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TITLE 59 OF THE OKLAHOMA STATUTES
MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPIST LICENSURE ACT

UnofTicial Format
As amended 2000

Section 1925.1.
Chapter 44A of this title shall be known and may be cited as the "Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act”.

Section 1925.2,

For purposes of the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act:
1. "Advertise” means, but is not limited to, the issuing or causing to be distributed any card, sign, or device to
any person; or the causing, permitting or allowing any sign or marking on or in any building or structure, or in
any newspaper or magazine or in any directory, or on radio or television, or by advertising by any other means
designed to secure public attention;
2. "Board" means the State Board of Health;
3. "Commissioner" means the State Commissioner of Health;
4. "Advisory Board" means the Oklahoma Licensed Marital and Family Therapist Advisory Board appointed
by the State Board of Health;
5. "Department” means the State Department of Health;
6. "Licensed marital and family therapist" means a person holding a current license issued pursuant to the
provisions of the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act;
7. "Marital and family therapy" means the assessment, diagnosis and treatrnent of disorders, whether cognitive,
affective, or behavioral, within the context of marital and family systems. Marital and family therapy involves
the professional application of family systems theories and techniques in the delivery of services to individuals,
marital pairs, and families for the purpose of treating such disorders;
8. "Person” means any individual, firm, corporation, partnership, organization, or body politic;
9. "Practice of marital and family therapy" means the rendering of professional marital and family therapy
services to individuals, family groups and marital pairs, singly or in groups, whether such services are offered
directly to the general public or through organizations either public or private, for a fee, monetary or otherwise;
10."Recognized educational institution" means a regionally accredited college or university recognized by the
United States Department of Education;
11."Use a title or description of" means to hold oneself out to the public as having a particular status by means
of stating on signs, mailboxes, address plates, stationery, announcements, calling cards or other instruments of
professional identification; and
12."Licensed marital and family therapist candidate” means a person whose application for licensure has been
accepted and who is under supervision for licensure as set forth in Section 1925.6 of this title.

Section 1925.3.
A. The Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act shall not be construed to apply to the following professionals
while acting within the scope of their respective professions:
1. Social workers;
Licensed professional counselors;
Psychiatric nurses;
Psychologists;
Physicians;
Attorneys;
Members of the clergy who are in good standing with their denominations;
Christian Science practitioners;
9. Certified alcohol-drug counselors;
10.School administrators;
11.School counselors certified by the State Department of Education; or
12.Employees of a recognized academic institution, and employees of a federal, state, county or local
governmental institution or agency while performing those duties for which employed by such institution or
agency or facility.
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actively engaged as marital and family therapists in rendering professional services in marital and family
therapy, or in rendering services in marital and family therapy as members of the clergy, who are in good
standing in their denominations, or in the education and training of master's, doctoral or post-doctoral students
of marital and family therapy, or in marital and family therapy research, and shall have spent the majority of the
ume devoted to such activity during the two (2) years preceding appointment to the Advisory Board. Two
members shall be lay persons who are not affiliated with any practice of marital and family therapy.
3. All appointees shall be residents of the State of Oklahoma. Except for the lay members, the Commissioner
shall select the first appointees from a list of qualified candidates submitted by the executive committees of state
marital and family therapists' associations. The other members of the first Advisory Board shall serve the
following terms: One member for one (1) year, two members for two (2) years, two members for three (3) years
and one member for four (4) years. Thereafter, at the expiration of the term of each member, the Commissioner
shall appoint a successor for four (4) years. All appointees other than the lay members shall be selected from a
list of qualified candidates submitted by the executive committees of all marital and family therapists
associations in this state which represent a specialty recognized Family Therapist Licensure Act.

B. Vacancies occurring on the Advisory Board shall be filled for the unexpired term by appointment of the

Commussioner with the advise and consent of the Board from a list of qualified candidates submitted within thirty

(30) days after the candidates’ names have been submitted if possible. Such appointments shall be made within thirty

(30) days after the candidates’ names have been submitted if possible.

