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    Welcome from the Executive Director
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 The office of the Oklahoma Abstractors Board (OAB) employs an Administrator and Administrative Assistant to staff the Board office. The Board issues Certificates of Authority, individual abstractor licenses as well as Permits to Develop Abstract Plants. In addition, the Board offers testing monthly to individuals seeking their abstract licenses.



The OAB also investigates consumer and industry complaints concerning abstracting issues and attempts to resolve them by using informal resolution methods.
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    	Revised Rates Sheets are available.

Time & Page based rate sheets have been revised. See Forms for more information.
	Tests for Abstractor's Licenses

Licenses are located at our office. Testing every other month on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 10 AM. The test dates for this year 1/18, 3/21, 5/16, 7/18, 9/19, 11/21. In addition to that the OLTA will be having a school in the spring and in the fall. You'll need to contact them about the school and sign up with us for the test. If you have at least 5 people testing and a place to accommadate it you can also contact Kathy and if everyone's schedules aligns she can come to you to give the test.
	New Employment Section

Abstract companies can notify our office if they have a job opening and we will publish this on our website at no charge.
	Online Licensing available to all agencies.

HB1032 requires all state agencies to offer online licensing.
	Licensing approved, new, denied statistics

From October 1, 2022 to September 31, 2023 we received 832 applications for licensing. Of those, 826 were approved, 89 were new, 6 have not yet passed the test, and 0 were denied because of criminal history or any other reason. Of the new applications there were no criminal offenses reported by individuals and 0 petitions were recieved.
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             What is an abstract?
             
         
     

     

    An abstract is a full and complete record of all matters filed of public record that affect ownership rights to a particular piece of real property.





    





 


     
         
             What is an abstract plant?
             
         
     

     

    The stock in trade of an abstract company is its abstract plant, which consists of two elements: an organized collection of copies/images of instruments affecting real property which are filed for record at the offices of the county clerk and court clerk, and an index that is built independently of the county’s index of records. This index provides an efficient method for identifying and locating all records pertaining to a described piece of land to compile them into a certified Abstract of Title. While some abstract plants in Oklahoma still consist of actual paper copies and a set of file cards, many are now “virtual” abstract plants stored on computer equipment. The copies consist of scanned electronic images of the original documents, and the index is simply an elaborate database software program written for the specific purpose of abstracting.





    





 


     
         
             Do I have to have an abstract when I buy or sell property?
             
         
     

     

    There are no state laws that require an abstract in order to purchase real estate, and none that require title insurance when purchasing property.  With few exceptions, lenders now require a title insurance lenders policy  as a condition of the loan.  If no lender is involved in the transaction, buyers and sellers sometimes use an abstract as an alternative to title insurance, in a manner of speaking.  Many buyers and sellers in cash transactions feel it is insurance enough to order an abstract, have it examined by a title examination attorney, and clear up any title problems discovered in the process.





    





 


     
         
             How does the OAB handle complaints?
             
         
     

     

    After a complaint is initiated, the Board shall review the complaint to determine if the alleged acts of the respondent constitute a violation of the abstractor’s law and regulations, or OAB’s orders, and if it is reasonable that the claim can be supported with sufficient evidence.  If the complaint fails this review, the Board shall respond to the complainant, explaining the reason(s) why the complaint will not be acted upon. If the complaint passes the review, the Board may:

	Order the respondent to provide, within 10 working days, a written response to the allegations;
	Attempt an informal resolution;
	Initiate an investigation;
	Conduct an inspection of the abstract company; and/or
	Terminate the investigation when it appears there is no violation of law or rules and regulations, or when it clearly appears there is not sufficient evidence to support such a claim.






    





 


     
         
             How does one start a new abstract company?
             
         
     

     

    In order to do business in Oklahoma as an abstract company, a company must have a Certificate of Authority (“certificate”), issued by the Oklahoma Abstractors Board, which gives a company the right to be in the abstract business within the county for which the certificate is issued. Prior to receiving a certificate, applicants must show their company has access to a complete abstract plant.
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					Oklahoma Abstractor Board

 421 NW 13th Street

Suite 180

Oklahoma City, OK 73103

 

Office Hours & Additional Information

8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.

Local: (405) 522-5019

Fax: (405) 522-5503



				
			

			
				
					
							Oklahoma Land Title Association
	Insurance Department
	Real Estate Commission
	Mortgage Bankers Association
	Engineers & Land Surveyors
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