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ELECTRICAL EXAMINING COMMITTEE MEETING

January 17th, 2007
______________________________________________________________________

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  Daryle Andrews, Jesse Degeare, Johnny McCharen, and Jimmy Monteith
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:   Joe Hutmacher and Henry Parsons
PRESENT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION:  Boyd West, Patricia Schweitzer, Rick Denny, Darcie Gordon, Randall Gettings, Bert Wiens, Louis Triplitt, and Terry Calloway 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Tim Yaciuk
CALL TO ORDER:  

Mr. Jesse DeGeare, Vice - Chairman, called the meeting of the Electrical Examining Committee to order in the Conference Room at the Shepherd Mall, 2401 NW 23rd Street, Suite 5, Oklahoma City, OK  73107.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT:

This [Regular] meeting of the Electrical Examining Committee Meeting, scheduled to begin immediately following the Electrical Hearing Board on this [17th] day of [January], 2007, has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, Title 25, Sections 301 through 314.

Further, this meeting was preceded by an advance public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State online October 31, 2006 specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened.

Notice of this meeting was given at least forty-eight (48) hours prior hereto.

Read aloud this [17th] day of [January], 2007 by Darcie Gordon

ACTION ITEMS:

APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 15TH  MINUTES
Motion made by Daryle Andrews and seconded by Johnny McCharen to accept the November 15th minutes.
Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith


Johnny McCharen
APPLICATION – LINQUING LONG
Due to the winter weather Mr. Long was not able to make it to the meeting and asked to be reschedule for March 21st, 2007
A motion was made by Daryle Andrews and seconded by Johnny McCharen to reschedule his appearance.

Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith



Johnny McCharen

RECIPROCITY – STATE OF IDAHO
CITATION VS NOV

Mr.  Joe Hutmacher was to present these two item and he was unable to attend the meeting.
A motion was made by Daryle Andrews and seconded by Johnny McCharen to reschedule the items for February’s agenda.

Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith



Johnny McCharen

CEU APPROVAL – 360 INSDTITUTE
A motion was made by Johnny McCharen and seconded by Daryle Andrews to deny the CEU class.  The class did not have an agenda and was not on the changes to the currently adopted code.
Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith



Johnny McCharen

CEU REQUEST – STEVEN J OWENS
A motion was made by Johnny McCharen and seconded by Jimmy Monteith to deny the CEU class.  The class was not on the changes to the currently adopted code.

Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith



Johnny McCharen

RESULTS OF PSYCHOMETRIC EVALUATION OF THE UNLIMITED ELECTRICAL EXAMS BY PSI
Mr. Boyd West presented an email from Brian G Moritsch with PSI regarding the psychometric evaluation of the unlimited journeyman exam.  Due to the absence of Mr. Joe Hutmacher and Mr. Henry Parsons and the bearing this information could possible have on reciprocity; Mr. West recommended this item be continued until the next meeting.
The document showed the recommendation of PSI would be to raise the pass rate to 75%.  

A motion was made by Johnny McCharen and seconded by Daryle Andrews to table the item till February 21st, 2007.
Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith



Johnny McCharen

LOW VOLTAGE CONTRACTORS RUNNING CONDUIT – DISCUSSION ONLY
Mr. Rick Denny advised the committee that from a jurisdictional stand point conduit falls under the Electrical Licensing Act.  However, there are other trades that overlap into that such as alarms.  They have special provisions to be able to do that.  The Electrical Licensing Act clearly covers the definition of conduit.  The NEC covers the instillation of conduit.  The exemptions to this would be telecommunications information systems and fire alarms security or environmental controls; to the extent that those are not part of a telecom system.  The Alarm Act has provisions that make it and the Electrical Act run as an either/or situation.  There is also a 24volt or less provision in there.  
Mr. Johnny McCharen said it was his understand that the Health Department is telling their people that no matter what low-voltage it is that it is fine for them to run conduit.  Mr. McCharen wanted a clear answer on whether that was correct.   However, he felt that the only code that covered conduit was the electrical.  There is training to be done on how to run conduit.  
Mr. Denny felt that as far as alarms go, that they do have the ability to run conduit in what they do as long as it is 24 volts or less and they hold the proper license.  There is that specific statutory overlap.  As long as the conduit is considered part of the alarm system or part of the installation of the alarm that is required, it is appropriate.

Mr. McCharen felt that there was a flaw in the Alarm Licensing Act.  Just because the act states they can run conduit does not mean that they or their inspectors have the know how to do so.

Mr. Jesse DeGeare did not feel it was the intent of the Alarm Act to let people other than electricians run the conduit.

Mr. Denny said that he could not comment on the policy behind the law, only the interpretation of it..  The Alarm Act does not have the definitions in quite as much detail and the Electrical Licensing Act.  The statute is sufficiently specific as to instillation of an alarm system and if you say conduit is part of the system and is required; it is probably covered and arguably covered.  In a court challenge as it is written right now it is covered.

