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MINUTES

PLUMBING EXAMINING COMMITTEE
March 1, 2007

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Butler; Brad Eddy; Charles Fitch; and David Tucker
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: Ronnie Smith
PRESENT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION: Patricia Schweitzer, Deputy Administrator; Rick Denny, Legal Counsel; Dannette Yousey; Jim George, Plumbing Supervisor; Tim Hillman, Plumbing Field Investigator; and George Truitt, Plumbing Field Investigator
OTHERS PRESENT:  Jeannette LaMar, PHCC
CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Larry Butler, Chairman called the meeting of the Plumbing Examining Committee to order at 10:40 a.m. at 2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 5, Shepherd Mall, Oklahoma City, OK  73107.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT:

This [Regular] meeting of the Plumbing Examining Committee Meeting, scheduled to begin at [10:00a.m.] on this [1st] day of [March], 2007, has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, Title 25, Sections 301 through 314.

Further, an advance public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State by facsimile October 10, 2006 prior to this time today, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened, preceded this meeting.

Notice of this meeting was given at least forty-eight (48) hours prior hereto and no one has filed a written request for notice of meetings of this public body to date.

Read aloud by Dannette Yousey this [1st] day of [March], 2007.

ACTION ITEMS:

JANUARY 4, 2007 MEETING MINUTES

A MOTION WAS MADE BY CHARLES FITCH WITH A SECOND BY BRAD EDDY TO APPROVE JANUARY 4, 2007 MEETING MINUTES. 

MOTION PASSED

Voting aye:
Larry Butler



Absent:     Ronnie Smith


Brad Eddy

Charles Fitch


David Tucker
2007 PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE CHANGES
Mrs. Patricia Schweitzer stated HB1054 & SB26 have failed; HB2143 was a shell Bill that never went to the Committee; SB45 is our “clean-up” language that covers all administrative items for the Construction Industries Board has passed out of the Senate and is going to the House Committee.  The residential and commercial contractor bills were introduced in Senate Bills 641 and 642; they were sent to rules and may appear next session. 
Senate Bill 692 by Senator Laughlin; called the mechanical apprentice by cell phone bill.  This one did not get a hearing in committee and remains dormant.   Senate Bill 400 by Senator Brogden is being monitored.  The Construction Industries Board neither supports nor opposes this bill.  This bill substitutes permitting fees for the registration fees in the State, it has passed out of Committee and should go to the Floor at anytime.    Senate Bill 401 by Senator Brogden which deals with the code work didn’t make it out of committee. 
And the last one is House Bill 1676 by Representative Hickman. It started out as a “Shell Bill” at the last possible Sub-Committee meeting, there were some substitute language submitted which we don’t agree with it because it takes what we already have in Rule and puts it into Statute. It is not preferable to put it into Statute, because it would be more difficult to change if situations arose where we would need to change any type of  our experience requirements or education requirements, it is better left the way it is in Rules where our Committee’s can make the decision regarding the industry. The purpose of the Bill was to help the rural plumbing contractor. Representative Hickman asked for our assistance so we submitted language to him possibly providing for plumbing categories. He didn’t act upon it. I told him at the time I gave him that language that neither the Plumbing industry nor the Plumbing Committee had approved those categories. The language that was submitted to him does not create a category or what would be required to make up that particular license category, all it does is allow the Plumbing Committee to create categories of licensure. Mrs. Schweitzer anticipates this Bill will not survive. There are a great many people who oppose it, however the issue that is behind it will survive and we will see something again. There may be a time where we can’t control what is in this Bill, so as an industry and as a Committee of the industry you need to seriously give consideration as to what will help the lack of tradesmen in the rural areas.
Mr. Butler stated he had heard that something in that Bill was going to allow for three years of classroom study in lieu of any apprenticeship training. Mrs. Schweitzer stated that was the original Bill, and we gave them new language, but they kept the original piece of that Bill, which we don’t like and that is the part that is being committed to Statute. Mrs. Schweitzer stated she didn’t feel that the Representative understood that we allow educational experience as a substitute for part of the experience requirement, although we made the attempt to explain that in Committee. Mr. West stated he fully explained to the Committee that it was the Plumbing Committee’s attempt to allow a portion, one half of their requirement to be substituted by formal education and they felt very strongly that an on the job apprenticeship training program should also be required for the other half. But the Bill would substitute formal classroom education for the whole three year requirement. 
Mr. Butler asked if Mrs. Schweitzer knew anything on HB 1296 regarding additional insured on the insurance policy? Mrs. Schweitzer answered it is not something we are following as an agency.

