CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES BOARD

August 15, 2007
_____________________________________________________________________________


BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Ken Callahan; Louis Barlow; Larry Shea; Robert Soder; Jerry King; Chuck Darr; Michael Burton. 


ABSENT: Mitchell Hort; Michael Liston; Tommy O’Donnell; Ronnie Nutt.


PRESENT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION: Jeanne Britt; Boyd West; Patty Schweitzer; Carl Phillips; Jim George; Bert Wiens; Sam Abraham; Chuck Harryman; Richard Denny; Winston James.


OTHERS PRESENT: Tim Yaciuk, IEC; Mike London, Sheet Metal Local 124; Scott Hopkins, NECA; Joe Smith, IBEW; Keith Deaver, ACCA; Jim Griffy, IBEW; Bruce Stokke, Okc; Jimmy Fish, Oklahoma Building Trades; David Adcock, Okc; Jeannette LaMar, PHCC/MCA.
CALL TO ORDER:
Larry Shea, Chairman, called the regular meeting of the Construction Industries Board to order at 1:30 p.m. in the Board Room at the Construction Industries Board, 2401 N.W. 23, Suite 5, Oklahoma City, OK.  73107

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT:

This meeting of the Construction Industries Board to begin at 1:30 p.m. on this 15th day of August, 2007 has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, Title 25, Sections 301 through 314.

Further, this meeting was preceded by an advance public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State by computer on July 25, 2007, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened.
Notice of this meeting was given at least twenty-four (24) hours prior hereto and 45 people have filed a written request for notice of meetings of this public body to date.

Read aloud by Jeanne Britt this 15th day of August, 2007.
ADMINISTRATORS COMMENTS

Mr. Boyd West reminded the board that this is Chuck Darr and Ken Callahan’s last board meeting.  We will have certificates sent to each one after the next meeting.  The new board members are Glen Boyd taking Chuck’s place and Keith Miller will take Ken Callahan’s place.  We have enjoyed their participation.  
Mr. West reported that we have been getting a lot of television coverage.  He has done two interviews in the last two weeks, and a total of six interviews since November.  We are forming quite a relationship with channel 9 and channel 4.  They are contacting us about a lot of things dealing with violations in the field, especially, Contractors with or without licenses who have not completed the job as they should have done.  They are using our verification link quite frequently and if they have questions they call him direct.  He thought we were getting a lot of good coverage and it is bringing a lot of attention to our verification link as well through their newscasts.  

Mr. West added that we will be having a field investigator’s meeting on August 29th.  In the meeting we will be covering a lot of the points we covered in the planning retreat meeting, as well as a few procedural changes that we wanted to discuss.  We are also incorporating a safety meeting as well.  

Mr. West stated the Corp of Engineers contacted us to aid in bringing some boat ramps at all of the flooded lakes in compliance electrically.  A lot of the meters and meter bases were submerged so there will be a lot of electrical work going on in those areas.  Additionally, GRDA has contacted us and we have a field investigator at Grand Lake from time to time helping them with the same thing.  Our first contact with the Corp of Engineers was regarding Lake Texoma and we expect to hear from them on Lake Eufaula in the next week.  This is pretty monumental for our staff because on Grand Lake there are over 600 installations on the lake shore itself.  There are over 400 installations on the Texoma Lake site.  The supervisors have advised their staff that they still have their primary duties of licensing enforcement.  We have given the Corp of Engineers some alternatives, and it would be acceptable to us in the use of certifications from Electrical Engineers as to the installations and we appreciate them working with us the way they have the last three or four years.  

Mr. West said in the planning retreat we had a lot of discussion about the aging of the workforce and the potential for retirement and he was asked to reactivate a report for the board.  When they started looking at all the reports he didn’t know which report the board wanted reactivated.  He noted the different reports generated and he will update the version the board is interested in for the next board meeting.  

REPORTS 

Ms. Britt indicated that she only had the contact reports this month.  The other reports for July and August will be provided at next month’s meeting.  

FINANCIAL REPORT
Mr. West asked for questions on the financial report.  There were no questions from the board.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Ms. Patricia Schweitzer did not have a legislative report since the legislature is not in session.  She is soliciting ideas for rules or statutory changes from the board members.  

DEATH OF A LICENSE-HOLDER
Mr. Rick Denny stated that the issue that Mr. Wiens is about to discuss will be a matter before the Electrical Hearing Board.   He will be limited on what he can tell you because we don’t want to prejudge the case in the other administrative bodies.  After the matter is adjudicated he can come back to this board and give a full and detailed report.  

Mr. Bert Wiens stated we had an incident at the State Capitol which resulted in the death of an electrician.  He looked at the situation and interviewed several people.  This person had an expired apprentice registration card from January of this year.  He contacted the contractor and advised him of this and issued him a citation for a contractor working unregistered individuals and set a court date for September 19, 2007.  Pending that outcome of the adjudication we will know how to proceed.  It was unfortunate that this incident happened.  He followed up with several visits to the Capitol to check licenses and they are all in compliance at this time.  
Mr. Denny added that a preliminary investigation was made by the medical examiner’s office and the preliminary finding is electrocution, but that is not the final finding, and there is still an open investigation.  Mr. Wiens said that OSHA has six months to complete their investigation.  

ACTION ITEMS:

JULY 21, 2007 BOARD RETREAT MINUTES
MOTION BY LOU BARLOW WITH A SECOND BY MIKE BURTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS AMENDED WITH A CORRECTION OF A SCRIBNER’S ERROR ON PAGE 12.