Mr. McCharen said the ultimate goal would be for alarms for come over and be part of the Construction Industries Board.  The dialog needs to be open for conversation from both boards

Mr. Boyd West commented on the history of the Alarms and the Construction Industries Board.  The original language that created the Construction Industries Board had provisions for the Alarms to be part of the act but at the last minute they pulled out and discontinued their relationship with the Construction Industries Board.  The previously seated Alarm Committee was not receptive to dialogue from the Construction Industries Board and this electrical committee.  Mr. West has been approached by various people of the alarm committee over the last five years who are interested in the Construction Industries Board.  The fire alarm portion is receptive to administration by the CIB and the burglar alarm is not.
Mr. West suggested that if the committee was interested in conversing with the alarm division that the chairman starts the dialogue with the chairman of the alarms.  It would be a good idea to get some intent to get together and discuss some of these issues.  
It would be difficult for Mr. West or his staff to make contact with the alarm committee whereas the chairman could possible accomplishes that task just talking directly.  It would be a good idea to discuss this in the February meeting when Mr. Hutmacher is present and find out his thoughts and if he would be willing to do it.

Mr. Denny advised the committee that the end result is to go back to the legislature and get it changed.

Mr. Denny also gave the committee some background information on official attorney generals opinion and nonofficial attorney generals opinion.

Mr. Denny also gave background information on the mechanical side as well.   The low voltage is a component of the mechanical.

Mr. West said that mechanical contractors can work on controls associated with their units.

Mr. McCharen went on to say there is no licensing for “control contractors”. 

Mr. Denny said it was his interpretation that any type of “control contractor that wanted to run conduit, he would be subject to the electrical licensing act.
Mr. McCharen felt the answer to the “control contractors” was the Mechanical Committee.

It was also discussed about the ability of the Alarm committee to make rules.

Mr. West was asked to put this item on the Mechanical Agenda and see how they feel about it.
The committee concluded that we need to make the law fit the practice.

CEU CLASSES – TEACHING APPROPRIATE MATERIAL

Ms. Patricia Schweitzer presented the committee with a problem regarding a John Staires Continuing Education Class.  The class was approved by Mr. Bert Wiens not realizing that the class was for the 2008 code.  The Inspector Committee also caught the problem and Mr. West made it very clear the inspectors can have CEU classes on any code but that electrical license holders must be over the currently adopted code.  Ms. Schweitzer emailed Mr. John Staires about the problem.  Mr. Staires was told he could not have a 2008 electrical code update.  He responded that he would get a new agenda to Mr. Bert Wiens.  When the new agenda was submitted, it listed the 2005 code.  He was issued the class numbers and paperwork.  The books that were given at the class were all proposals to the 2008 code, nothing to do with the 2005 code.    
The original plan was to bring action against Mr. Staires with the Electrical Hearing Board due to the misrepresentation.  

Ms. Schweitzer advised the committee that the Continuing Education provisions provide for the committee review and approval. It has basically been a protocol of the Electrical Committee that they allow the supervisor to review the CEU classes and make approval on the basis of meeting the criteria.  However, our continuing education rules do not state that.  It could be a potential problem if this was brought before the Electrical Hearing Board.  Under the current rules, all classes should be reviewed by the Electrical committee.
The IAEI, which Mr. Staires represents, already has booklets made up for electrical license holders 2005 CEU classes.  It would have been very easy for Mr. Staires to pick up and copy the correct booklet.

The letter that is proposed to be sent to Mr. Staires says that Mr. Weins will no longer approve any of the classes presented by John Staires or IAEI.  The classes must come before this committee, be reviewed, and voted on.
A motion was made by Johnny McCharen and seconded by Daryle Andrews to send a letter to Mr. John Staires, signed by Joe Hutmacher, making him aware of the situation and the disapproval of the committee.

Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith



Johnny McCharen

LEGSATIVE ISSUES – DISCUSSION ONLY
Ms. Patricia Schweitzer presented SB45  The committee has been over the provisions before.  The bill will adjust the continuing education provision so that the committee is going to make the decision on what is taught and how many hours.  Starting in section 9 and going on down is what we’ve been discussing, it is just in bill form now.
There is a possibility there may be a couple bills out there; one for commercial builders, one for residential builders.  We have not seen it introduced yet, but it could be.  We may have a couple of new licensing units if these pass.

SB400 & SB401 (Brodgen) – still trying to keep the contractors, journeyman, and apprentices from being registered in the cities.  The cities will not be happy, this is the third year Sen. Brodgon has tried this and it never passes.  The Municipal League always shows up at these hearings.  It has never made it out of committee.

Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith



Johnny McCharen

PUBLIC MEETING PRESENTATION – DISCUSSION ONLY
Mr. Rick Denny addressed the committee with a Public Meetings Presentation.  He provided the committee with his telephone number.  He also provided them with information about the “Oklahoma Open Meeting Act”, requirements of the act, what is a meeting, notice and agenda requirements, continuing or reconvening a meeting, minutes, executive sessions and penalties.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Johnny McCharen and seconded by Jesse DeGeare to adjourn.

Voting aye:
Daryle Andrews



Motion Passed




Jesse DeGeare



Jimmy Monteith



Johnny McCharen

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

There were no public comments.

NEW BUSINESS:

There was no new business.

Minutes approved in regular Session on the       21st     day of        __February__    , 2007





Joe Hutmacher, Chairman
PREPARED BY:

Darcie J Gordon, Electrical Secretary
