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MINUTES

MECHANICAL EXAMINERS COMMITTEE
JANUARY 24, 2008
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Luther Curtis, John Armstrong, James Wood and Dale Matherly.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  Kenny Eden
PRESENT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION: Jim George, Interim Administrator; Sherrie Ladd, Mechanical Secretary; Rick Denny, Legal Counsel; Carl Phillips, Mechanical Supervisor.
OTHERS PRESENT:  Leroy Wilhelm, Archie High.
CALL TO ORDER:
Mr. Luther Curtis, Committee Chairman, called the special meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee to order at 10:00 a.m, at the Construction Industries Board, 2401 NW 23rd, Suite 5, Oklahoma City, OK 73107.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETING ACT:

This [Special] meeting of the Mechanical Examiners Committee, scheduled to begin at [10:00 a.m.] on this [24th] day of [January], 2008, has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, Title 25, Sections 301 through 314.

Further, this meeting was preceded by an advanced public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State electronically on January 10, 2008 prior to this time today, specifying the time and place of the meeting here convened.

Notice of this meeting was given at least forty-eight (48) hours prior hereto and no one has filed a written request for notice of meetings of this public body to date.

Read aloud by Sherrie Ladd this [24th] day of [January], 2008.

ACTION ITEMS:

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 10, 2008 MINUTES

Mr. Luther Curtis asked if there were any questions or corrections on the January 10, 2008 minutes?

MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 10, 2008 MEETING MINUTES.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Luther Curtis

                 
John Armstrong

 
Dale Matherly

James Wood

PROPOSED RULE CHANGES
Mr. Denny stated the plumbing and electrical committee has gone ahead and forwarded the proposed rules on the continuing education to the Construction Industries Board.  Both committees made minor changes.  Mr. Denny stated the mechanical committee could recommend changes or proceed with the proposed changes.  Mr. Denny stated at the last mechanical committee it was brought up the terms like ‘substantial experience’ and ‘setting is conducive’, etc., needs to be changed.  This language survived in the other trades.

Mr. Denny stated he was reviewing the minutes from November of 2007 to make sure all the requested changes have been incorporated into the proposed rules.  Mr. Matherly stated the change on E (1) has not been incorporated into the proposed rules.

 Mr. Curtis stated in reviewing the rules he found a lot of confusing language.   Mr. Curtis stated one thing that needs to be addressed is that it needs to be made legal that someone can get a continuing education class after one year from the adoption.  The way it is written now no one can take a class after one year from the adoption.  The way that has been interpreted in the past is within one year before and one year after the adoption.  Mr. George stated we need to be able to teach on the entire code and not just the revisions.    

Mr. Curtis stated he made some changes and tried to clean up the existing language.  The proposed changes were discussed in great detail.  There were some changes to clean up the language.  Mr. Luther Curtis proposed the following changes to the rules:

On 158:50-9-7 (a) change the wording to:

1. One year from the date of adoption of the appropriate code, and thereafter, no license will be renewed unless the licensee has had 6 hours of continuing education.  Continuing education will consist of 6 hours of training in the International Mechanical Code, International Fuel Gas Code and/or International Residential Code emphasizing revisions of the code or 4 hours training in the revisions to the codes and 2 hours of manufacturer provided training in the installation of equipment and parts.

On 158:50-9-7 (b) change the wording to:

1. The program provider shall submit evidence that the provider and instructional staff are qualified by reason of education, experience or training.  The training provider and instructors will be of good reputation and of good moral character.

2. Any written material that is distributed during the session must be readable, of high quality and must be made available to all attendees.

3. The program must be presented in a comfortable location such as hotel/motel conference room, corporate meeting room, or regular classroom.

4. The training session will be presented outside the regular workplace or after regular working hours.  An onsite conference room, that meets standards imposed by number 3 above, shall be considered outside the regular workplace.

5. Sixty minutes shall constitute one instructional hour.

On 158:50-9-7 (c) Mechanical Examining Committee Acceptance change the wording to:

1. The Committee, or its designee, shall review each application for completeness of form and supporting documentation, as well as course content.

2. The approval of any course will be made by a majority vote of the Committee at the regularly scheduled meeting of the Mechanical Examining Committee.

3. The Committee’s designee may approve additional dates and locations after the course has been approved by the Committee vote.  Course content changes must be brought before the Committee.

4. The applicant will be notified, in writing, whether the program is approved or disapproved, detailing the basis of the decision if disapproved.

On 158:50-9-7 (e) Committee Rejection and Reevaluation of a Course change the:

2. The Committee, or its designee, will notify the provider, in writing, of any changes in approval status.

On 158:50-9-7 (f) Appeals change the wording to:

1. Applicants denied approval of a course may appeal such a decision by submitting a written letter of appeal within fifteen days of the receipt of the notice.

2. All appeals will be heard by the Committee at its next regularly scheduled meeting.

On 158:50-9-7 (g) Course Presentation change the wording to:

1. The program, including the named advertised participants, shall be conducted as approved by the Committee, subject to emergency withdrawals and minor alterations.

2. Changes including but not limited to location, date, instructors, or cancellations must be requested from the Committee, or its designee, in writing prior to start of class.  All requests for changes must include the course ID number.

On 158:50-9-7 (i) Correspondence and Online Courses change the wording to:

1. Applications, approvals and rejections, and appeals of all correspondence and online courses shall be the same as for classroom-based courses.

2. Correspondence courses shall be required to comply with all requirements of continuous education courses, except sign-in sheets.

3. Course providers shall provide a student with a document of completion which certifies completion of approved correspondence courses.

4. Providers of online courses need to submit verification of six hours of real time online instruction.

On 158:50-9-7 (j) Alternate Credit Method:

1.
Credit may be earned through teaching an approved continuing education class.  The Committee may award up to six hours of CE credit, not to exceed the number of approved hours for the CE class.
After an in-depth discussion on each of the proposed changes the committee concurred with all of the changes.  The committee authorized Mr. Denny to go through the proposed rules to make sure the proper terms are used according to the statute.  
MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO AUTHORIZE RICHARD DENNY TO PRESENT PROPOSED RULE CHANGES TO THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES BOARD.










MOTION PASSED

Voting aye: 
Luther Curtis

                 
John Armstrong

 
Dale Matherly


James Wood

PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.
NEW BUSINESS:

There was no new business.
ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION BY DALE MATHERLY WITH A SECOND BY JAMES WOOD TO ADJOURN.











MOTION PASSED

Voting aye:  Luther Curtis

                   John Armstrong

                   Dale Matherly


James Wood

Minutes approved in regular Session on the __________ day of ___________, 2008.
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Luther Curtis, Chairman

PREPARED BY:

_____________________________________

Sherrie Ladd, Secretary to the Mechanical Examiners Committee