C. Any Advisory Board member may be removed by the Commissioner, after written notice, for incapacity,

incompetence, neglect of duty, misfeasance or malfeasance in office.

D. Members of the Advisory Board shall serve without compensation, but shall be reimbursed their actual and

necessary travel expenses pursuant to the State Travel Reimbursement Act, Section 500.1 et seq. of Title 74 of the

Oklahoma Statutes. '

E. Advisory Board members shall be ineligible for reappointment for a period of three (3) years following

completion of their terms.

F. The Advisory Board shall meet within thirty (30) days after the appointment of its members by the Commissioner.

Thereafter the Advisory Board shall hold at least four regular meetings each year. Meetings shall be held at such

time and place as the Advisory Board may provide. The Advisory Board shall elect annually the following officers: a

chair, a vice-chair, and a secretary. Four members of the Advisory Board shall constitute a quorum.

Section 1925.5.
A. The State Board of Health, giving regard to the recommendations of the Oklahoma Licensed Marital and Family
Therapist Advisory Board, shall:
1. Prescribe, adopt and promulgate rules to implement and enforce the provisions of the Marital and Family
Therapist Licensure Act;
2. Set license and examination fees as required by the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act; and
3. Adopt and establish rules of professional conduct.
B. The Department shall have the authority to:
1. Seek injunctive relief;
2. Receive fees and deposit said fees into the Licensed Marital and Family Therapist Revolving Fund as required
by the Marital and Family
Therapist Licensure Act;
3. Issue, renew, revoke, deny, suspend, and place on probation licenses to practice marital and family therapy
pursuant to the provisions of
the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act;
4. Examine all qualified applicants for licenses to practice marital and family therapy;
5. Accept grants and gifts from various foundations and institutions;
6. Make such expenditures and employ such personnel as the Commissioner may deem necessary for the
administration of the Marital and
Family Therapist Licensure Act;
7. Request the district attorney to bring an action to enforce the provisions of the Marital and Family Therapist
Licensure Act; and
8. Investigate complaints and possible violations of the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act.



3. Practice marital and family therapy except as provided for in subsection B of Section 3 of this act.

Section 1925.11.
A. No person licensed pursuant to the provisions of the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act as a marital and
family therapist, nor any of his employees or associates, shall be required to disclose any information which he may
have acquired in rendering marital and family therapy services, except when:
1. Authorized by other state laws;
2. Failure to disclose such information presents a clear and present danger to the health or safety of any person;
3. The marital and family therapist is a party defendant to a civil, criminal or disciplinary action arising from
such therapy in which case any waiver of the privilege accorded by this section shall be limited to that action;
4. The patient is a defendant in a criminal proceeding and the use of the privilege would violate the defendant's
right to a compulsory process and/or right to present testimony and witnesses in his own behalf; or
5. A patient agrees to waiver of the privilege accorded by this section, in the case of death or disability of the
patient, the consent of his personal representative or other person authorized to sue or the beneficiary of any
insurance policy on his life, health or physical condition. In circumstances where more than one person in a
family is receiving therapy, each such family member must agree to the waiver. Absent such a waiver from each
family member, a marital and family therapist shall not disclose information received from any family member.
B. No information shall be treated as privileged and there shall be no privileges created by the Marital and Family
Therapist Licensure Act as to any information acquired by the person licensed pursuant to the Marital and Family
Therapist Licensure Act when such information pertains to criminal acts or violation of any law.
C. The Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act shall not be construed to prohibit any licensed person from
testifying in court hearings concerning matters of adoption, child abuse, child neglect, battery or matters pertaining to
the welfare of children or from seeking collaboration or consultation with professional colleagues or administrative
superiors on behalf of his client.

Section 1925.12,

If both parties to a marriage have obtained marital and family therapy by a licensed marital and family therapist, the
therapist shall not be competent to testify in an alimony or divorce action concerning information acquired in the
course of the therapeutic relationship unless a party relies on such information as an element of his claim or defense
in such an action, or said information is gathered as a result of a court-ordered examination. This section shall not
apply to custody actions.

