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MINUTES

MECHANICAL EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
JULY 9, 2009
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Dale Matherly, John Armstrong, Luther Curtis, and James Wood. 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  Kenny Eden.
PRESENT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION: Nathan Powell, Administrator; Sherrie Ladd, Mechanical Secretary; Rick Denny, Legal Counsel; Gary Kirk, Mechanical Supervisor; David Veteto, Mechanical Investigator; Robert Newberg, Mechanical Investigator; and Tim Hillman, Plumbing Investigator.
OTHERS PRESENT:  Leroy Wilhelm, Bruce Stokke, Jack Stewart.
CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Luther Curtis, Committee Chairman, called the meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee to order at the Construction Industries Board, 2401 NW 23rd, Suite 5, and Oklahoma City, OK 73107.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT:

This [Regular] meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee, scheduled to begin at [10:00 a.m.] on this [9th] day of [July], 2009, has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, Title 25, Sections 301 through 314.

Further, this meeting was preceded by an advanced public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State electronically on September 23, 2008 prior to this time today, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened.

Notice of this meeting was given at least forty-eight (48) hours prior hereto and two people have filed a written request for notice of meetings of this public body to date.

Read aloud by Sherrie Ladd this [9th] day of [July], 2009.

ACTION ITEMS:

APPROVAL OF MAY 14, 2009 MINUTES
Mr. Curtis asked if there were any questions on the May 14, 2009 minutes?  
MOTION BY JOHN ARMSTRONG WITH A SECOND BY DALE MATHERLY TO APPROVE THE MARCH 12, 2009 MINUTES.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood
DISCUSSION OF HOUSE BILL 1004

Mr. Powell stated on page 2 of House Bill 1004 under the definition of refrigeration system the word ‘erection’ has been stricken.  This change arose out of a need in the State of Oklahoma for local manufacturers to send their own employees to put in walk-in cooler refrigeration boxes only.  This will permit manufacturers to install their own products.  The Construction Industries Board recommendation was to strike this one word that would give the CIB an opportunity to create a more narrow interpretation of the wording.  Essentially the Construction Industries Board approach to enforcement in this area is when a manufacturer of these walk-in coolers does an installation that is the structure of the box only we will permit that without licensure.
REFINERY MECHANICAL CONTINUING EDUCATION
Mr. Powell stated in House Bill on page three there is a provision that changes the apprentice to journeyman ratio on mechanical work requiring petroleum refinery journeyman.  This provision is limited to petroleum refinery mechanical work and shall not apply to other apprentice-to-journeyman ratios established by the Construction Industries Board.
One of the things that the Construction Industries Board has been confronted with by the refineries historically is that the continuing education requirement is not related to the kind of work they do.  The Construction Industries Board sees this piece of legislation as an opportunity to fix that and the opportunity to move forward on an emergency rulemaking basis.  Currently this process piping specialist the continuing education requirements (CEU’s) require them to take CEU’s on heat and air.  

Mr. Powell stated he is asking the committee to authorize the agency to move forward on emergency rulemaking.   Mr. Denny stated the CIB will bring back the emergency rules for the committee to approve.  
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO AUTHORIZE THE AGENCY TO MOVE FORWARD ON EMERGENCY RULEMAKING REGARDING CEU’S FOR PETROLEUM JOURNEYMAN REFINERY LICENSES.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood

DISCUSSION WITH LEGAL COUNSEL REGARDING AT OP. NO. 09-12
Mr. Denny stated this item is regarding the AG Opinion No. 09-12 which is the application of the Open Records Act and Records Management Act to emails, text messages and other electronic communications dealing with public business made with or stored on privately owned phones or communication devices.   This applies to state employees, officers, and committee members, etc.  It addresses the use of your own private personal equipment to conduct business that is related to the state.

The committee members represent a portion of the industry for the citizens of the state.  If you get emails at home that is asking you to look into a certain matter as a member of the committee that is technically under the Open Records Act.   It isn’t really an issue unless the agency was to get sued or if you were to get sued as a representative of the state.

The agency does have a dissemination disposition schedule on email, etc.   The email that are circulated to inform you of the meetings, agenda, etc. since that was generated from the office that is a duplicate and there is no need to worry about it.  It is the things that the agency wouldn’t have on file that we would be concerned with and then it would take a very rare instance for someone to request that information.
Mr. Curtis asked if there would be a centralized place that the information could be sent to.  One of the other agencies is they made a standing request to their commission members is that if you get something that you feel is a public record sent it to your board secretary and she will create an email file.  
DISCUSSION OF LETTER FROM ALTA REFRIGERATION

Mr. Kirk stated the CIB received a letter from Alta Refrigeration complaining that there aren’t any online CEU classes available.   This is just for committee review.  
Mr. Matherly stated they disapproved the requests that were received because they didn’t meet the requirement that states providers of online courses shall submit verification of six hours of real time online instruction.  There hasn’t been an application yet that met that requirement.
The committee was advised that staff spoke with Eric Brown from Alta Refrigeration and advised him that at this time there were no online CEU’s available but there could be in the future.  

UPDATE ON MECHANICAL ACTIVITY
Mr. Kirk discussed the mechanical activity for the months of May and June.  In May there was 354 journeyman licenses renewed, 200 contractor licenses renewed, 87 applications received, 85 applications sent to PSI and 77 new licenses processed.  In June there was 396 journeyman licenses renewed, 271 contractor licenses renewed, 69 applications received, 53 applications sent to PSI and 60 new licenses processed.  Mr. Kirk also discussed the enforcement contacts, etc and on the pass/fail statistics on the exams. 

CEU – OKHVAC TRAINING – 6 HOURS REQUESTED
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JOHN ARMSTRONG TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES FOR OKHVAC TRAINING.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood
CEU – RED RIVER TECHOLOGY CENTER
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES RED RIVER TECHNOLOGY CENTER.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood

CEU – ALL STAR PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JOHN ARMSTRONG TO APPROVE THE 6-HOUR ON-LINE CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSE FOR ALL STAR PROFESSIONAL TRAINING.













MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood
CEU – CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY – 4 HOURS
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO APPROVE THE 4-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS FOR THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY (CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY EMPLOYEES ONLY)













MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood
CEU – CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY – 2 HOURS
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO APPROVE THE 2-HOUR CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASS FOR THE CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY (CITY OF OKLAHOMA CITY EMPLOYEES ONLY).










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


James Wood
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Wilhelm stated he wanted his home study class for out of state people that was previously denied approved today.  Mr. Denny advised him this wasn’t on the agenda and could not be reviewed or discussed.  Mr. Wilhelm stated that his attorney would be in touch with Mr. Denny.
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Kirk stated he had a question on some one qualifying to take the journeyman exam.  Mr. Kirk stated that if they have their hours through the vo-tech it will count for some of their experience.   The question was brought up on the union individuals.  They sign up for the apprentice program through the union and then they go to work.   Mr. Kirk asked if there was any discussion that these individuals would get credit for their school time.  Mr. Curtis stated the answer is no.  Mr. Curtis stated they have never made application for approval.   Mr. Curtis stated the union wouldn’t qualify because there isn’t enough hours.  
ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION BY JAMES WOOD WITH A SECOND BY DALE MATHERLY TO ADJOURN.

MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
John Armstrong

 
Luther Curtis


Kenny Eden

Minutes approved in regular Session on the 17th day of September, 2009.
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Luther Curtis, Chairman

PREPARED BY:

_____________________________________

Sherrie Ladd, Secretary to the Mechanical Examiners Committee

