










 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

     

Table 1T.  Incidence of Terrestrial Animals Rabies by County, 1995-2004 
 

County 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 Total % Rank
Adair   1     1 1  3 0.33 26 
Alfalfa 1  1    1  3 1 7 0.77 22 
Atoka   2 7 12 2 1 2 5  31 3.41 5 

Beaver          2 2 0.22 27 
Beckham         16 6 22 2.42 11 

Blaine       1 1 3 2 7 0.77 22 
Bryan 2 1 5  1   1 7 2 19 2.09 14 
Caddo 1  1  1  2  1 1 7 0.77 22 

Canadian 9   4  1 1 2 3 7 27 2.97 8 
Carter 1 6 6 3 6 1 2 2 3 2 32 3.52 4 

Cherokee           0 0.00  
Choctaw   7 2 2 3  4 4  22 2.42 11 
Cimarron           0 0.00  
Cleveland     5 2 1 3 5 5 21 2.31 12 

Coal   1  2    1  4 0.44 25 
Comanche     1    1  2 0.22 27 

Cotton     1 1    1 3 0.33 26 
Craig         1 2 3 0.33 26 
Creek   2 5 2  1  1 1 12 1.32 18 
Custer     2 1 1  3  7 0.77 22 

Delaware 1 1 2 3     1 1 9 0.99 20 
Dewey         2 1 3 0.33 26 
Ellis         3 6 9 0.99 20 

Garfield 1      2 10 8 7 28 3.08 7 
Garvin  5 13 2 1 1   1 7 30 3.30 6 
Grady 1 2 2 2 1 4 3 1 2 2 20 2.20 13 
Grant      1  3 1  5 0.55 24 
Greer      1 1 1 1  4 0.44 25 

Harmon       1  1 2 4 0.44 25 
Harper         1  1 0.11 28 
Haskell   4 6  2 2 1 1  16 1.76 15 
Hughes   1 2 1 2 1 1 2  10 1.10 19 
Jackson      1  3 1 2 7 0.77 22 
Jefferson 2  3 1 1      7 0.77 22 
Johnston 1 1 6 4 3   6 4 1 26 2.86 9 

Kay   2 1   1 1   5 0.55 24 
Kingfisher 1 1 1 1 1 2  4  1 12 1.32 18 

Kiowa         1  1 0.11 28 
Latimer     1  1 1  1 4 0.44 25 
LeFlore 1 1 4 2 3  2 9 2 1 25 2.75 10 



 
 
 
 
 

     

Table 1T.  Incidence of Terrestrial Animals Rabies by County, 1995-2004 
 

County 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 Total % Rank
Lincoln  1 5 9  3  5 7 1 31 3.41 5 
Logan  1 3 1 3 2 4 8 3  25 2.75 10 
Love   1 1 1 3  2 1  9 0.99 20 

McClain  1 3 3 2 1 3 2 1  16 1.76 15 
McCurtain     1 4  2 1 1 9 0.99 20 
McIntosh     1     1 2 0.22 27 

Major    1    1 9 2 13 1.43 17 
Marshall   3 1   1  1 1 7 0.77 22 
Mayes          1 1 0.11 28 
Murray 1 3 3 1 3 1   2 1 15 1.65 16 

Muskogee           0 0.00  
Noble   1  1  1 2  1 6 0.66 23 

Nowata 2   2     1 1 6 0.66 23 
Okfuskee   1 1 1   1 1 3 8 0.88 21 
Oklahoma  1 4 4 2 2 5 7 7 7 39 4.29 3 
Okmulgee    1 2 1   1  5 0.55 24 

Osage    1  1  1 3 1 7 0.77 22 
Ottawa           0 0.00  
Pawnee           0 0.00  
Payne  4 9 6 2 2 3 2 8 3 39 4.29 3 

Pittsburg   1 4 3 1 6 3 9 1 28 3.08 7 
Pontotoc  3 6 6 4 4 4 3 10 1 41 4.51 2 
Pottawat.   1 9 12 3 3 8 6 5 47 5.16 1 
Pushmat.    1 2  1 3 3 2 12 1.32 18 