Section 1925.14.
The hearings provided for by the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act shall be conducted in conformity with, and
records made thereof as provided by, the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act.

Section 1925.15.
A. The State Department of Health may deny, revoke, suspend or place on probation any license issued subject to the
provisions of the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act if the person has:
1. Been convicted of a felony;
2. Been convicted of a crime the Commissioner determines after a hearing to be of such a nature as to render the
person convicted unfit to practice marital and family therapy.
3. Violated ethical standards of such a nature as to render the person found by the Commissioner to have
engaged in such violation unfit to practice marital and family therapy;
4. Misrepresented any information required in obtaining a license;
5. Engaged in fraud or deceit in connection with services rendered or in establishing needed qualifications
pursuant to the provisions of the Marital and Family Therapist Licensure Act;
6. Knowingly aided or abetted a person not licensed pursuant to these provisions in representing himself or
herself as a licensed marital and family therapist in this state;
7. Engaged in unprofessional conduct as defined by the rules promulgated by the State Board of Health; or
8. Engaged in negligence or wrongful actions in the performance of the duties of such person.
B. No license shall be suspended, revoked, or placed on probation until notice is served upon the licensed marital
and family therapist and a hearing is held in such manner as is required by the Marital and Family Therapist
Licensure Act.
C. Any person who is determined by the Department to have violated any of the provisions of the Marital and Family
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OAC 310:400

OKILAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

TITLE 310. OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
CHAPTER 400. LICENSED MARITAL AND FAMILY THERAPISTS

""Unofficial Version'"

Amended July 12, 2004
Subchapter Section
1 General PIOVISIONS ......ooviverciireierieiere e ctieein et evea s veeneeaees 310:400-1-1
3. Advisory Board Operations.........ccoceeeerovimivierer oot 310:400-3-1
5. Rules of Professional Conduct .............ceivveveriveeiries e, 310:400-5-1
7 Application for LICENSUTE........evoviiriirciiicriiie s 310:400-7-1
9. Licensure EXaminations ..........ccocooovvvieeiveeoiioe e 310:400-9-1
11.  Supervised Experience ReqUIrEMents.........covecrererererinicncrnnenanans 310:400-11-1
B3, S ottt ettt ettt et ot e 310:400-13-1
15. Issuance and Maintenance of LiCense ............c.ooevvveeiivecicvveniiiens 310:400-15-1
17, ENfOTCEMETIE...o.cvuieevierieiiene ettt 310:400-17-1

[Authority: Oklahoma State Board of Health; 59 O.S. 2001, Section 1925.5(A); 63 O.S. 2001, Section 1-106.1]

[Source: Codified 5-1-92]
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SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section
310:400-1-1. Purpose
310:400-1-2. Consumer information

310:400-1-1.  Purpose
The rules in this Chapter implement the Oklahoma Licensed Marital and Family Therapist Act.
Amended Effective 5-1-92

310:400-1-2. Consumer information

(a) Reoster. Each year the Department shall publish a roster of Licensed Marital and Family Therapists (LMFTs). The
roster of LMFT's shall include but not be limited to the name, academic degree under which the license is held, preferred
mailing address, telephone number and license number.

(b) Brochure. The Department shall prepare information of consumer interest which describes the regulatory functions
of the Advisory Board and Department procedures to handle and resolve consumer complaints.

Amended Effective 5-25-01

SUBCHAPTER 3. ADVISORY BOARD OPERATIONS

Section

310:400-3-1. Statutory requirements
310:400-3-2. Officers

310:400-3-7. Rules of order
310:400-3-9. Sub-committees

310:400-3-1. Statutory requirements

In addition to those operations described in Section 1925.5 of the LMFT Act, the Advisory Board operations in this
Chapter are to be in effect.

Amended Effective 5-25-01

310:400-3-2. Officers

(a) Chairman. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings at which he or she is in attendance and perform all duties
prescribed by law or Board. The Chairman is authorized by the Advisory Board to make day-to-day decisions regarding
Advisory Board activities in order to facilitate the responsiveness and effectiveness of the Advisory Board.

