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MINUTES

MECHANICAL EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER 17, 2009
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Dale Matherly, John Armstrong, Luther Curtis, Kenny Eden and James Wood. 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  

PRESENT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION; Sherrie Ladd, Mechanical Secretary; Rick Denny, Legal Counsel; Gary Kirk, Mechanical Supervisor; David Veteto, Mechanical Investigator; Robert Newberg, Mechanical Investigator; and Tim Hillman, Plumbing Investigator.
OTHERS PRESENT:  Bruce Stokke, Tim Nelson, Bobby DeShields and Rick Mullins.
CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Luther Curtis, Committee Chairman, called the meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee to order at the Construction Industries Board, 2401 NW 23rd, Suite 5, and Oklahoma City, OK 73107.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT:

This [Regular] meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee, scheduled to begin at [10:00 a.m.] on this [17th] day of [September], 2009, has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, Title 25, Sections 301 through 314.

Further, this meeting was preceded by an advanced public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State electronically on May 18, 2009 prior to this time today, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened.

Notice of this meeting was given at least forty-eight (48) hours prior hereto and two people have filed a written request for notice of meetings of this public body to date.

Read aloud by Sherrie Ladd this [17th] day of [September], 2009.

ACTION ITEMS:

APPROVAL OF JULY 9, 2009 MINUTES
Mr. Curtis asked if there were any questions on the July 9, 2009 minutes?  
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JOHN ARMSTRONG TO APPROVE THE JULY 9, 2009 MINUTES.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood

Kenny Eden

CEU’S FOR PETROLEUM REFINERY JOURNEYMAN LICENSE

 Mr. Kirk stated during some meeting with the refineries there has been a lot of discussion on eliminating CEU’s just for the petroleum refinery journeymen because the CEU’s are set up on the IMC and has nothing to do with them.  The test they are given is out of the pipefitters handbook.  The refineries feel like the individual has to take a ten hour training just to get on the site and work and that training should be appropriate for the CEU’s.  
Mr. Kirk stated this would have to go through the rulemaking process.  The rules would have to be developed and then taken to the legislature.  

Mr. Denny stated this would be a rule change and not a statutory change.   Mr. Denny stated this may change later.  Mr. Denny stated the CIB is asking the committee to give approval to move forward on coming up with some type of alternative to present back to the committee for approval.  

Mr. Curtis asked if this might apply to some other type of licenses?  Mr. Kirk stated no, that there have been complaints from the process piping licensees but they do refrigeration lines, etc.   
Mr. Kirk stated is requesting the committee allow staff to move forward to draft some rulemaking language to eliminate CEU’s for petroleum refinery journeyman license or an alternative to CEU’s.  Mr. Denny stated that if the committee included alternative that would give staff some options.  
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO ALLOW THE ADMINISTRATOR TO LOOK AT ALTERNATIVES TO THE CEU’S REQUIREMENTS IN THE MECHANICAL LICENSING ACT FOR THE PETROLEUM REFINERY JOURNEYMAN LICENSE AND PRESENT BACK TO COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood


Kenny Eden

NCCER CERTIFICATION FOR PETROLEUM REFINERY JOURNEYMAN LICENSE
Mr. Kirk stated during meetings with the refineries it has been requested the CIB accept the National Center for Construction Education and Research Certification (NCCER) or similar certifications in place of our Petroleum Refinery Journeyman Exam.
The NCCER Industrial Pipefitters exam is a three hour closed book test consisting of a 125 questions from the pipefitters blue book which is similar to the book we use for our Petroleum Refinery Journeyman exam.  Our exam is a 25 question, one hour exam and is an open book exam.   The NCCER exam is a lot tougher exam.  The CIB would not do away with the refinery exam.  

Staff is requesting the committee to allow staff to develop some rules.  Mr. Denny stated this would probably be a statutory change.  Mr. Kirk stated he would like to use the same language as for the Ground Source Piping category which says shall provide proof of being certified by an organization approved by the committee.
Mr. Kirk stated if the committee approves this it would not be just for this one certification program it would be for as many as the committee approved.  
Mr. Curtis asked if this certification would be for issuing a license in lieu of taking the exam.  Mr. Kirk stated yes.  Mr. Kirk stated we would still be giving our exam.  Mr. Kirk stated that an individual would still have to fill out the application for exam and then attach a copy of their certification.   This is just for refinery journeyman only.  Mr. Kirk stated this would be the same as the ground source piping.  If they submit a copy of their IGSPA certification then they are issued a ground source piping license.