Roger 
Mills 

        15 1 16 1.76 15 

Rogers     1      1 0.11 28 
Seminole   2 1 3 1  9 3  19 2.09 14 
Sequoyah        1 3  4 0.44 25 
Stephens 4 2 3 6     1  16 1.76 15 

Texas         1  1 0.11 28 
Tillman      2   3  5 0.55 24 
Tulsa          1 1 0.11 28 

Wagoner           0 0.00  
Washing. 1   2   1   3 7 0.77 22 
Washita 1        1 1 3 0.33 26 
Woods        1 3 1 5 0.55 24 

Woodward  1       3 6 10 1.10 19 
Total 31 35 110 106 91 56 57 118 197 110 910   

 



 
 
 
 
 

     

Table 1B.  Incidence of Bat Rabies by County, 1995-2004 
 

County 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 Total % Rank
Adair         1  1 2.94 5 
Alfalfa            0.00  
Atoka            0.00  

Beaver            0.00  
Beckham            0.00  

Blaine            0.00  
Bryan            0.00  
Caddo            0.00  

Canadian        1   1 2.94 5 
Carter            0.00  

Cherokee  1         1 2.94 5 
Choctaw            0.00  
Cimarron            0.00  
Cleveland         1  1 2.94 5 

Coal            0.00  
Comanche            0.00  

Cotton            0.00  
Craig            0.00  
Creek            0.00  
Custer            0.00  

Delaware            0.00  
Dewey            0.00  
Ellis            0.00  

Garfield            0.00  
Garvin            0.00  
Grady  1         1 2.94 5 
Grant            0.00  
Greer            0.00  

Harmon            0.00  
Harper            0.00  
Haskell            0.00  
Hughes            0.00  
Jackson    1       1 2.94 5 
Jefferson            0.00  
Johnston            0.00  

Kay        1   1 2.94 5 
Kingfisher            0.00  

Kiowa            0.00  
Latimer  1    1     2 5.88 4 
LeFlore            0.00  

 



 
 
 
 
 

     

Table 1B.  Incidence of Bat Rabies by County, 1995-2004 
 

County 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 Total % Rank
Lincoln            0.00  
Logan 1          1 2.94 5 
Love            0.00  

McClain            0.00  
McCurtain       1    1 2.94 5 
McIntosh         1 1 2 5.88 4 

Major            0.00  
Marshall            0.00  
Mayes            0.00  
Murray   1        1 2.94 5 

Muskogee            0.00  
Noble            0.00  

Nowata            0.00  
Okfuskee            0.00  
Oklahoma     1   2  1 4 11.76 2 
Okmulgee         1  1 2.94 5 

Osage            0.00  
Ottawa      1  1 1  3 8.82 3 
Pawnee            0.00  
Payne            0.00  

Pittsburg       1    1 2.94 5 
Pontotoc            0.00  
Pottawat.   1        1 2.94 5 
Pushmat.            0.00  

Roger 
Mills 

       1   1 2.94 5 

Rogers            0.00  
Seminole            0.00  
Sequoyah     1      1 2.94 5 
Stephens            0.00  

Texas            0.00  
Tillman            0.00  
Tulsa   1  1   2 2 1 7 20.59 1 

Wagoner            0.00  
Washing.            0.00  
Washita            0.00  
Woods       1    1 2.94 5 

Woodward            0.00  
Total 1 3 3 1 3 2 3 8 7 3 34   

              
 



 



 
 
 
 
 

     

 

FIGURE 2 



 
 
 
 
 

     

DIRECTIONS FOR THE COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION OF ANIMAL HEADS TO THE LABORATORY FOR  
RABIES EXAMINATION 

SPECIMEN PREPARATION 
 

1. Live animals must not be submitted to the laboratory for examination. 
 
2. NO ANIMAL SHOULD BE KILLED BY CLUBBING OR SHOOTING IN THE HEAD SINCE THE INTACT BRAIN IS NEEDED FOR 

EXAMINATION. 
 
3. The head must be removed from the body (except for small animals which measure 12 inches or less in length, exclusive of tail) and placed in a 

leak-proof container. If the head has sharp protuberances (shattered bone, quills, etc.) first wrap the specimen in several layers of newspaper 
before placing in a plastic bag. 

