More Frequently Asked Questions

How are restaurants affected?

The new laws have a slightly different timetable for restaurants, which will have
an additional 30 months (until March 1, 20006) to be either all smokefree or—if
they elect to permit smoking in some areas—to provide enclosed and separately
ventilated smoking rooms that meet the laws’ requirements for protecting
nonsmoking areas.

Unlike other public places and workplaces, restaurants will be able to continue
designated smoking and nonsmoking areas without separate smoking rooms until
March 1, 2006. Restaurants will be permitted to serve food and beverage in their
smoking rooms, and the new laws consider all sizes of restaurants the same,
regardless of seating capacity. The laws also specify that smoking may be
perniitted in outdoor dining areas of restaurants, but not within 15 feet of any
exterior public doorway or air intake.

Copies of Oklahoma’s secondhand smoke laws, a summary of the laws and related information can be
found at an internet web site maintained by the Oklahoma State Department of Health:
www.breatheeasyok.com. Or these materials can be provided by mail upon telephone request to the toll-
free number 1-866-ONLY AIR (1-866-665-9247).
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