Mr. Denny stated staff would have to come up with some kind of draft revision to the statute and then present to the committee for review.  
Mr. Curtis asked how the NCCER was administered.  Mr. Kirk stated they have testing sites.  The one in Oklahoma is done through Francis Tuttle Vo-Tech.  
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO SUPPORT THE ADMINISTRATOR IN DEVELOPING A POLICY ON THE NCCER CERTIFICATION FOR PETROLEUM REFINERY JOURNEYMAN LICENSE AS A TEST IN LIEU OF THE STANDARD EXAM.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood


Kenny Eden

APPLICATION FOR MECHANICAL EXAM FOR ANDREW PIPKIN
Mr. Kirk stated an applicant submitted an application with a copy of a transcript from the University of Alabama.    It appears the individual completed a Bachelors Degree in Chemical Engineering.  This particular degree is not addressed in the Mechanical Law.    The individual has two years experience plus the Bachelors Degree.   This program has not been approved by the committee.  If the committee approves this program it will count towards two years of his experience.  

The committee reviewed the transcript in detail.   Mr. Curtis asked if there was an hour requirement.  Mr. Kirk stated 1,000 hours will count towards two years of experience and 600 hours or below will count towards one year experience.   The committee reviewed the language in the rules.  The rules refer to an Associates Degree approved by the committee. 
Mr. Matherly asked if they need to approve the application or the education.  Mr. Denny stated the committee needs to approve whether or not the education will count.   
Mr. Denny stated the rules state an Associates Degree and this isn’t an Associates Degree.   You are looking at an Engineering Degree to see if there is something in there that can be equivalent to an Associates Degree.    
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JOHN ARMSTRONG TO ACCEPT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA BACHELORS DEGREE IN CHEMICAL ENGINEERING AS AN EQUIVALENT TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ASSOCIATES DEGREE.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood


Kenny Eden

UPDATE ON MECHANICAL ACTIVITY
Mr. Kirk discussed the mechanical activity for the months of July and August.  In July there was 440 journeyman licenses renewed, 287 contractor licenses renewed, 70 applications received, 73 applications sent to PSI and 58 new licenses processed.  In August there was 419 journeyman licenses renewed, 279 contractor licenses renewed, 75 applications received, 80 applications sent to PSI and 60 new licenses processed.  Mr. Kirk also discussed the enforcement contacts, etc and on the pass/fail statistics on the exams. 

CEU – LAKEFRONT MECHANICAL – 6 HOURS REQUESTED
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JOHN ARMSTRONG TO APPROVE DENIS MANTHOOTH AS AN ALTERNATE INSTRUCTION TO PREVIOUSLY APPROVED APPLICATION FOR CEU’S FOR LAKEFRONT MECHANICAL










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood

Kenny Eden

CEU – OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF CAREER TECH
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY KENNY EDEN TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS FOR THE OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF CAREER TECH.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood


Kenny Eden
CEU – EDUCATIONAL TRADE RESOURCES 

MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JOHN ARMSTRONG TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE FOR EDUCATIONAL TRADE RESOURCES.













MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood

Kenny Eden

CEU – GREAT PLAINS TECHNOLOGY CENTER
MOTION BY JAMES WOOD WITH A SECOND BY DALE MATHERLY TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS FOR GREAT PLAINS TECHNOLOGY CENTER.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood

Kenny Eden

CEU – FRANCIS TUTTLE TECHNOLOGY CENTER
MOTION BY JOHN ARMSTRONG WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS FOR FRANCIS TUTTLE TECHNOLOGY CENTER.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood

Kenny Eden

CEU – PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS LOCAL 430

MOTION BY JAMES WOOD WITH A SECOND BY DALE MATHERLY TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS FOR THE PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS LOCAL 430.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood

Abstain:
Kenny Eden

CEU – CITY OF STILLWATER

Mr. Matherly stated the requested does not meet the required time.  The class is 20 minutes short of the required time.
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY KENNY EDEN TO DENY THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS FOR THE CITY OF STILLWATER BASED ON FAILURE TO MEET REQUIRED TIME.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood


Kenny Eden

CEU – SWCCC

MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS SWCCC.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood


Kenny Eden

CEU – CANADIAN VALLEY VO TECH

MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY KENNY EDEN TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS FOR CANADIAN VALLEY VO TECH.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood


Kenny Eden

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION BY JAMES WOOD WITH A SECOND BY KENNY EDEN TO ADJOURN.

MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


Kenny Eden


James Wood

Minutes approved in regular Session on the 12th day of November, 2009.









________________________________









Luther Curtis, Chairman

PREPARED BY:

_____________________________________

Sherrie Ladd, Secretary to the Mechanical Examiners Committee