 
4. Specimen should be shipped within 24 hours of euthanasia.  All specimens should be refrigerated before and during shipment.  Frozen cold pack 

maybe used to provide refrigeration during transport. 
 

If commercial transportation to the Oklahoma State Department of Health will not be available for more than 24 hours, the following 
procedures are recommended: 

  
a. A private individual following instructions above may bring the specimen to OSDH. 

 
b. If alive, euthanasia of the suspect animal may delayed until shortly before pick up. 

 
5. One Rabies Form 460 should be sent for each animal.   
 
6. DO NOT SEND specimens preserved in formalin or other chemical preservative to the Public Health Laboratory since examination of histological 

sections are not performed.   
 
Caution:     FREEZING SPECIMENS FOR RABIES TESTING IS NOT RECOMMENDED.  The freeze-thaw process may delay 

testing and soften the brain resulting in an unsatisfactory report. 
 
SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS   ***SHIP BY MOST RAPID METHOD AVAILABLE*** 
 
Shipping containers for animal heads other than cattle and horses* are furnished to the local health departments and veterinarians upon request.  The 
OSDH Rabies shipping containers consist of: 
    

1. A cardboard box with a leak-proof plastic bag liner. 
2. Re-freezeable cold packs. DO NOT PACK WITH WET ICE. 
3. Insulation material and an outer sleeve for transport. 

 
*The brain from large animals such as cattle and horses should be removed before transport. 
 
Specimens should be hand-carried or shipped by Ala Carte Courier Service** or Beaver Express** to:  

 
Rabies Laboratory 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
1000 Northeast 10th Street 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117 
 

Shipping charges to be paid by sender.  DO NOT SHIP SPECIMENS BY PARCEL POST or by bus. During working hours (8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.) animal 
heads are received in Shipping and Receiving area Room B-37.  After hours, weekends, and holidays, specimens must be received and logged in by the 
Security Guard.  Enter the building through the loading dock on the east of the building facing Stonewall Avenue to locate Room B78, or the Security 
Guard.  For after-hours delivery, use the buzzer alarm button next to the door on the loading dock to summon the guard on duty. 

 
**Use of trade name is for identification only and does not constitute endorsement by the Oklahoma State Department of Health. 

LABORATORY REPORTS 
Routine laboratory testing is performed Monday- Saturday.  Reports on animal heads received by 11:00 a.m. are usually available by 4:00 pm-4: 30 p.m. 
of the same day.  Reports on heads received after 11:00 a.m. are available by 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. of the next working day.  Telephone reports are 
made routinely on all positive specimens and on all specimens that were unsatisfactory for testing. Written reports are mailed on all specimens when 
each examination is complete.  Telephone reports on negative animals are made when requested on Rabies ODH Form 460.  Negative reports are 
telephoned collect.  For information regarding specimens and laboratory reports call: 405-271-5070, from 8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday 
and 405-271-4060 after working hours, nights, weekends, and holidays.

ODH FORM 460 
         (Rev. 1/01) 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3:     ANIMAL BITE ALGORITHM FOR ANIMAL CONTROL PERSONNEL 

Dog, cat, or ferret bite 
              ⇓ 
 ⇓ 
What is the relationship of biting 
animal to the bite victim? 
 ⇓ 
 ⇓ 
 ⇓ 
 ⇓ 
 ⇓ 
 ⇓ 
 ⇓  
 ⇓ 
 ⇓ 

⇓

         Small rodent, squirrel, opossum, or rabbit 
           ⇓ 

            Circumstances of bite 
                  Ó         Ô 
      

Livestock animal, horse, or caged 
exotic animal 

                  ⇓ 
  Contact local health department 
          
      OR 
 
  Communicable Disease Division 
  Oklahoma State Department of Health 
  (405) 271-4060 
 

            Ð 
Home observation for 
10 days. 
 
