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MINUTES

MECHANICAL EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
MAY 10, 2007
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Luther Curtis, John Armstrong, James Wood, Kenny Eden and Dale Matherly.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  

PRESENT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION: Boyd West, Administrator; Sherrie Ladd, Mechanical Secretary; Patricia Schweitzer, Deputy Administrator; Rick Denny, Legal Counsel; Carl Phillips, Mechanical Supervisor, David Veteto, Mechanical Investigator; Charlie Scott, Mechanical Investigator; Gary Kirk, Mechanical Investigator; Richard Hager, Mechanical Investigator; Robert Newberg II, Mechanical Investigator; Carl Stanley, Mechanical Investigator. 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Guerrero, City of Lawton; David Johnson; Mike London, Dwayne Payne.
CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Luther Curtis, Committee Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee to order at 11:25 a.m, at the Construction Industries Board, 2401 NW 23rd, Suite 5, and Oklahoma City, OK 73107.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT:

This [Regular] meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee, scheduled to begin at [10:00 a.m.] on this [10th] day of [May], 2007, has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, Title 25, Sections 301 through 314.

Further, this meeting was preceded by an advanced public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State electronically on September 19, 2006 prior to this time today, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened.

Notice of this meeting was given at least forty-eight (48) hours prior hereto and no one has filed a written request for notice of meetings of this public body to date.

Read aloud by Sherrie Ladd this [10th] day of [May], 2007.

ACTION ITEMS:

APPROVAL OF MARCH 8, 2007 MINUTES

Mr. Luther Curtis asked if there were any questions or corrections on the March 8, 2007 minutes?

MOTION BY JOHN ARMSTRONG WITH A SECOND BY DALE MATHERLY TO APPROVE THE MARCH 8, 2007 MEETING MINUTES.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Luther Curtis

                 
John Armstrong

 
James Wood

Kenny Eden
                   Dale Matherly

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Ms. Patricia Schweitzer stated House Bill 1064, which is the Sunset Review for the Construction Industries Board, passed and was signed by the governor on May 4, 2007 which means the Construction Industries Board will be in existence until 2013.  House Bill 1676 which dealt mostly with plumbing went before the Senate committee and was voted down.  Senate Bill 45 which was the clean-up bill has amendments attached to it on the House side.  The Construction Industries Board did not like the amendments.  The amendments were made by PSO on an electrical issue.  Electrical did not want those amendments so the Senator author declined those amendments and the bill will go to conference.  There are several electrical associations in discussions with PSO trying to work out some amendments.  If those amendments are not worked out then essentially Senate Bill 45 has failed.
UPDATE ON RECENT MECHANICAL ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES
Mr. Luther Curtis stated some of the committee members would like to know what is going on out in the field.   Mr. Carl Phillips introduced the mechanical field investigators and the territories they cover.

Richard Hager covers the central part of the state including the Oklahoma City and surrounding areas.  Richard has been with the Construction Industries Board for three years.  Gary Kirk has been employed ten years and covers the southwest part of the state.  Carl Stanley has been employed since 1991 and covers the south central part of the state.  Charlie Scott covers the east central and south of I-40 to Poteau and Seminole area and all the way to the Arkansas line.  David Veteto covers the northeast part of the state including the Tulsa area.  Robert Newberg II covers the northwestern part of the state.  He goes from Ponca City all the way to the panhandle.  Mr. Phillips stated he takes care of ten counties in the southeastern part of the state.

Mr. Phillips stated if the committee members want to know how the industry feels and how the contractor or journeyman will react the investigators can touch base with as many contractors and journeyman they see and will give a good feedback.

Mr. Phillips asked if the committee members had any questions they would like to ask?  Mr. Curtis asked if there is a lot of work going on in the Guymon area.  Mr. Newberg asked if he was talking about the Hooker area?  Mr. Newberg stated that work is supposed to start late this summer.  Mr. Newberg stated in the Guymon area the Wal-Mart and the schools did a remodel last summer.

Mr. Curtis asked if the investigators are finding compliance in the field.  Mr. Stanley stated if he goes to a jobsite and an apprentice has been expired for a month he gives them the choice of issuing a citation or getting into compliance that day.  He checks the next day and if they are not in compliance he issues a citation.  Mr. Armstrong stated he didn’t have a problem with this as long as they are getting compliance.  