HOME STUDY COURSE 
Mr. West stated if the Plumbing Committee would look over the document given them from PHCC. The letter concerns the home study program that is approved by the US Dept of Labor, Bureau of Apprenticeship training for a four year apprenticeship program. This home study course from PHCC is geared toward students who are unable to attend a traditional classroom program and it would fulfill the classroom requirements of a B.A.T. type program. They are asking that we approve this program according to whatever rules we grant for education equivalence to accept for experience. But our Rules state that one half the requirements may be met by formal classroom education. Mr. West stated he has looked through this curriculum and looks like a very sound curriculum. 
Mr. Butler asked Mr. George what his feeling were on this. Mr. George answered there is a lot of good information over a long period of time, but we would only be looking at the first year and a half. We would have to determine how it would fit into our Rules and Regulation and Statutes. But you don’t get that all in the first two years. Mr. West stated this is a four year program and if you turn back to year four there is instruction and study material associated with a lot of critical items within the system that a person in any of the existing programs in Oklahoma would at least get some practical knowledge of. Where this is four years into it and they may not have the practical knowledge that they would get out of a Tech Center type of training program. So we would give them credit for a year and a half.
Mr. Eddy asked if we would require just the first year and a half of that four year study. Mr. West stated that would be what this Committee would have to decide if they choose to recognize this. Mr. West’ concern is there are critical items in the last two and half years that a potential journeyman would need to have but did not get in the first year and a half. Mr. Eddy stated if we are going to allow them to use half of this curriculum, let them use the second half. 
Mr. Tim Hillman asked the Committee who administers this? Mr. West answered Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors (PHCC). Mr. Hillman then asked if someone would have to apply through them to get in this program. Mr. West answered yes. Mr. Hillman asked if PHCC would be the only organization in Oklahoma that could administer this program. Mr. West answered this program is approved by D.O.L. for them to present this program, so they would be the only ones presenting this program. Mr. Hillman stated there are only two Vo-Tech schools in Oklahoma and one will be going away this year. So there is a real problem with training programs. We do need more training programs and this Committee and Field Investigators in this agency need to figure out ways to get more training in Oklahoma. Mr. Hillman also stated he would hope with this program being presented if accepted that someone else could administer it as well that it wouldn’t come from just one group.
Mr. Denny stated another group could get certified and do their own program. But this one is the product of PHCC’s. If this were to be approved it might inspire other companies to develop similar programs and get those approved as well. 

Mr. Hillman asked if this is what the Union does. Mr. West answered no; this curriculum is approved by the Bureau of Apprenticeship Training as is the Union’s programs which are equivalent to the Union’s classroom training, it is not the combination of the joint apprenticeship training concept just the classroom training.

Mr. Denny stated in this document from PHCC they state there are nine (9) other states that allow this program in some form or another and in the last sentence it states they comply with state requests to provide progress information. And that is what we would need for the year and a half requirement. Mr. Denny asked if there were any way we could check or contact the other states to see how well PHCC does in working with the agency to certify the students are actually receiving the training that is required. Mr. West answered yes we could establish contact with these states to get their feedback on how the well the contact is, however what the main question is in a four year program the first two years of experience may not necessarily provide all the experience or classroom knowledge that a journeyman apprentice will need to take our exam. So how do we overcome that if didn’t? 
Mr. Fitch stated he sees this as a four year program and if this is a four year program then they would have to take the full four year program to get the full credit. Mr. West stated we could state that we accept this program but it has to be a four year program to get full acceptance. Mr. Fitch stated that would be acceptable to him, then at the end of the four years they would receive a certificate that show they had completed the four year program. Mr. Eddy stated which we would give them half of the apprentice time for. Mr. Fitch stated that would be a year and a half of the three years required to sit for the journeyman exam. But they would have to have a four year certificate before we could approve their journeyman exam application. 
Mr. Denny asked how that compares with other education providers. Is that consistent with what we do in other areas? Mr. West answered with Plumbing and Pipefitters have what is called a joint apprenticeship program which means they have so many hours of classroom time and so many hour of on-the-job training. So in their four year program the apprentice gets both all at once and at the end of their program he is qualified to sit for the journeyman’s exam. The program submitted by PHCC satisfies under the Bureau of Apprenticeship Training the classroom work of a joint apprenticeship program, so what remains to be qualified is under the joint apprenticeship training program the apprentice is required on-the-job training which this product does not have. We require three years experience for a license we cannot allow this four year program if completed to count more than one half the time required because he does not have his on-the-job training time. 
Mr. Fitch stated in the last sentence on the letter from PHCC it states “Please advise me of the process required to obtain approval for this program to be used in your state.” Mr. Fitch asked couldn’t contact Ms. Merry Beth Hall and tell her what our requirements are on the three year and they would only get 50% from their four year program. Mr. West answered yes. 