[If animal is 
unvaccinated, 
recommend updating 
rabies vaccination] 

             Ð 
Unvaccinated or Past Due on Rabies
Vaccination  
                  Ð 
Ten day quarantine at veterinary 
hospital, or recognized animal 
control facility.* 
                   
Currently Vaccinated  
      Ð 
Ten day confinement and 
observation under owner’s control.^ 
 

    Ð 
Ten day observation at 
bite victim’s home; OR 
Ten day quarantine at an 
animal shelter; OR 
euthanasia with 
submission of brain 
tissue for rabies testing. 

*  Dogs involved in severe and deeply penetrating bites above the shoulders may be required to be euthanized for rabies testing in lieu of the 10-day quarantine. 
^   Animals inflicting severe bites must be quarantined at a veterinary hospital or recognized animal control facility at minimum. 

Provoked, animal  
acting normally 

                 ⇓  
 Negligible risk of 
rabies exposure 

      Unprovoked,  
    animal acting     

bizarrely 
            ⇓  

Consult with    
health department

     1.  Advise proper wound cleaning. 
    2. Check to ensure tetanus immunization is current.     

Oklahoma State Department of Health - 2000 

First party                              Third party                      Stray, no identified owner 
(animal in family of bite victim)     



 
 
 
 
 

     

 



 
 
 
 
 

     

Figure 4. 



 
 
 
 
 

     

 



 
 

Table 2.   Contacts and Information for Animal-Related Questions 
 
For information on animal diseases transmitted to humans: 
 OK State Dept. of Health, State Public Health Veterinarian 
 Kristy K. Bradley, DVM, MPH      (405) 271-4060 
 
For questions about interstate/international movement of animals, testing requirements, and 
health certificates: 
 Animal Industry Services, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture (405) 522-6134 
 
For listing of wildlife rehabilitators or questions about wildlife: 
 Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation   (405) 521-2739 
 
To report illegal wildlife activities or unpermitted confinement: 
 Operation Game Thief      (800) 522-8039 
 Law Enforcement Division, OK Dept. of Wildlife Conservation (405) 521-3719 
  
For reporting of adverse reactions to animal rabies vaccine: 
  USDA Veterinary Biologics and Diagnostics Hotline   1-800-752-6255 
 
For educational materials on dog bite prevention or safe livestock handling: 
 Oklahoma Veterinary Medical Association    (405) 478-1002 
 American Veterinary Medical Association    www.avma.org 
 
For animal damage control (starlings, cattle egrets, etc.): 
 OK Dept. of Agriculture, Animal Damage Control Division  (405) 521-3864  
  
For information on shipping pets on airlines: 
 USDA Voice Response Service     (800) 545-8732 
 
For toxicology inquiries: 
ASPCA National Animal Poison Control Center Hotline        (888) 426-4435 
(Fee of $50 charged per case. Only credit cards are accepted for payment; any follow-up calls on the 
same case are included in the fee.) 
 
National Pesticide Telecommunications Network    (800) 858-7377 
 
Pet Loss Support Hotlines: 
614-292-1823; e-mail: petloss@osu.edu – Staffed by the Ohio State University veterinary medicine 
students 
1-888-ISU-PLSH (1-888-478-7574) – Staffed by Iowa State University veterinary medicine students 
and volunteers 
217-244-2273 (CARE) or 877-394-2273 – Staffed by University of Illinois veterinary students 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.avma.org/
mailto:petloss@osu.edu


 
 
 
 
 

   