Voting Aye:
Lou Barlow



Mike Burton



Ken Callahan



Chuck Darr



Robert Soder



Larry Shea



Jerry King

Absent:

Michael Liston



Ronnie Nutt



Tommy O’Donnell



Mitchell Hort

Mr. Barlow thought there was too much information in the minutes.  He would rather see us provide the votes and a brief summary of the subject matters that were discussed and not identifying everyone who said something on the topic because it is not all that relevant. It is hard to find the good stuff because you are trying to wade through everything else.  
Mr. Denny thought they talked about that in the past.  It is the board’s prerogative on how you want the minutes prepared.  Statutorily all that is required is an official summary of what was discussed.  There are no requirements that they are in this much detail, but Jeanne has done this based on precedent from previous boards and the direction of this board.  

CODE ENFORCEMENT SURVEY 
Mr. Boyd West stated this was a questionnaire that we submitted to board members at the Board retreat.  This is a better questionnaire than previously submitted and brings up a lot issues from the report from industry.  He referenced question number two, which has a footnote.  We do have a separate business and law comprehensive exam.  He questions whether this question should be in there.  Mr. Shea suggested a change to question two.  Should contractors be required to have prior business educational requirements for project management and estimating to set for the exam?  

Mr. Barlow indicated that question nine was out of character with the rest of the questions.  Mr. West indicated that question was in the industry report.  They felt that the board was rather cumbersome.  Mr. West commented the make up and present representation of the board is predominately the people that we license, and as such that is about as small as the board could get in keeping that representation.  Mr. Scott Hopkins said there is still ongoing discussion about this.  He thought that a smaller board would be able to reach an easier consensus as opposed to eleven members. 
Mr. Burton thought there should be a question whether CIB is doing their job.  Mr. Barlow commented that the question was broad and not specific.  Which job?  Code enforcement, or licensure, or getting the public to use licensed contractors?  Mr. Burton said It could be like question six and have subsets.  
Ms. Schweitzer said if something upsets the licensee, then the whole survey reflects that perspective even though they only had a problem with one area.  If someone has a concern they always complete the comment area of the survey.  
Mr. Jerry King had a concern with the rating system.  It doesn’t tell us whether they agree or not.  He suggested the rating of “3” would be neutral rating. He would prefer the wording “approve” or “disapprove.”  
Mr. West indicated that if they do not answer the question it is counted as a question with no scoring attached.  Mr. Barlow wanted everyone to know why a non-response cannot be included.  If you have 100 people filling out the survey and question # 8, twenty of them rated question # 8, and 80 people did not rate question #8 and all twenty who felt like they had knowledge and information to rate gave that question a “5” rating.  The other 80 did not respond, if you include that as a “0” and you say you have 20 points out of 100 responses, then you are going to end up with a “1” on that question and it is going to look like everyone rated it poorly.  Instead we should be dealing with 20 responses with numbers and divide by 20 and find out what the real data is.  
Mr. Burton wanted just additional comments and eliminate “for any of the above topics” so they are not restricted.

MOTION BY CHUCK DARR WITH A SECOND BY ROBERT SODER TO APPROVE THE CODE ENFORCEMENT SURVEY WITH THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS:  CHANGE STRONGLY DISAGREE WITH STRONGLY DISAPPROVE AND STRONGLY AGREE WITH STRONGLY APPROVE; # 2. SHOULD CONTRACTORS BE REQUIRED TO HAVE PRIOR BUSINESS EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND ESTIMATING TO SET FOR THE EXAM?  UNDER ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ELIMINATE “FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE TOPICS,” AND ADD “ANY OTHER CONCERNS.” 

Voting Aye:
Lou Barlow



Mike Burton



Ken Callahan



Chuck Darr



Robert Soder



Larry Shea



Jerry King

Absent:

Michael Liston



Ronnie Nutt



Tommy O’Donnell



Mitchell Hort

LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR STAFF
Mr. Chuck Harryman reported that Francis Tuttle Vo-Tech offers a course called “Construction Spanish” with 33 hours of instruction with a cost of $159 per student.  They don’t have a class schedule for the fall and often classes are cancelled if they don’t have enough students.  There is a schedule for a class in January.  Mr. West said the class meets two evening per week.  It would be a heavy drain on our staff from out-of-town to come in two nights per week.  Mr. Shea asked if the class was available in other areas of the state.  Mr. Harryman will continue his research.  Mr. West added that they were entertaining the idea if they had enough participants of conducting the class at this office one full day per week.  There would be increased travel costs.  Mr. Burton thought there might be a couple of investigators taking Spanish classes on their own.  Mr. Shea indicated that we would discuss this again next month.

PROCEDURE FOR PUBLIC TO PROPOSE AGENDA ITEMS 
This item was tabled until next month.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.

NEW BUSINESS
There was no new business

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY LOU BARLOW WITH A SECOND BY KEN CALLAHAN TO ADJOURN.

Voting Aye:
Lou Barlow

Voting Nay:  Larry Shea



Mike Burton



Ken Callahan



Chuck Darr



Robert Soder



Jerry King

Absent:

Michael Liston



Ronnie Nutt



Tommy O’Donnell



Mitchell Hort

Minutes approved in regular Session on the _____day of________, 2007






___________________________





Larry Shea, Chairman

PREPARED BY: _____________________________________

Secretary to the Constructions Industries Board
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