infectious Disease Institute, Oklahoma 
6431 

tment of Human Services) has AIDS Care Coordinators who help people with HIV/AIDS: 
eastern part of the state: 
6 or TTY (918) 581-2146 

, north central, and northwest Oklahoma: 
2 or TTY (405) 271-5816 

ent, applications for medications, and other services are available through Ryan White Title II and 
. 

 
.S. - (918) 834-4194 or 1-800-474-4872 

ea codes:  
klahoma City  (405) 232-2437 or 1-800-285 CARE (2273) 
AWTON (580) 353-7900
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NNNEEEWWWSSS  AAATTT  AAA  GGGLLLAAANNNCCCEEE    

SAMHSA Announces Availability of a New Brochure: Drugs, Alcohol and HIV/AIDS: A Consumer 
Guide 
 
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's (SAMHSA's) Center for Substance 
Abuse Treatment recently released English- and Spanish-language versions of a new brochure,” Drugs, 
Alcohol and HIV/AIDS: A Consumer Guide”. The brochure is for substance abuse treatment program 
clients who may be involved in risky behaviors associated with HIV/AIDS. The information in the brochure 
is based on Treatment Improvement Protocol 37, Substance Abuse Treatment for Persons With HIV/AIDS. 
The brochure answers questions such as: 
 

• What do drugs and alcohol have to do with HIV? 
• What if I already have HIV? 
• What if I can't stop using drugs or alcohol? 
• What if I can't handle all of this alone? 

 
Helpful phone numbers and Web links are listed on the back cover of the brochure, along with a reference 
to SAMHSA's Treatment Facility Locator www.findtreatment.samhsa.gov 
 
To order FREE copies of Drugs, Alcohol and HIV/AIDS and Drogas, Alcohol y el VIH/SIDA, contact 
SAMHSA's National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug Information (NCADI). Ask for publication order 
number PHD1126 (English) or PHD1134 (Spanish). 
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HIV/AIDS Advocates Interested in HIV Rec
Honors 
The Champions of Health awards ceremony 
place on October 30, 2006, at the National C
and Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma 
Nicole Nascenzi, a reporter for the Tulsa Wo
the Health and Medical Media Champion awa
Nascenzi chronicled the life of an AIDS surviv
shared stories of others fighting this challeng
Nascenzi spent more then six months docum
the life of a long-term AIDS survivor. The seri
captured the challenges of AIDS, as well as t
strength of survivors and compassion of advo
and care providers. She also raised money fo
Tulsa AIDS Walk in 2005. 
The African American Faith Community fo
Prevention -- Oklahoma City (AAFCAP) won
Minority Health Champion award.  AAFCAP i
coalition of 15 faith leaders and congregation
together to increase awareness of HIV and A
Black community.  The organization has deve
and implemented effective educational progra
over five years, formed a national training ma
annual training program for pastors and faith 
across the country, as well as an informationa
site, www.aafcap.org    
 

 Health awards program was started in 
izations: Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
ma State Department of Health, 
l Association, Oklahoma Osteopathic 
lahoma State Medical Association. 

S Hotline Replaced by CDC-INFO 

isease Control and Prevention's 
S Hotline (800) 342-2437 is now part of 
 the new one source for public health 
SSS  AAATTT  AAA  GGGLLLAAANNNCCCEEE
(continued) 
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National HIV/AID
 
The Centers for D
National HIV/AID
(800) CDC-INFO,
 the 
s a 
s working 
IDS in the
loped 
ms for 
nual and 
leaders 
l web 

information from CDC. Calls to the CDC HIV/AIDS hotline 
number are automatically being forwarded to CDC-INFO 
until Dec. 31. This new service provides English, 
Spanish, and TTY service - (888) 323-6348, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

 5

http://www.aafcap.org/


 

                
   
             

                
   
             

HIV/STD   NEWS
VOLUME ONE   ISSUE TWO

On Novem
people reg
 
Keynote to

• Sy
• At 
• A S

 
Workshop 

• An
De

 
• Ho

Ok
 

• Me
 

• Lin
 

• He
Sta

 
• Liv

Mic
 

• ST
Tre

 
• Ho

 