TABLE 3 
 

County Health Department City Phone 
ADAIR COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT   Stilwell (918) 696-7292 
ALFALFA COUNTY C/O GARFIELD COUNTY Enid   
ATOKA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Atoka (580) 889-2116 
BEAVER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Beaver (580) 625-3693 
BECKHAM COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Sayre (580) 928-5551 
  Enid (580) 225-1173 
BLAINE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Watonga (580) 623-7977 
BRYAN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Durant (580) 924-4285 
CADDO COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Anadarko (405) 247-2507 
CANADIAN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Ek Reno (405) 262-0042 
  Yukon (405) 354-4872 
CARTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Ardmore (580) 223-9705 
  Healdton (580) 229-1291 
CHEROKEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT   Tahlequah (918) 456-8826 
CHOCTAW COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Hugo (580) 326-8821 
CIMMARON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  Call Texas CHD 
CLEVELAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Norman (405) 321-4048 
  Moore (405) 794-1591 
COAL COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Coalgate (580) 927-2367 
COMANCHE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Lawton (580) 248-5890 
COTTON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Walters (580) 875-6121 
CRAIG COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Vinita (918) 256-7531 
CREEK COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Sapulpa (918) 224-5531 
  Drumright (918) 352-9581 
  Bristow (918) 367-3341 
CUSTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Clinton (580) 323-2100 
  Weatherford (580) 772-6417 
DELAWARE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Jay (918) 253-4511 
DEWEY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Dewey Call Blaine CHD 
ELLIS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  Call Woodward CHD
GARFIELD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Enid (580) 233-0650 
GARVIN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Pauls Valley (405) 238-7346 
  Lindsay (405) 756-2928 
GRADY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Chickasha (405) 224-2022 
GRANT COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Medford (580) 395-2906 
GREER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Mangum (580) 782-5531 
HARMON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Hollis (580) 688-3348 
HARPER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Laverne (580) 921-2029 



 
 
 
 
 

   

County Health Department City Phone 
  Buffalo (580) 735-6100 
HASKELL COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  Stigler (918) 967-3304 
HUGHES COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Holdenville (405) 379-3313 
JACKSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Altus (580) 482-7308 
JEFFERSON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Waurika (580) 228-2313 
JOHNSTON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Tishomingo (580) 371-2470 
KAY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Ponca City (580) 762-1641 
  Blackwell (580) 363-5520 
KINGFISHER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Kingfisher (405) 375-3008 
KIOWA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Hobart (580) 726-3316 
LATIMER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Wilburton (918) 465-5673 
LeFLORE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Poteau (918) 647-8601 
  Talihina (918) 567-2141 
LINCOLN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Chandler (405) 258-2640 
LOGAN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Guthrie (405) 282-3485 
LOVE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Marietta (580) 276-2531 
McCLAIN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Purcell (405) 527-6541 
  Blanchard (405) 485-3319 
McCURTAIN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Idabel (580) 286-6620 
McINTOSH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Eufaula (918) 689-7774 
  Checotah  (918) 473-5416 
MAJOR COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Fairview (580) 227-3362 
MARSHALL COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Madill (580) 795-3705 
MAYES COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Pryor (918) 825-4224 
MURRAY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Sulphur (580) 622-3716 
MUSKOGEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Muskogee (918) 683-0321 
NOBLE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Perry (580) 336-2257 
NOWATA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  Call Rogers CHD 
OKFUSKEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Okemah (918) 623-1800 
CITY-CO HEALTH DEPT OF OKLAHOMA CO Oklahoma City (405) 427-8651 
OKMULGEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Okmulgee (918) 756-1883 
  Henryetta (918) 652-8250 
  Beggs (918) 267-3606 
OTTAWA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Miami (918) 540-2481 
PAWNEE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Pawnee (918) 762-3643 
  Cleveland (918) 358-2546 
PAYNE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Stillwater (405) 372-8200 
  Cushing (918) 225-3377  
PITTSBURG COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT McAlester (918) 423-1267 
PONTOTOC COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Ada (580) 332-2011 



 
 
 
 
 

   

County Health Department City Phone 
POTTAWATOMIE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Shawnee (405) 273-2157 
PUSHMATAHA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Antlers (580) 298-6624 
  Clayton (918) 569-7973 
ROGER MILLS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  Call Beckham CHD 
ROGERS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Claremore (918) 341-3166 
SEMINOLE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Wewoka (405) 257-5401 
  Seminole (405) 382-4369 
SEQUOYAH COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Sallisaw (918) 775-6201 
STEPHENS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Duncan (580) 252-0270 
TEXAS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Guymon (580) 338-8544 
TILLMAN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Frederick (580) 335-2163 
TULSA CITY-COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Tulsa (918) 582-9355 
WAGONER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Wagoner (918) 485-3022 
  Coweta (918) 486-2845 
WASHINGTON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Bartlesville (918) 335-3005 
WASHITA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT  Call Beckham CHD 
WOODS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Alva (580) 327-3192 
WOODWARD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT Woodward (580) 256-6416 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




