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MINUTES

MECHANICAL EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
MARCH 10, 2011
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Dale Matherly, Bill Paulk, Kenny Eden and Luther Curtis
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: James Wood
PRESENT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION; Rick Denny, Legal Counsel; Nathan Powell, Administrator; Sherrie Ladd, Mechanical Secretary; Gary Kirk, Mechanical Supervisor; David Veteto, Mechanical Investigator; Richard Hager, Mechanical Investigator; Robert Newberg, Mechanical Investigator and Charlie Scott, Mechanical Investigator.
OTHERS PRESENT:  Crystal Follis, ATI; Leslie Fish, ATI
CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Luther Curtis, Committee Chairman, called the meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee to order at 10:30 a.m. at the Construction Industries Board, 2401 NW 23rd, Suite 5, and Oklahoma City, OK 73107.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT:

This [Regular] meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee, scheduled to begin at [10:00 a.m.] on this [10th] day of [March], 2011, has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, Title 25, Sections 301 through 314.

Further, this meeting was preceded by an advanced public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State electronically on October 1, 2010 prior to this time today, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened.

Notice of this meeting was given at least forty-eight (48) hours prior hereto and eight people have filed a written request for notice of meetings of this public body to date.

Read aloud by Sherrie Ladd this [10th] day of [March], 2011.

ACTION ITEMS:

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 13, 2011 MINUTES
Mr. Curtis asked if there were any questions on the January 13, 2011 minutes.

MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY BILL PAULK TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 13, 2011 MINUTES.

MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly





                 
Luther Curtis

Bill Paulk


Kenny Eden
MECHANICAL INDUSTRY REGULATION RULES
Mr. Kirk advised that Regional Meetings were held in Tulsa, McAlester, Lawton, Woodward and Oklahoma City.    There wasn’t a big turnout but there were positive comments on the rules approved by the Mechanical Committee at the last meeting.  The rules were taken to the Construction Industries Board and approved.   The next step will be to present them to the legislature for approval.
UPDATE ON MECHANICAL ACTIVITY
Mr. Kirk discussed the mechanical activity for the months of January and February.  In January there was 395 journeyman licenses renewed, 247 contractor licenses renewed, 66 applications received, 53 applications sent to PSI and 62 new licenses processed.  In February there was 316 journeyman licenses renewed, 198 contractor licenses renewed, 67 applications received, 61 applications sent to PSI and 63 new licenses processed.  Mr. Kirk also discussed the enforcement contacts, etc and on the pass/fail statistics on the exams. 

REQUEST FROM ATI TO BE GRANTED APPROVAL OF CURRICULM FOR 1000 HOUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
ATI Career Tech presented an additional 40 hour course to count towards their 1,000 program.  ATI had previously been approved for 500 hours to count as one year because their course was 40 hours short to count for 1,000 hours.
Ms. Crystal Follis, ATI, stated the course is two seminar courses, 20 hours each, and is a two week program.  The seminar courses will be held in the evenings.  Ms. Follis outlined the content of the seminars.  This will be at no cost to the students and graduates.  

The additional forty hours will be for current students and for those who have already graduated.   The students who have already graduated will be presented a new transcript showing they have completed the additional 40 hour course.   There are approximately 150 students who have already graduated.
Mr. Curtis asked how long ATI would be conducting this seminar.  Ms. Fish, ATI, stated from now on.   It will be done once a quarter.    Mr. Kirk stated he has toured the facility and is on the Advisory Board.

This will still be in addition to the 960 hour course.   Mr. Curtis stated he was under the impression that the 40 hour seminar would be added into the 906 hour curriculum.  Ms. Fish stated no.  The have students that have graduated and are upset because they don’t have that 1,000 hours.  There aren’t very many who are interested in coming back and completing the additional 40 hours.  ATI wants to offer the two week course as soon as they graduate for them to add the 40 hours.  
Mr. Curtis asked why ATI doesn’t incorporate this into their curriculum so that everybody that graduates has the two years.   Ms. Fish stated in order to be able to do this to be a quick fix for the graduates and to present it to the Mechanical Committee that is how they how to do it with the seminars.  Ms. Fish stated eventually they could incorporate it into their 960 curriculum.  
Mr. Denny stated what the rule in the statute contemplates is a program.  Mr. Denny stated when the committee makes their determination is that they are approving a program and nothing else.  Ms. Fish stated it is a supplemental to the program.  
Mr. Kirk stated in order to make this a 1,000 program ATI would have to go back through their boards and get that all approved.  Ms. Fish stated since the additional 40 hours is a no cost to the graduates she met with the Oklahoma Board of Private Vocational Schools who stated it doesn’t fall under them.  

Ms. Fish stated they could get the 40 hours incorporated into their existing 960 hour curriculum but it would take six months to a year to complete this.  
Mr. Curtis asked Mr. Denny if he could foresee a problem with this.  Mr. Denny stated not at this time, especially since it only goes back to 2010.   Mr. Denny stated the Mechanical Committee needs to make sure they are comfortable with approving a 1,000 hour program.   
Ms. Fish stated the seminars are going to be tacked onto the transcript and the information given to the student.    

Mr. Denny stated if this is approved ATI needs to be directed to come back before the committee at a future date once the 40 hours is incorporated into the 1,000 hour program.  

ATI stated this could be accomplished within one year.

MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY KENNY EDEN TO TEMPORARILY APPROVE FOR THE PERIOD OF ONE  (1) YEAR THE ADDITION OF 40 HOUR SEMINAR AFTER COMPLETION OF THE ALREADY APPROVED CURRICULUM TO SATISFY THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 1,000 HOURS OF VO-TECH INSTRUCTION.
MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly



Voting nay:  Bill Paulk




                 
Luther Curtis


Kenny Eden

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.
NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business.
ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION BY KENNY EDEN WITH A SECOND BY BILL PAULK TO ADJOURN.

MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Dale Matherly

                 
Bill Paulk

Luther Curtis

Kenny Eden

Minutes approved in regular Session on the 12th day of May, 2011.
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Luther Curtis, Chairman

PREPARED BY:

_____________________________________

Sherrie Ladd, Secretary to the Mechanical Examiners Committee