*The Meth
that afterno
 
The confer
Human Se
 

 6

HHHIIIVVV///SSSTTTDDD CCCOOONNNFFFEEERRREEENNNCCCEEE HHHUUUGGGEEE SSSUUUCCCCCCEEESSSSSS
                                                                

ber 29, 2006, the Oklahoma HIV/STD conference was held at the Cox Convention Center in Oklahoma City.  Approximately 300 
istered to attend this event.  The conference proved to be highly successful, thanks to the efforts of its statewide volunteer committee.

pics and speakers for the conference included the following:  
philis and HIV Co-Infection, Dr. Bruce Furness, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Washington, DC  
the Crossroads: New Realities, New Directions, Kandy Ferree, CEO, National AIDS Fund of Washington, DC  
harpened Perspective on Improving Access to Testing and Treatment for African Americans, Rodney Goodie, Houston, TX  

topics included: 
 ad campaign focusing on syphilis and men having sex with men (MSM) population presented by Melissa VanDyne and Lesha 
nnis, Missouri Dept. of Health and Senior Services  

w to Navigate the System included a panel of long-term HIV survivors and those living with co-infection.  Rachel Morse with the 
lahoma Department of Human Services facilitated the panel.  

thamphetamine Abuse presented by Agent Allen Lane, II, Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics* 

king African American Women In Care presented by Rodney Goodie, Saint Hope Clinics, Houston, TX  

patitis B And Co-Infection With Hepatitis C And/Or HIV co-presented by Jan Fox, MPH, RN, and Debbie Purton, RN, Oklahoma 
te Department of Health, HIV/STD Service 

ing with HIV and/or Co-Infections Including TB, Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C.  Panel members were Linda Machado, MD; 
helle Salvaggio, MD and Staci Lockhart, PharmD, OU Health Sciences Center 

D/HIV Education for Youth presented by Jana Knol, MEd, OU Health Sciences Center, Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Resources and 
atment Services 

mophobia and Stigma presented by Tommy Chesbro, MHR, Planned Parenthood of Arkansas and Eastern Oklahoma, Inc. 

amphetamine Abuse workshop in the morning was standing room only so Agent Lane graciously agreed to repeat the presentation 
on.  

ence was co-sponsored by the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH) HIV/STD Service and the Oklahoma Department of 
rvices in coordination with the Public Health Institute of Oklahoma.  
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Look tics Information about 
Oklah cs f HIV/AIDS/STDs is available 
from Serv  on a quarterly basis. Go to 
http:// tate .us/program/hivstd/epi/Stats.
htm
 
Free ive overage of events on 
vario  suc s Medicare, Medicaid, 
presc  hea  information technology, 
HIV/A  hea  and more are available from 
Kaise Hea Cast. Go to 
http:// etwo .org/ and fill out the 
subsc o ac ss free Kaiser Daily Report 
news eb ts and published resources.
 
For in bou IV/AIDS go to the Centers 
for Di l an revention at 
http:// /hiv
 
For information about STDs go to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention at 
http://www.cdc.gov/std/   

Exc aining is on the 
hori raining department is 
in th ine courses for HIV 
and k out for the new 
and oon!  

The ill be closed 
Dec ry 15 and February 
19 f    
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HIV/STD News is a quarterly Enewsletter published by the HIV/STD Service, Oklahoma uthorized by James M. 
Crutcher MD, MPH, Commissioner of Health and State Health Officer. 
HIV/STD Service Chief          Michael Harmon, MA   
Director, Division of Surveillance and Care Delivery      Kay Holladay, MPH       
Director, Division of Prevention and Intervention       Chang K. Lee (CDC)    
Editor/Public Information and Awareness       Pat Kelly, MEd 
Copyright 2006, Oklahoma State Department of Health, HIV/STD Service, 1000 NE 10t ne (405) 271-4636; FAX (405) 
271-5149. Contents may be copied if OSDH is credited. 25 copies were deposited with  the Oklahoma Department of 
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OOORRRNNNEEERRR 
iting new HIV/AIDS/STD tr
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OOPS! 
the last edition of the Enews
dress for the IDI clinic was li

e correct address is: 
ectious Disease Institute 
llege of Medicine, OUHSC 
esbyterian Professional Buil
1 Stanton L. Young Blvd. 
ite 430 
lahoma City, OK 73104   
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