PUBLIC RELATIONS SERVICES
Economic Development Generating Excellence
EDGE RFP for Professional Services

July 15, 2010
Formally Submitted Questions:
· The RFP indicates that the firm "... will assist the program to achieve greater awareness of and involvement within Oklahoma communities." Is there a priority for or preference to generating awareness within the state, at the national level, or is it equal? 

 The priority is for the Oklahoma.  National awareness is incidental at this point.
· Has EDGE engaged in a Beltway outreach in DC? 

 No, the priority is at the state level.
· Has EDGE held introductory meetings with the Oklahoma Congressional delegation? If so, have any of the Congressional members specifically identified or mentioned EDGE in their communications vehicles? 

 As noted above, we have had casual discussions with many but not all members of the Congressional delegations; however, the focus is Oklahoma.
· The RFP notes three predominant audiences; is there a priority to these audiences? 

 Legislative leaders and business leaders are the primary target, with heads of technology firms, research organizations, economic development organizations and universities as secondary targets.

· Do you have research that you can share on the audiences' current understanding or perception of the EDGE initiative?  

 Yes, several good examples.
· Is there a preference for or priority to work with an Oklahoma-based agency? 

No, we will select the client that best meets our needs.
 

· What methodology will be used to respond to questions – emailed responses to all identified bidders, posting on http://www.ok.gov/edge or via some other channel? No individual notification will be made to individuals regarding questions asked.  A posting of all formally submitted questions will be available on the EDGE website on Monday August 23, 2010. 

· Is there any requirement that the successful propsing firm be located in Oklahoma? Contracts are not awarded on a preferential basis.  They are awarded on best value for the State. 

· Is there any additional guidance available on the form or format of the RFP response document (i.e., length, Word? PDF/other, hard copies versus soft copies, quantities, etc.)? There is no identified additional guidance available on the form or format of the RFP.  It is suggested that it be an electronic PDF submission.  If a hard copy please provide two copies. 

· Is there a communications firm already providing PR services for EDGE?  We have several different PR firms that we work with here in the state.

· If yes, is this firm eligible to bid on this RFP? All applicable entities are eligible to bid on this RFP

· Will preference be given for Oklahoma-based firms over non-Oklahoma-based firms in the selection process?  Contracts are not awarded on a preferential basis.  They are awarded on best value for the State.

· The RFP states that the contract will be awarded two days after the submission deadline. Why is the award date so close to the submission deadline, given the time needed to evaluate submissions? Is there a pressing EDGE-related event or deadline that the chosen contractor should be prepared to support?  The award date is listed do to upcoming deadlines that need immediate attention.  The Impact Report stated is due for delivery to EDGE by November 1st; the award date was listed as such to leave the most work time for the chosen PR firm.

· How many copies of the EDGE RFP response do you need? Two copies should be sufficient.  One for review and one for file.
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