Mr. George stated this is blocked off in years the hours required in each session of it and person could do his apprenticeship time during the day and take this course at night. If it only takes six months to do the first years work would you automatically get to go on to your second year? And if that is so, then a person could conceivably complete this in a year and a half to two years. Mr. George states we get people who come in to take our exam that have spent three or four years as an apprentice, but they don’t know too much about plumbing so they take the exam and figure out what is on the exam then they go back study some more then they come back and take the exam again, and they keep doing this until they pass the exam. We have one person who has taken our exam twelve times and still hasn’t passed it. Maybe we can do something in Rules and Regulations to change how we proceed or find out more about this.
Mr. West request that Mr. George contact this individual and explain our program and the concerns this Committee has as well as get more information on states that have similar types of requirement that we have. Then come back with that information. Mr. Denny stated that would be the most appropriate way to handle this. 
motion made by CHARLES FITCH with a second by BRAD EDDY to TABLE TO NEXT MEETING.
motion passed

Voting aye:
Larry Butler



Absent:     Ronnie Smith



Brad Eddy

Charles Fitch



David Tucker

REQUEST FOR GRANTING CEU 

motion made by BRAD EDDY with a second by DAVID TUCKER to approve OMNI-2 MECHANICAL SERVICES-TRAINING PROGRAM, 2006 PLUMBING CEU’S, MARCH 22, 2007, 6-CREDIT HOURS REQUESTED.
motion passed

Voting aye:
Larry Butler



Absent:     Ronnie Smith



Brad Eddy

Charles Fitch



David Tucker

motion made by LARRY BUTLER with a second by BRAD EDDY to approve MID-AMERICA TECHNOLOGY CENTER, PLUMBING CODE UPDATE, MARCH 10, 2007, 6-CREDIT HOURS REQUESTED.
motion passed

Voting aye:
Larry Butler



Absent:     Ronnie Smith



Brad Eddy

Charles Fitch



David Tucker

motion made by LARRY BUTLER with a second by DAVID TUCKER to approve SWCCC, CHANGES IN THE 2006 IPC, APRIL 11, 2007, 4-CREDIT HOURS REQUESTED  AND MANUFACTURE TRAINING – CSST & TANKLESS WATER HEATERS, 2-Credit hours requested PENDING RECEIPT OF BIO FROM MOATES.
motion passed

Voting aye:
Larry Butler



Absent:     Ronnie Smith



Charles Fitch



Abstain:    Brad Eddy



David Tucker

motion made by CHARLES FITCH with a second by DAVID TUCKER to approve OPIA, 2006 IPC UPDATES/CISPI PROPER INSTALLATION OF CAST IRON, MARCH 29, 2007, 6-CREDIT HOURS REQUESTED.
motion passed

Voting aye:
Larry Butler



Absent:     Ronnie Smith



Brad Eddy

Charles Fitch



David Tucker

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments.
NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business.
ADJOURNMENT

motion made by BRAD EDDY with a second by CHARLES FITCH to ADJOURN.
motion passed

Voting aye:
Larry Butler



Absent:     Ronnie Smith



Brad Eddy

Charles Fitch



David Tucker

Minutes approved in regular Session on the 3rd day of May 2007.
_________________________________________






Larry Butler, Chairman

PREPARED BY: _[image: image1.jpg]


__________________

Dannette Yousey, Secretary to the Plumbing Examining Committee