Mr. Phillips stated JV piping at the Sun Refinery is starting a turnaround.  Staff will be going up and administering the process piping exam to twenty-two people for this company.  This will be the journeyman process piping exam only.  The exam will be administered in a hotel off-site.  Mr. Curtis stated this is a good idea.  Mr. West stated this is our in-house process piping exam and that staff has taken this exam to several refineries in the past.    Mr. Curtis asked what the charge was for giving this exam?  Mr. Phillips stated $150.00 per person.  Mr. Curtis asked if this was for the exam and the license fee?  Mr. Phillips stated yes.  This has to be paid for in advance.  
Mr. Veteto stated he has been contacted by Sinclair and they have a contractor bidding on their turnaround out of either Texas or Louisiana and they want sixty people tested.

Mr. Armstrong asked Mr. Phillips if a property owner do his own mechanical work if he is out of the jurisdiction of the city?  Mr. Phillips stated they have never stopped an individual from doing his own work on his own home.  That is if the individual is doing the work by himself as long as he complies with the code.  Mr. Phillips stated he cannot do this at a rental property.  It has to be done on the property in which he is living.

DISCUSSION ABOUT ESTABLISHING A MEETING WITH FIELD INVESTIGATORS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS TO REVIEW MECHANICAL LICENSING ACT
Mr. Phillips stated for years he has thought it would be a good idea to have a meeting with field investigators and committee members to review the Mechanical Licensing Act.  Mr. Phillips states the electrical division is going to be doing something similar.  The electrical division is going to meet with their field investigators to determine what the hearing board wants to hear when the investigator is presenting his case.  Mr. Phillips stated he would like to combine that thought along with reviewing the statute and then the rules and regulations.  Mr. Phillips stated this will take around three to four hours.  
Mr. Richard Denny, legal counsel, stated he needs to look at this item further before a meeting is scheduled.  Mr. Denny said he was unaware of electrical planning a meeting.  There could be some serious issues as to fairness as to the investigators being the finding of fact and concluders of law when you have a counsel and an Administrative Law judge present and getting into some kind of dialogue of telling the prosecutors what you would like to hear.

Mr. Denny will research this item and will be presented at the next committee meeting.

CEU REQUEST – OK CODES AND REGULATIONS – THE JON DAVIS COMPANIES, INC.
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JOHN ARMSTRONG TO APPROVE THE FOUR-HOUR INTERNET CEU COURSE FOR THE JON DAVIS COMPANIES INC.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Luther Curtis

                 
John Armstrong

 
James Wood

Kenny Eden
                   Dale Matherly

CEU REQUEST – TRI COUNTY TECHNOLOGY CENTER

This item was withdrawn.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Mike London stated his frustrations regarding Senate Bill 135.  He does not believe Senate Bill 135 was not meant to come out like it has.  He believes the cities have taken that situation and uses it as a disadvantage to the public and to the contractors.  Senate Bill 135 took away the inspectors being able to go out and check codes.  The cities have turned this around and called it under economic development. They are telling their inspectors they cannot go out and do a code inspection, they are to just go out and do inspections for permits being pulled.  Mr. London stated it is atrocious what he is seeing.  The Construction Industries Board was started to protect the public and the public is not being protected.  Mr. London stated this is not a union or non-union issue.  It is a fairness issue to the public.  For example at the Newcastle Junior High being built there is not a damper in the job.  The same contractor does the same job every time.  There is not any bracing of the duct, etc.  The workmanship is atrocious.   This endangers the lives of school children.  The reason this was started was because of Star Spencer School.  Mr. London stated he can’t get the word out by himself.  Mr. London stated he has talked to some politicians and we need to get this straightened out where inspectors can go out and do their jobs to protect the public.
NEW BUSINESS:

There was no new business.
ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION BY JAMES WOOD WITH A SECOND BY KENNY EDEN TO ADJOURN.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye:  Luther Curtis

                   John Armstrong

                   James Wood
                   Kenny Eden


Dale Matherly

Minutes approved in regular Session on the __________ day of ___________, 2007.
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Luther Curtis, Chairman

PREPARED BY:

_____________________________________

Sherrie Ladd, Secretary to the Mechanical Examiners Committee