(b) Vice-chairman. The Vice-Chairman shall perform the duties of the Chairman in case of the absence or disability
of the Chairman.

In case the office of the Chairman becomes vacant, the Vice-Chairman shall serve as Chairman until a successor is
named.

(¢c) Secretary. In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the Secretary will preside until the Chairman or
Vice-Chairman is present.

Amended Effective 5-25-01

310:400-3-7. Rules of order

Robert's Rules of Order Revised shall be the basis of parliamentary decisions except as otherwise provided by Advisory
Board rules.

Amended Effective 5-25-01
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(1) as mandated by law;
(2) to prevent a clear and immediate danger to a person or persons;
(3) where the LMFT is a defendant in a civil, criminal, or disciplinary action rising from the therapy (in which case
client confidences may be disclosed only in the course of that action);
(4) if there is a waiver previously obtained in writing, and then such information may be revealed only in
accordance with the terms of the waiver.
(¢) In circumstances where more than one person in a family is receiving therapy, each such family member who is
legally competent to execute a waiver must agree to the waiver required by paragraph (b)(4) of this section. Absent such
a waiver from each family member legally competent to execute a waiver, an LMFT shall not disclose information
received from any family member.
(d) LMFTs shall use client and/or clinical materials in teaching, writing, and public presentations only if a written
waiver has been received in accordance with subsection (c) of this section, or when appropriate steps have been taken to
protect client identity.
(e) LMFTs shall store or dispose of client records in ways that maintain confidentiality.
(fy LMFTs shall maintain verifiable records necessary for rendering professional services to their clients for at least
seven (7) years beyond termination of services.
Amended Effective 5-25-01

310:400-5-3. Professional competence and integrity
(a) LMFTs are dedicated to maintaining high standards of professional competence and integrity.
(b) LMFTs are presumed to have violated high standards of integrity or competence if they:
(1) are convicted of a felony;
(2) are convicted of a misdemeanor (related to their qualifications or functions);
(3) engage in conduct which could lead to conviction of felonies, or misdemeanors related to their qualifications
or functions;
(4) have their licenses or certificates suspended or revoked; or
(5) are no longer competent to practice marital and family therapy because they are impaired due to physical or
mental causes or the abuse of alcohol or other substances.
(¢) LMFTs shall seek appropriate professional assistance for their own personal problems or conflicts that are likely
to impair their work performance and their clinical judgment.
(d) LMFTs, as teachers and supervisors, are dedicated to maintaining high standards of scholarship and presenting
information that is accurate,
(e) LMFTs shall remain abreast of new developments in family therapy knowledge and practice through both
educational activities and clinical experiences.
(f) LMFTs shall not engage in sexual or other harassment or exploitation of clients, students, trainees, supervisees,
employees, colleagues, research subjects, or actual or potential witnesses or complainants in ethical proceedings.
(g) LMFTs shall not attempt to diagnose, treat, or advise on problems outside the recognized boundaries of their
competence.
(h) LMFTs shall prevent the distortion or misuse of their clinical and research findings.
(i) LMFTs are aware that, because of their ability to influence and alter the lives of others, they must exercise
special care when making public their professional recommendations and opinions through testimony or other public
statements.
(1) LMFTs shall protect the welfare of the client by storing and/or destroying, when appropriate, client files.
(k) LMFTs shall not, under normal circumstances, offer professional services to clients concurrently receiving
services from another professional except with the knowledge of the professional.
(Iy LMFTs shall display their original, current license certificate in a prominent place in the primary locatlon of
their practice.
(m) LMFTs shall keep the Department updated regarding changes in mailing address, phone number and place of
employment. Failure to do so may place the license in jeopardy due to missed renewal notices and other important
communications.
(n) LMFT candidates and licensees may not perform forensic services, which include, but are not limited to,
assessments, interviews, consultations, custody evaluations, reports, or expert testimony, except under the following
conditions:
(1) LMFT candidates and licensees must demonstrate competence by certification, education or experience in
the subject matter relevant to the issues in question and must certify in writing that they have complied with all
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